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f. My Dear Friends:

. '
Vl Car S Christ is risen! Alleluia! We celebrate with mdhs of
Christians around the world the great mystery efrigsurrection of
EaSter “Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified” (Mark 16\8)e hear again

the familiar words to which we have become so a@otosd — “He

= '_ = Messa e has been raised; He is not here (Mark 16.6). Ndodas the women
- g journeyed to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body edwdy Sunday morn-

~ e ing they would have had mixed emotions. They wcwde been
\ & / experiencing feelings of sadness, disbelief andpgisintment. And
yet, when they arrived at the tomb, having wondesa would

open it for them, they found it already opened antpty. Instead of finding the body of their Lortey saw a
young man who told them not to be afraid. Christ hsen! The two disciples, Peter and John, onitgdne news
from the women, also went to the tomb to see femtelves and found that the women were corredteim find-
ings. Having dispersed after Jesus’ arrest, thetigsowere again together in a room, no doubt loleneld but won-
dering what was going on. Did Jesus really risenfthe death as He had so often told them but tltegat believe
or understand? As a means of alleviating theirsf@ad uncertainty Jesus comes to them and saysceéRe with

you!” (Luke 24.26; John 20.19).

When Jesus said these words to a perplexed groapostles, their faith was revived. They had sten
Risen Lord and believed. However when they toldrmas the news, he needed more convincing than @astrig
it from a group of friends. This became a realdy iim when Jesus appeared again to the groupasitlep and
tells Thomas to see and touch, not doubting buewely (John 20.27). This led Thomas to resoungimybfess
his faith, “My Lord and my God! (John 20.28).

Thomas’ initial disbelief and subsequent profesb faith demonstrate that our faith is often éesaind
sometimes even dead and we are unsure as to hespgond when that happens. In our world, we fretiy&ron-
der whether or not Christ is alive. We witness awitl suffering, injustice and oppression, war ancbtism, natu-
ral disasters and hunger, illness and murder. Weanfused, saddened, and doubtful as to whereisGadall of
this instability. Thomas’ declaration reminds uattbur faith can be resurrected, reborn and rendgeduse of a
Risen Lord. Unless Thomas saw the wounds that Jasilired as a result of his crucifixion, he could lbelieve.
We too find it hard to believe in many circumstas)jcmetimes we do not believe that God in Chastdone the
things He has already done and promises to deeifutiare. But Jesus comes to us as He did to Thafady we
would embrace Him, and tells us, “Yes! | have fldfi the things | said | would and will continue fidfill the
promises | have made.”

Thus, in the midst of so much turmoil and suffgrnin our world, a world in which people are seekusgce
in their lives, Jesus comes and says, “Peace lteywit! | am here, | am alive and | can offer yoa tleace that
passes all understanding.” Yes my friends, Chiast tisen! He offers us peace, hope, love and jow fleetter fu-
ture. We need not be afraid or in dismay for ourdLand Savior has risen from the dead, affirmingthe taught
and what the Scriptures had foretold. We need edfiaid or in dismay because our Lord died forftingiveness
of our sins. We need not be afraid or in dismayalbise our Savior conquered death for all those vétieve in
Him. We need not be afraid or in dismay becausedyiyg on Good Friday and rising on Easter Sundayd &
Christ demonstrated that He will not abandon usaAssult of all of these things, we need not loaicfor in dis-
may, only believing.

Judith and our children join with me in wishinguyand your loved ones the peace, love, joy, ane ludp
the Risen Christ. A Blessed and Happy Easter!

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Your Friend and Pastor,

Father Tony
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Order your Easter Lilies now! Cost$45.00per plant. The lilies will add a glorious beality
to the festive decorations in our Sanctuary. Yoe iavited to place them in memory |of

someone who passed away, in honor of someone wmesal to you, or in recognition |pf

an important occasion or person. The list of pessand occasions remembered will|[be
printed in the Easter Worship Service bulletin. Roore information, please see Vi Ohle-
meier or call her at 632-2814. A sign-up list ighe Narthex

07) $

On Maundy Thursday (April 9), immediately followinthe Hol

Eucharist, there will be the Watch at the AltarR¥pose until 12:0
noon on Good Friday. We are requesting personsaiicypate in the
Watch throughout this time period at one-hour weés.

Please find a sign-up sheet on the table in theéhisar Those wishinp
to participate are asked to print their names texte time they woulfl
like to reserve.

