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PRAYER FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

Almighty God and everlasting God, you hate nothyog have made and

forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Creatd arake in us new and ¢

on-

trite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sinsd acknowledging our
wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of allcymeperfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, iixes and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and edenen.

At the Annual Meeting and Election of Me
bers to the Bishop’s Committee, Synod
Deanery held on Sunday, January 20, 2
the following persons were elected:

Term Expiring 2011
Laura Cruse, Harry Redd, Michael Weav

Synod Delegates 2008
Jean Anderson, Bill Dusenbery, Nancy Machmer

Alternate Synod Delegates 2008
Harry Redd, Nels Wilt

Deanery Delegates 2008
Jean Anderson, Nancy Machmer

We congratulate our elected members.
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Temptation

“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil”
(Matthew 4:1)

The temptations of Jesus somehow emphasizes hiaritynm light of

the fact that temptation is a part of human liféthdugh we are well

aware that Jesus was both human and divine, éassuring to know

that He was subject to temptation and thereforis levare of what we,

as human beings experience within our daily liés doubt because of

the divine nature of Christ, we often fail to rentmmthat he was truly
a human being. He was a man who walked this eadhdad similar things that human beings did. Wedten
only to think of his divinity. But although Jesussv‘led by the Spirit” during this ordeal, yet h#él xperi-
enced struggles and had to totally rely of his adyeme and complete acceptance of the Father’s will.

In the three temptations which Jesus encounteneddévil invited him to become a type of Messiald Gad
not called him to be. Jesus is asked to becomditicabMessiah and to consider the human priviegé
wealth, glory and power. This was the kind of Makghat many of the Jews were expecting but itiweaghe
type of Messiah God wanted Jesus to be.

In knowing the Old Testament, Jesus refuses to totafhe attractive offers of the devil. Insteag ¢hooses

to be completely dependent on the Father, demaimgfridnat recognition of God, following his will drbeing
obedient to him must always come first. In not suabing to the devil’s temptations, Jesus indicaked
nothing—not wealth, not power, not even physicaldfe-must come between us and obedience to the Father

Little do we realize that the temptations whichud¥efaced, we, as Christians, experienced in madyaned
ways. We encounter temptations of power, wealthraaterial things. We experience the temptationlace
God at our level instead of reaching to his leVéé are tempted to make God in our own image arahéks
instead of enjoying that we are made in his im&ye.face the temptation to use prayer to bargaih @ibd
and to receive what we want instead of allowing @odive us what is best for us and our situatrolifé.

My dear friends, the lesson we learn from the textiqis which Jesus encountered is that we are tbelael-
fast in our obedience to God and his will. Chrisew what the Scriptures said and he understooddaigtion
as God’s Messiah and so he reaffirmed his fidabtyhis Father. Even although the temptations wingh
Lord faced may have looked attractive yet he disedshem because as the old saying goes, “Allgiitégrs
is not gold.” However, while we want to be faithfule still find ourselves wanting to “give in” tbe alluring
or appealing aspects of temptation.

The temptations of Jesus teach us that we areddallieve by God’s word as Jesus did. We need tawkwhat
it says in order to live by it and to resist thaltdnges we may encounter due to the alluring patfithe evil
one who is always willing and ready to lead us tetoptation. Nevertheless, amidst the temptatiodss&rug-
gles of life, always remember that our “God istait; he will not let you be tempted beyond whatiyean
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also prexadvay out so that you can endure it” (1 Cor. 3D:1
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY BLOSSOMS IN SPRINGFIELD
By The Rev. Ann H. Tofani, Diocese of Springfield

The humble beginning of the Diocese of Springfeelorayer shawl ministry was blessed by the donatit
numerous plastic bins filled to capacity in vari@e$ors and weights of yarn.

Janet Reese assisted a friend who wanted toeyejiadnn shop and move out of the country by puiicgabese|

skeins. Janet had no idea how she was going tthissgarn, but God had a plan.

