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4-5  Christmas Pop Organ
Concert:
Jack Moelmann’s House
12 Christingle Making
(9:00 a.m.)
13 Cookie Walk (10:30-3p.m.)j
Christingle Service
(4:30 p.m.)
18 132nd Anniversary of our
Diocese
24 Christmas Eve:
Carols and Festive Holy
Eucharist, 8:00 p.m.
25 CHRISTMAS DAY:
The Nativity of Our Lord
31 New Year’'s Eve
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light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit

great humility; that in the last day, when h

shall come again in his glorious majesty t
judge both the living and the dead, we may
to the life immortal; through him who lives a

now and for ever. Amen.
(Collect for the Second Sunday of Adven

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one Gof,

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the
works of darkness, and put on the armor ¢f
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ANGEL TREE

Sharing

’rChmstmas Christmas is coming and as we reflect

the joys and blessings in our lives we re
out to those whose joys are not as nuf
ous. Each year St Michael's sponsors

on
hch
ner-
the

Christmas party for the Peace Place
tion Center in Belleville by giving gifts

the program.

haven for people in domestic violence situations and avbon pro
grams where they are encouraged to express their feedfedg, 40
solve conflicts in peaceful ways and to build positigenily rela-
tionships.

The Angel Tree is one of St. Michael's Outreach Conaait mos
joyful yearly projects. Gift Tags for suggested presentt lve
placed on a Christmas tree in our Narthex on NoverfiBerto be
returned with the gift no later than December 13. Théypaill be
held on December 16. Once again we will be asking for yelj
with this wonderful project of love and support.

Ann Wilt (632-4565).
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Therapy program at the Violence Prevgn-

the children and their mothers involvedjin

The Violence Prevention Center has beén a

If you have any questions, please call Audrey Waight (206- 85r/|4)
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To add festive color for the Christmas season, waskig mem
bers of our congregational family to donate $15.00 per |fdara.
Poinsettia. The sign up sheet is on the table in théhdbarMake
your check payable to St. Michael’'s, memo: (Poinseffiag final

date to order is Sunday, December 14. Thank you for youest§e
in this project.

For more information, please see
Vi Ohlemeier or call her at 632-2814.




Four lay delegates - Jean Anderson, Bill DusenberyrtyHaore and Nancy Machmer - represented St. Mi-
chael's Episcopal Church at the 138ynod of the Diocese of Springfield on October 23 and 24, 20Q9Vicar, Fa-
ther Tony Holder, was a clerical delegate, while Rob@itak and Sierra Gore attended on behalf of the Episcopal
Churchwomen (ECW) and the Diocesan Youth Department résglgciThe Synod was hosted by the Cathedral Church
of St. Paul and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Springfilidois and held at The Inn in Springfield (next door te th
Diocesan Center).

The theme of the Synod wasring the Resurrected Life: Walking Daily with Christhe synod reflected this
theme particularly through the various services and peobdeflection from the Synod Chaplain, the Rt. Rev. bda
Parsons, Assisting Bishop of Springfield. Bishop Parsoricteons, which were very inspiring, were remarks by St.
Teresa of Avila, a T6century nun who founded several convents in Spain. She liratydhe time of the Reformation
and Counter-Reformation when there were divisions andailimthe Church but she wanted Christians to continue
pressing forward. Bishop Parsons, who spoke of “a salthieass” to St. Teresa’s writings, compared her timeuto
present time and therefore chose four of her remarkssoettections:

“Seeing that | am a sinner and incapable of doing all | should like in the Leetiace, and as my whole yearning
was and still is that as He (God) has so many enemies and soefedsf these last should be trusty onéstom the
book —The Way of Perfectign

“If it (obedience) sends you to the kitchen, remember that thewalids among the pots and pan$rom the book
— Foundations.

St. Teresa was traveling in a coach one day andnéduover. Some say she was dumped into a river with ald w
ter, while others say she was dumped into a lot of medeiheless, when she got up she s#ithis is how Your Maj-
esty (the Lord) treats your friends, it is small wonder you kaview of them'{From the book +oundation3.

“O my Lord, since it seems thou art determine on my salvatiofi-tdm the book tife). This reference was her seek-
ing to find out how come God has not kept her from sinning sdhmuc

Apart from welcoming a number of guests to Synod, new clergiye diocese and thanking those who have left
since the last Synod as well as thanking the Cathedral Chtiéh Paul and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Springfield,
their clergy and congregations, Bishop Beckwith reportedherstate of the church. In his address, he spoke of the con-
tinued erosion of the Episcopal Church in terms of @estng numbers, a situation that is worsening as a rfsdsolu-
tions, particularly relating to sexuality issues, whichhremgassed at the recently held General Convention. Although he
mentioned that “[r]ealistically, the situation is dire,” $tates that “[ijn every age the Church has been irscuisd in
comparison, though it has the potential of being very desteychis is relatively mild.” He also remarked that we ar
“particularly blessed to be present at this particulassnaads in the history of the Church in light of the that “[i]t
doesn’'t take much character or commitment to ministeasy &mes.” The Bishop also share four words — “Admit; Sub-
mit; Commit; and Transmit” as a simple formula for @sGhristians to use as “we open themselves to allowtGod
work in us and through us.”