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt
will take place following the Service on
Easter Sunday (April 12).
We would appreciate monetary contributions towahesEgg Hunt.
Please make checks to St. Michael's and in the metease add Egg Hunt.
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Bill Dusenbery and Jerry Anderson at the grill Laura Cruse and her boys, Ben and Brian

Roberta Clark and Moses Harrison

From |—r: Leo Bastian, Roberta Clark,

Mary AuBuchon and Nancy Machmer

From |—r: Bob MacNeill, Georgia MacNeill

and Barbara Moore

Mary AuBuchon about to serve

Photos credit: Jack Moelmann
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1
15
17
21
22

25
26
27

Jan Hayden
Jack Moelmann
Kyle AuBuchon
Bryce Cissell
Adele Leskera
Thomas Clarke
Katelyn Armstrong
Jenni Isenberg
Devin Bopp
Jayne Stuart
Julie Armstrong
Iris Soule
Reggie Harwell
Kristen Fabry
Avery Vanas

12
15
26
26
28

Betty and Leo Bastian

Judie and Tom Payne

Iris and Co Soule

Jean and Bob Steitz
Stephanie and Reggie Harwell
Jenni and Keith Isenberg

Amy and Michael Konieczny
Carol and Brian Parsons

SUNDAY, APRIL 19 has been designated fas
United Thank Offering Sunday in our church. Bhe

daily prayer and offerings. These offerings fare
then passed on to bless others. United With

offering. We hope that you will give generouslyto
this worthwhile offering.

Lord, we give thanks to you...
When we are free of fear and worry,
When our children return home safely,
When a new baby is born in our family,
When we receive your gifts of food, clothing
and shelter,
When we see your creative hand in t
he beauty of nature,
When our loved ones return to you,
When the sick and suffering are healed,
When the right solution comes to some
serious problem,
When we find the peace of God in pain and s@r-
row,
When we discover through faith that
death is a gateway into eternal life with Chris
When we have enjoyed good fellowship ang
friends,
O God, we ask that we may ever be united
in our response to your love, thankful for
our many blessings and happy to give our offefing
that by your Holy Spirit all nations and peopl
may
know the power of the love of Jesus Christ. Anflen.



Photos credit: Jack Moelmann
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances Gd¢itsgdom through engaging in Christian renewalhie

lives of individuals and families.

Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His lovewmnpowelcome people to faith, and go into the wadd

make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are committedugh the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a miuof Worship, Ministry
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship.
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This year, the ECW for the Diocese of Springfiels ichosen The
Hope Institute for Children and Families as theutr®ach Project for
20009.

Over the years, The Hope Institute for Children d&ailies has
been a leading provider of evidence based, innexatare for chil-
dren and young adults with multiple disabilities.

A Springfield dentist and his wife, Dr. and Mrs. &les E. Jordan,
founded The Hope School in 1957. The Jordan’s wissatisfied
with the lack of learning opportunities and placemeptions for
their daughter, who was blind and had multiple liigges. After
much travel and research, the Jordan’s found ditfacn England
that offered a school program for children with tipké disabilities,
but it was filled to capacity. They traveled to Ergl, studied the
program, and returned to lllinois where they fouhdehe Hope
School.

The School began in a modest, six-room house. B8,1the School moved to a larger home. In 1960,
there were 16 children and a need for more spauoelake property was acquired and ground was broken
for the new facility and current campus.

In building a list of retired board members, wertesl that in 1985, The Hope School served 85 amidr
by employing 85 staff. In 2005, we employed 470fstaking 8 lllinois Universities, and collaboriat
with 4 out of state research institutions. The Hbopsitute for Children and Families is a privatet-for-
profit, multifaceted educational, residential, hleadervices, research, and training provider foduse
supporting youth and families to reach optimum glgwndependence, and joy. In collaboration witl un
versity partners and families, The Hope Institideres more than 115 children (ages 5-21) with rplelti
disabilities, including autism. Although there am@merous day students, most of the children live ran
ceive residential services through the Hope CediateResidential Services year-round and attencdeeith
the on-grounds accredited school or are enrollédcal public schools. Each child has a living dean-
ing program.

The Hope Institute employs more than 470 year-rostaff to provide 24-hour care and support services
Staff includes direct care providers, nurses, vonat/job coaches, teachers, occupational, physacal
speech therapists, behavior specialists, and alipgychologists.

If you desire to assist the ECW attain its finahgeal of $2,000 to The Hope Institute, please mybar
check payable to ECW Outreach and malil it to owasurer, Judy Ellison, 122 Hightide Drive, Decatur,
62521 or to Marv Swan, 1217 Forest Street, Eldqrid62930.

Thank you for assisting us in this worthwhile Oatrle endeavor.



