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The Seasons of  Lent, Easter and Taxes  
by Father Anthony Holder 

 
 As I sat in the waiting room of the accountant’s 
office about to do my civic duty of getting my taxes in or-
der for filing my Income Tax Return form, I began think-
ing about whether or not I will be owing Uncle Sam this 
year or will I be on the positive or benefit end.  I reflected 
on the millions of people who, with similar thoughts, have 
been hustling and bustling throughout this period to get 
their financial responsibility completed and many more 
who will be continuing to do so before April 15. 
 My reflection led me to another thought. I contem-
plated on the time of the year, during Lent and Easter, in 
which we make these financial obligations and whether or not there is a correlation 
between filing income tax returns and these two seasons.  I recalled scriptural texts 
that spoke about paying taxes.  An example that immediately came to mind was Jesus, 
in response to a question asked by the Pharisees said, “give to the emperor the things 
that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21; cf. Mark 
12:17; Luke 20:25). Another instance came from Paul, “give to everyone what you 
owe: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue…” (Romans 13:7). I 
thought, momentarily, of “taxation” (mentioned in the KJV) at the time of Jesus’ 
birth, although the occasion was more likely a census.  The low opinion of tax collec-
tors in the Bible and people’s perception of those who collect our taxes today also 
formed part of my thought process.  However, I still needed to ascertain whether or 
not there is a connection to the tax and the Lent and Easter seasons. 
 I came to the realization that there is an association.  As we go about prepar-
ing an inventory of our civic and financial responsibilities, as Christians, we are also 
called to engage in an inventory of the spiritual and Christian aspects of our lives.  We 
engage in putting our financial and spiritual responsibilities in order during this time 
of the year which our federal government has set aside for us to meet these obliga-
tions.  The Church has also set aside this time of the year for us to re-examine our 
spiritual and Christian obligations.  On Ash Wednesday, we would recall that we were 
charged to observe the season of Lent, “by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy 
Word” (BCP 265).  In the event, we are too busy throughout the year, the Church has 
identified a time for us to engage in personal spring cleaning. 
 Thus, in the same way the Scriptures encourage and expect that we will pay 
our taxes, we are also encouraged and expected to examine our lives.  In the same way 
we pay taxes throughout the year by way of our salaries or at the cash register; we are 
also expected to regularly analyze ourselves, from a spiritual perspective.  In the same 
way we pay close attention to filing our taxes so that the government receives what is 
due to them, we are also to consider our thoughts, our actions, and our lives in general 
so that they reflect the way God expects us to live.  In the same way we take time to 
have our taxes prepared for filing, whether we use an accountant or we file them our-
selves, we are called to take time to engage in spiritual preparation and prayer.  This is 
important to our preparation and celebration of Easter for it was “a time in which con-
verts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism” (BCP 265) on the evening before 
Easter Day. It is crucial to our fulfilling our promise to serve God faithfully as His 
people.                  
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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April 1 is 
Maundy Thurs-
day. The Order 
of Service will 
be the celebra-
tion of the Holy 
Eucharist, 
Washing of the 

Feet, Stripping of the Altar and the 
Watch. We are requesting at least 
twelve persons to participate in hav-
ing their feet washed at this Service 
as we remember Jesus’ washing of 
His disciples’ feet. Interested per-
sons are to give their names to Fa-
ther Tony or to our Secretary, Polly 
Ziegler, at the Parish Office by Holy 
Tuesday (March 30). 

 

On Maundy 
Thursday im-
mediately fol-
lowing the 
Holy Eucharist, 
there will be 
the Watch at 
the Altar of 
Repose until 

12:00 noon on Good Friday. We are 
requesting persons to participate in 
the Watch throughout this time pe-
riod at one-hour intervals.  A sign-
up sheet is on the table in the Nar-
thex.  

Eight to ten volunteers are needed to set up the garden in the 
Narthex on Wednesday, March 31, at 1:00 p.m. Anyone who 
would like to loan plants for the garden, please bring them on 
Wednesday and be sure to put your name on them. Volunteers 
will also be needed to take the garden down on Tuesday, April 
6, at 1:00 p.m. Please contact Vi Ohlemeier at 632-2814. Come 
join in this garden experience. 