The business conducted at this Synod was quite straight-tbridlations passed with little to no discussion and
all elections were by acclamation. Items that arethwoof note include: The Treasurer’s report that the doessled
2008 with a budget deficit of $102,965 which included one-time expen$Ss18f0 (new furnace, air conditioners, and
roof repairs), leaving the actual budget deficit at $93,865, whah within the budget deficit adopted by Synod and
Council. The Synod approved a budget for 2010 with a projectedtdéf37,049 and a budgeted income of $845,149,
down from $860,322 in 2009. Total expenditures are expected at $882,198 abtokd44,965 in 2009.

The Synod approved a resolution commending the biblical stantititd tithe to all members of the diocese as a vital
element of being faithful Christians and encouragihgneimbers to move toward the tithe by giving to God a lgpger
centage of their income in each of the next two yearsthélpurpose of achieving the tithe by 2012. The Synod chal-
lenged all clergy, vestries, and bishop’s committees tptasimilar resolution in each congregation.

The Standing Committee announced the Process and Timelitieef&lection of the Bishop Coadjutor. The
process is going to be very similar to the one used to Bisglcop Beckwith in 1991. It was also announced that the Rev
Canon Eugene Stormer will serve as the Election Comn@ibedr and that names to serve on the Election Committee
will be made known on November 29, 2009 (Advent I). More compldtalsl@about the process and timeline are avail-
able on the diocesan website at: www.episcopalspringfigithishopsearch.html

(Continued on page 7)



CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

Our annual Christingle Service will be held on Sundayewer 13
at 4:30 p.m. in our Church. This wonderful children’s CargilSer
vice ushers in the Christmas Season. It is a time whédren, acco
panied by parents, grandparents, relatives and friends, speowdar-
ful afternoon together.

The musical and dramatic presentations by children fonrhgdathe
afternoon Service, but the highpoint is the lighting dfri§€tingles
Please save the date and be a part of this exciting 8ewicch fea
tures our children.

We would still like members of our congregational famdyassist ir
monetary donations toward the toothpicks, raisins, @roranges
candles, red tape and sweets to make the Christiftjese make checks payable to St. Michael's Episgopal
Church, memo: Christingle Service.

Assistance in making the Christingles on Saturday, Dbeert2, at 9:00 a.m. for an hour would be greatly
appreciated.

HOLIDAY COOKIE WALK

Want homemade cookies and candy for family and guestsloolit want
to bake or stand over a hot stove for hours? Theat I&. Michael's o
December 13 during our coffee hour, where we will again hlagevon
derful “Cookie Walk” sale until 3:00. The Holiday Cookiealk/ was sug
gested by a patron who bought cookies during the Craft Boutigi&ec
ond-Hand Treasures Faire and stated that if we have db&ieCWalk
again during the holidays, she’d much rather buy them tretihan a bak
ery.

To walk the Walk, take a plate (or two or three), walkuacba table loaded with an assortment of hgfne-
made, mouth-watering cookies and candy and pile the Ipiglbe When you think you’ve stockpiled eno 5;
to last through the holidays, your goodies will be wegyh The cost is $6.00 a pound. And your selec ns
will be homemade — not like the store stuff. Just thirdy’'lybe free to entertain without the stress of hg
ing to prepare dessert. If someone drops in unexpectediyapoyou’ll have sweets to share.

We'd like to get as many varieties as possible, so pleglpe If you would like to participate in this ventufe,
there will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. If ggpe makes a couple of batches of cookies, we will fflave
quite a selection.

For more information, please see Nancy Machmer bhealat 664-1631.



SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET? TALK TO SOMEONE WHO HAS GONE TO ONE BEFORE!
NEWCOMERS AND OLDCOMERS, ONE AND ALL, JOIN US!!

If you have never been to one, the Progressive Disnene of our most popular functions. The adults ¢f St
Michael's meet for a three course, three locatiomln@ppetizers, main course and dessert) starting af 6:00
p.m. at the homes of our members. We all gather togé&heppetizers in one location, divide up for the
main course, and gather together again for dessert. Bagletsingle will be assigned an appetizer, vegeta-
ble, or dessert to bring. A cost of $6.00 per person defreysast of drinks and the main course.

Transportation will be available and Nursery care will be provded at Kelly Etheridge’s house!
The Sign-Up Sheet is in the Narthex or call Roxanne Amod73-3225) or Ann Wilt (632-4565).

This is the event to meet the newcomers and catch uptlwvithe "oldcomers"!!
Just about everyone will be there!!

THE_GLORIOUS P |
SOUNDS compact disc (CD). It is entitl
OF CHRISTMAS s

ist, Jack Moelmann, playing o
own church organ. The dynamic range of the ofjgan
IS quite impressive and can easily show off ypur

are for sale for $10 each with the proceeds ging
toward our Music Ministry. To order, just sign fip
on the sheet in the Narthex. Perhaps you shoul@ get
one or more for your friends or other family mem-
bers to enjoy. Checks should be made payable [p St.
Recorded at Michael's and organ CD indicated on the mefmo
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church line. Please give your payment to either Jack Mpel-
O’Fallon, Illinois mann or Roberta Clark. Your CD will be availafle

November 2009 within a few days.

