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The following is a review on Carl S. Dudley’s book, Making the Small Church Effective

By Father Anthony Holder

Carl S. Dudley's bookMaking the Small Church Effectivex-
plores in a broad way and with exercises at the end of each chapte
the inner values, qualities and dynamics of life in small cajsgre
tions, particularly in small towns and rural areas. He also deals
with the mechanisms that can make them effective in living out
their faith. The strength of the small church, expresses Dudksy, |

in its intimacy and in human relationships, which is “the largest
expression of the Christian faith” (48).

The author does not believe there is anything wrong with small

churches. They just want to preserve their social and family int

macy, territory, and the ability to remain comfortable amoruip ea

other. Presuming that small churches want to grow, Dudleyctefle

on the problem which they encounter in trying to ascertain how
best to grow as a church while at the same time maintainingtthecy of their faith community. In order to
remedy this situation, Dudley offers “adoption” as a model which dlieves is biblically supported and
would allow persons to become members gradually rather than rapidijey believes that this would allow
the congregation to experience gratification in being a Chrisbammunity of faith which in turn would be-
come “the common property of the congregation, not the private possession of a few” (58)

| am pleased that the author recognizes the negatives of the itexigmtocess of membership that small

churches should use. Although | believe we are always too readsidcome people into our churches without

proper instruction, yet such a process can easily promoteotedignobbery instead of Christian love. | agree
with Dudley that the problems and challenges of small churcleeshare highlighted than their strength and
value.

Dudley’'s book allows the reader to look at small churches and thastrgiin a new and fresher way in terms
of highlighting their strength of familial intimacy, sensebefonging and expression of love. Although, | view
these factors as vital, yet like many priests and pasttasdIto focus more on spiritual and numerical growth.
Having served in large congregations in Barbados, there is thentgnidewant small churches to become lar-
ger. Dudley sends a loud message that it's alright to have small churches.

In my opinion,Making the Small Church Effectivis a very worthwhile book. The practical exercises before
each chapter and the resources used assist in affirmingehgths and gifts which the small church brings to
ministry and the community.

| want to express my thanks and appreciation to all members invalvld vari-
ous ministries and committees of our church and to the congregdtaomgj for
making the Lenten Season, Holy Week and Easter Sunday the blssinige
Season has been. | commend all of these ministries to the honor apafglor
God.
With love and blessings,
Father Tony
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has been designated Jas

The Church Periodi- United Thank Offerin

cal Club is an Epis- Sunday in our church. THe
copal institution; its United Thank Offering is
ministry is to raise program encouraging pep-
money to supply ple to share their thankfU-
books, magazines, ness to God through dagy
tapes, videos, music prayer and offerings. Thege
and computer pro- |offerings are then passed on to bless others. ited

grams free to those Jwith prayers and offerings of Episcopalians, fhe
who cannot other- | United Thank Offering ministry reaches around Jthe
wise obtain them. world. A gift such as our elevator is a testimony of
this offering. We hope that you will give generoysly
It was founded in 1888 by Mary Ann Drake Fargq to this worthwhile offering.

and her friends in the Church of the Holy Cam
munion, New York. They sent their bundles o
books and periodicals westward to missionarieg
and pioneers via stagecoach.

There are two primary granting funds. The Na
tional Books Fund holds two granting sessiong
yearly and responds to requests for books and rg-
lated materials around the world. The grants fo
2007 totaled over $43,600. The Miles of Pennie
fund is exclusively used for the book needs o
children; grants are made year round. The grants
in 2007 for Miles of Pennies totaled over
$15,500. Guidelines and application forms can bg
found at www.churchperiodical.com; then click
on the National Granting Funds tab.

It is still several months away from the next area
wide food drive and the O’Fallon Community Fgod
Pantry is running low on the following items:

i .|| * Canned peaches and pears * Canned spinach
Over the years, the CPC of the Diocese of Spring Creamedpcorn beets gnd carrots
field has also assisted our Diocesan seminariaf Canned beef b’roth ' * Great Northern Bedns
with their books. We currently have two seminar

ian receiving assistance. One was ordained in t . Canned meats such as chicken, ham or spam.

: ' : Or you can always help out by donating cash.
Order of Deacons in February and will conclud y y P y g
her studies this semester. The other is in his firs

year at Nashotah House.

food pantry spends over $60,000 on items for ng

. N families in the O’Fallon — Shiloh area.
If you would like to make a contribution, please

make your check payable to St. Michael's wit
the notation CPC in the memo line.

If you choose to assist in this manner, please
your checks out to the O’Fallon Community F¢
. . Pantry and send them to the pantry at the followi
For more information, please contact RObertd ,qress: 801 E. State St., O'Fallon, IL 62269. THank
you for your help.

Clark.
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Jack Moelmann
Kyle AuBuchon
Adele Leskera
Katelyn Armstrong
Jenni Isenberg
Devin Bopp
Jayne Stuart

Julie Armstrong
Iris Soulé

Reggie Harwell

12
15
26
26
28

Betty and Leo Bastian

Judie and Tom Payne

Iris and Co Soulé

Jean and Robert Steitz
Stephanie and Reggie Harwell
Jenni and Keith Isenberg

Amy and Michael Konieczny
Carol and Brian Parsons

We rejoice with Narni Cahill o
the birth of her grandson,

Sean Andrew Cahill

Born: Tuesday, February 26,

at 5:30 p.m. in Cincinnati, Ohi

Sean weighed 7 Ibs. 2 0zs. a
length was 21 inches.

We extend our
Sincerest Condolences to...

Narni Cabhill, Keith Hatch and their family on the death of Narhiusband, Lary. Please remember the Chphill

family in your prayers. May the soul of Lary and all the faithful departetdmgoeaceAmen.




CURSILLO

May 29 — June 1, 2008
Toddhall Retreat &
Conference Center,

Columbia, IL

Cursillo is a world-wide renewal movement
which aims to help people find a closer rela-
tionship with God, to understand their individ-
ual callings in the church, and to acquire more
tools for their spiritual tool bag. The goal of
Cursillo is to r]el_p Chrl_stlans to more fully yn- contributions helped to make the Easter Egg
ders_tand God’s incredible redee_mlng love and | Lint possible. In spite of the weather, the
healing power and then to bring that good | children were able to forage through the Parish
news into the environments in which we live. Hall and gather their treats and prizes. A big
It offers a set of tools as a means to establish thank you to the adults who coordinated the
and maintain a pattern of living based on pi- | event and dealt with the change in venue.

ety, study and apostolic action

e wish to thank those persons whose

For more information, please contact
Milt or Sarah Tober or
Walt or Marge Evans

We are finding candy
wrappers, candy and fodo
crumbs in the Sanctuar
and in the Library areas

NO FOOD
is allowed in the
Sanctuary or Library
area of the Lower Leve

I f you know of anyone who is in negd
of a meal delivered to their home, Ve
have prepared soups in the freezef If
there are special dietary needs pleasg let
us know. For more information, pledse
Your cooperation is appreciatgd. || contact Mary AuBuchon at 589-1728
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

SATURDAY,
APRIL 26, 2008

6:30 P.M.
PARISH HALL

Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread —
All you can eat.

For more information,
please contact Bill Dusenbery