Order your Easter Lilies now! Cost is $15.00 per plant. The 
lilies will add a glorious beauty to the festive decorations in our 
Sanctuary. You are invited to place them in memory of some-
one who passed away, in honor of someone who is special to 
you, or in recognition of an important occasion or person. The 
list of persons and occasions remembered will be printed in the 
Easter Worship Service bulletin. For more information, please 
contact Vi Ohlemeier. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

Our annual Children’s Easter Egg Hunt will take place 
following the Service on Easter Sunday (April 4). This 
year we would appreciate monetary contributions to-
wards the Egg Hunt. Please make checks to St. Mi-
chael’s and in the memo, please add Egg Hunt. For 
more information, please contact Amy Konieczny at 
667-2131. 
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 It’s not too early to think about Church Camp 2010! Church 
Camp will be from Sunday, June 27 to Saturday, July 3, at East Bay 
Camp, Hudson, IL, on Lake Bloomington. The theme of the camp this 
year is “Can You Hear Him Now?” The camp, which is divided into 
three age groups, is for campers who have completed Grades 1- 11. 

 Camp fees are:  
$225.00 for the first camper of a family 

    $205.00 for the second camper of a family  
    $185.00 for additional members of a family 

Application forms may be downloaded from the Diocesan web site at: www.episcopalspringfield.org.  
  
 A $50.00 registration deposit for each camper is due with your registration. Any remaining balance is 
due (postmarked) by June 15.  An Early Bird discount of $10 per camper  may be taken if the fees are paid in 
full and postmarked by May 1.   NO applications will be accepted after June 1!  
       
 Camp applications and health forms are to be sent to the camp registrar by e-mail at rebecca-
gamage@yahoo.com or mailed to her at: Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois, c/o Rebecca Gamage, 5911 N. 
Graceland Drive. Peoria, IL 61614. Her phone number is (309)-648-2421. 
 

NOMINATION OF NEXT BISHOP  
The process for nominating persons to be the next Bishop of our Diocese has begun 
and the nominator packet including the nomination form is are available on the Dioce-
san web site at: http://episcopalspringfield.org/bishopsearch.html or directly at: http://
episcopalspringfield.org/documents/NominatorPacket_Final_001.pdf 
 Individuals need to be nominated by a member of the clergy and of the laity. We in-
vite you to nominate potential candidates or if you have family members or friends 
who may know of individuals who would be suitable candidates for our Diocese, do 

encourage the submission of their names. 

Nominations will close on Monday, April 12, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. (CDT) and there will be no nominations from 
the floor at the Nominating or Electing Synods. All nominations are to be sent to the Diocesan Center in 
Springfield. The nominator packet online will outline the guidelines.  

Diocesan Profile & Survey Results 
 

The Diocesan Profile and Survey Results are on the diocesan web site.  The Profile 
contains a wealth of valuable information and photos depicting the life of the Dio-
cese. The results of the survey represent the views of 850 members of the Diocese. 
We invite you to read the Profile (the survey results are included) and to thank the 
members of the Election Committee for the fine work they have done in producing 
this document.  

The Profile and Survey Results can be viewed at:  
http://episcopalspringfield.org/bishopsearch.html 

DIOCESAN INFORMATION 
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S t. Michael’s Music Ministry is 
pleased to announce its sec-
ond music compact disc (CD). 
It is entitled “A Medley of 

Favorite Hymns.” The first CD which 
we made was in December 2009 and 
was entitled “The Glorious Sounds of 
Christmas.” These CDs were recorded 
by our organist, Jack Moelmann, play-
ing our own church organ. The dy-
namic range of the organ is quite im-

pressive and can easily show off our own stereo system. Many of the 
hymns that we sing during our Services throughout the year are heard 
on this new 63-minute recording. One concluding medley features our 
choir singing three of our familiar processional and recessional hymns. 
A final medley features patriotic songs and the CD ends with our choir 
singing our National Anthem – The Star Spangled Banner. This CD is 
available now for $10 and can be obtained by seeing either Jack Moel-
mann or Roberta Clark. Checks should be made payable to St. Mi-
chael’s with Hymn CD in the memo line. This CD would make a great 
gift for your friends and neighbors. The third in the series of re-
cordings will feature our choir singing their favorite anthems and 
should be available around June this year. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jack. The complete music list is posted on the bulletin 
board. 