ORGANIST: JACK MOELMANN



ANNUAL MEETING, POTLUCK AND
ELECTIONS FOR THE BISHOP’S
COMMITTEE, DEANERY
REPRESENTATIVES AND SYNOD
REPRESENTATIVES

After the Eucharist, plea
join us in the Parish H

son to the Bishop’s Co
mittee to serve a one vy
term due to a vacan

those members whose terms expire [hig
month, four (4) persons to represent St. Mi
chael's at Synod next year, and two (2) per
sons to represent St. Michael's at the Deape
meeting.

=

ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!

ANNUAL REPORTS
FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

pnnuaj
Reportg

All Chairs of Commit;
tees and Leaders of qQr-
ganizations are asked|to
have their reports fqr

ffﬁ%& the Annual Meetin
prepared and submittéd

- / to the Administrativ
Assistant, Polly, no latgr

than Sunday, January 3, 2010 (Email pre
ferred).

ELECTIONS TO
THE BISHOP’S COMMITTEE

Our Annual Meeting and Elections to lEe
Bishop’s Committee will take place on Sundpy,
January 17, 2010.

According to the Constitution and Canons of the
Episcopal Diocese of Springfield - Canon P5,
/Section 1b. Members of our congregational fam-
ily “...at least eighteen years of age who are cpm-
municants in good standing as defined in Canhon
43, Section 3, and who have been confirmed jpy a
Bishop of this Church or received into this
Church as having been properly confirmed}..”
are eligible for election. Please give this ypur
prayerful consideration.

Canon 43, Section 3

“All communicants of this Church who for t
previous year have been faithful in corporpte

worship, unless for good cause prevented, Jand
have been faithful in working, praying and giving

for the spread of the kingdom of God, are tq be
considered communicants in good standing.”

e

Interested persons in running for the Bishoy
Committee should submit a resume not to e
ceed one page to the Parish Office no latg
than Sunday, January 3, 2010.
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Jean Anderson
Lucas Etheridge
Kim Skibinski
Stephanie Harwell
Sabrina Clindaniel
Sally Pardee

Jody Moses
Candyce Trotter
Abigail Scott

Matt Kibbons
Griffin Trotter

Kevin and Cassie McGraw
Philip and Saundra Smith
Walt and Marge Evans
Nels and Ann Wilt

Al and Nancy Machmer
Mark and Audrey Waight

Moses and Sharon Harrispr

munity. Today it provide
support for 211 families
roughly 750 people on

in the same building that also houses the O’Fallon Sentae@
Center. Individuals and families who are in need & thpe o
assistance can visit the facility one time each monthHylondays

until 3:00 PM.
If you wish to support the efforts of the Food Pantry,

vice or take the food directly to the Food Pantry. Duringdde
ber, we would like to concentrate on soups, dry beanshat
breakfast items. While we ask you to concentrate orifgpeate-
gories each month, all food is welcome.

Additionally, you can help the Food Pantry by placing
pons in the basket in the Narthex to help them cut costs ke
shoppers have to purchase food items. If you need moreniaf
tion, please contact Nels Wilt (632-4565).

monthly basis. The Food Pantry is located at 801 Eats Stree]

The O’Fallon Food Pantry was
formed in 1992 by a group of
church women who felt thefe
was a need for one in our con-

r
a

and Tuesdays from 9:00 AM to noon, or on Fridays from 9:00{ AM

you

can bring in canned goods throughout the year to any Sundaly Ser-

[®X

Ou-
t
DI

SYNOD REPORT 2009 (continued from page 3)

Other highlights of the Synod included:

The singing provided Evensong on the Friday evening by th
thedral Choir and members of the Springfield Choral $pcie

ning and the performance by a local Blue Grass Baatdilhyed
while we were dining

Our own, Sierra Gore’s sterling presentation that fedus youth
activities in the diocese and the need for our commitheestipport
them in order to propel the church into the future.

We, your delegation, want to thank you for the opportunityllofva
ing us to represent you at the 138ynod. We deemed it a true ho

The delicious meal served at the Synod Banquet on Frigay €

e Ca-

nor

will continue to bless and keep you. We also want to laghlihe
fact that the lay delegates chosen at our Annual Meatidgmuary
2010 will have a very important role in the future of our chu
These delegates will be required to attend three Syino2810 due

=

Electing Synod on September 17-18 and thé"1S@od on October
8-9 in Champaign, lllinois. God be with them and may weball
trusty friends of Gothrough the process of electing a new Bishop.

yRespectfully submitted,
Jean Anderson, Bill Dusenbery, Harry Gore and Nancy kach

and blessing and appreciate your confidence in us and pray that God

to the election process — the Nominating Synod on August 6-7, the






Not pictured: Narni Cahill and Yasemin Koss