M any thanks for your continued 
support of the food pantry.  Most of 
you have probably noticed that we 
have changed our procedures a bit 
for collecting items for the commu-
nity food pantry.  We are focusing on 
a particular item or items for the en-
tire month.  For the month of April 
we will focus on baby items — food, 
juices, wipes and diapers.  Of course 
if you find a great deal or have cou-
pons for other items, you are most 
certainly welcome to bring in those 
items as well. 
 
If you would like more information, 
please contact Mary AuBuchon at 
589-1728. 

A Book study will begin Wednesday,  
April14, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

 

“The Shack”  

by William Paul Young  
 

will be the source used in this book 
study. Jean Anderson will lead the discussion group. Copies of the 
book can be purchased at Sam’s club for $9.46. You are required to 
read the book before the class begins and bring your book with you 
to class. As to whether to meet two or three times will be deter-
mined by those attending. A list of questions to ponder will be pro-
vided for you when you sign up to attend. A sign-up sheet as well 
as an assortment of study questions will be on the table in the Nar-
thex.  

For more information, please contact Jean Anderson at 628-1127. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new Parish Directory will be 
published in April. Please check 
the draft copy located on the table 
in the Narthex.  
 
Please make any additions or cor-
rections. If you don’t find your 
name on the draft, please fill out 
the blue Membership form located 
on the table in the Narthex and re-
turn it to the Office.  
 
In order that we may know that 
you have checked your listing, 
please put an “OK” by your 
name.  
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We are looking for new additions to 
our Greeter's Committee. This is a 
great way to meet all of our mem-
bers as they arrive for our Sunday 
Services and welcome them to our 
Church. If you have an interest in 
our group, please let one of our 
greeters know or contact Tom Payne 
at 277-9776. We hope you will con-
sider in joining our Ministry.  

�������������� � � � � � � � � 4�

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1  Jan Hayden 
2  Jack Moelmann 
5  Kyle AuBuchon 
            Bryce Cissell 
6 Adele Leskera 
10  Lindsey Waight 
11  Orion Trotter 
13  Kylla Atkisson 
15  Jenni Isenberg 
17  Devin Bopp 
22 Iris Soulé 
25  Reggie Harwell 
26  Kristen Vanas 
27  Noah Proctor 
 Avery Vanas 
28 Lauren Waight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Leo and Betty Bastian 
4 Tom and Judie Payne 
6 Jason and Kylla Atkisson 
      Co and Iris Soulé 
12 David and Dorothy Lynn 
15 Reggie and Stephanie Harwell 
26 Keith and Jenni Isenberg 
      Michael and Amy Konieczny 
28  Brian and Carol Parsons 

 We have need of caregivers 
for the Toddler Nursery.  
 If you have taken the Sexual 
Abuse Awareness Training class and 
would be willing to help supervise our 
toddlers with another adult, we would 
appreciate your help.  
 Currently parents and other 

individuals have been taking turns during the church Service 
until Communion is given. We would like, however, enough 
people so that volunteers only have to do it once a quarter. 
You can sign up for a Sunday on the list in the Toddler room. 
Try it out and get a chance to know some of our youngest 
parishioners! For more information, contact Amy Konieczny 
(667-2131) or Ann Wilt (632-4565).  

      ����������������������������������������  

The Vicar’s Easter Message       (Continues from page 2) 
 
 As we observe another Easter, the unlikely idea of prepar-
ing to and filing Income Tax Returns at this time provides us with 
an example and a comparison as to how to prepare oneself to cele-
brate the resurrected Lord.  My prayer is that having filed our taxes 
and engaged in self-examination and prayer we will celebrate with 
joy the resurrection of Our Lord, who, expects us to love God and 
each other, promises that we will be raised with Him to newness of 
life, and invites us to serve God devotedly in His Church and in the 
world. 
 Judith and our family join me in extending to you and 
yours a blessed and joyous Easter! 
 
Your  Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Tony 
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