In early 2007, it was Diane Richardson’s dreamgrois to begin a prayer shawl ministry. Whetherradivid-
ual was talented or a beginning knitter or crochetembers and/or friends were invited to sharé thdents in thig
endeavor. Under her guidance, a group of 13 women
and one child began the ministry. We have a womlam eannot knit or crochet, but is sewing beautifayer shawls
Another elderly woman donates her time by rolling avrapping each shawl with a colorful ribbon.

The making of a prayer shawl is a spiritual endeaBefore one starts, a blessing, a prayer orsh vé said
dedicating the work of the hands toward the shaegdisstruction. As
one continues, various prayers and/or blessingsadethroughout the process. When it is completesiagain praye
on and blessed with holy water by our priest, Tkg.RAnthony Holder.

Since its inception, more than 60 prayer shawi® ieeen made and sent all over the United StatksoaBar-
bados and other overseas locales. Recipientsiemrehospital

patients, residents in nursing homes or assistedlfacilities, homebound patients, retired psemstd bishops, handj-

capped children and troops serving in Irag. An émgqroject is to provide new Cursillo members withpraye
shawl.

To offset mailing costs, prayer shawl ministry ntemmLorraine Libel crocheted a beautiful queen $fied-
spread. Raffle tickets were sold for the bedspesatimoney collected from the raffle was depositediture use.

The above article about St. Michael’'s Prayer Shiimistry was published in the Episcopal Church WoiséVinter
2007 national publication, Communiqué

SEXUAL ABUSE
PREVENTION TRAINING

Sunday, February 17, 2008
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.

This training is mandated by Diocesan policyl'for

all church members who fall into the followifg
Saturday, February 2, 2008 categories: Clergy, volunteers who regularly jsu-
6:00 p.m. pervise youth activities including all Sunday
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church school teachers and nursery helpers, and cijurch
' employees.
Plans will be made for this The training is highly encouraged for all vesgy/
year’s Fellowship events. bishop's committee members and may beg at-
tended by others who may be interested.
For more information, please contact _ _
Bill Dusenbery at 398-1456. For more information, please contact Margd or

Walt Evans at 632-9746.
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Lenten Reflection *And They Have Believed “ — Michael Weaver

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted @yéssto heaven and said, “Father, the hour
has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may gldhge, since thou hast given him power over
all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thoushaiven him. And this is eternal life, that they
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ wihmm hast sent. | glorified thee on earth,
having accomplished the work which thou gavestamw®i and now, Father, glorify thou me in
thy own presence with the glory which | had witbettvefore the world was made. | have mani-
fested thy name to the men whom thou gavest mef ¢ world; thine they were, and thou
gavest them to me, and they have kept thy wordv tNey know that everything that thou hast
given me is from thee; for | have given them theds/avhich thou gavest me, and they have
received them and know in truth that | came fropethand they have believed that thou didst
send me [John 17:1-8].

Jesus was not far from His betrayal, His arress, tHal, His scourging, His crucifixion and ultinedy His death, when
he prays for his disciples, knowing that the garded the cross are close at hand. He tries witldsvand prayer to pre-
pare His disciples for His death. These are wdndsare counter to the disciples' experience afslédis disciples had
spent only a short time in his presence. They wi#ad His miracles and listened to His saving wortiey had lived in
awe, wonder, joy, and amazement; until one by beg believed. Shortly however, the disciples’ swoeld would be
filled with terror, confusion and fear. They hdtkelieved, and now, in the garden, in the nighiten Jesus was ar-
rested, they all fled.

Peter followed Jesus at a distance (Matt. 26:58ad) he, Peter, also denied Jesus. (Matt. 26:69A&#rtain young
man, presumably Mark, who after the arrest of Jesassfollowing Him wearing nothing but a linen ¢lptvas almost
caught but managed to slip out of his garment amdaway naked. (Mk. 14:51) Thomas, who when toldHeyother
disciples that they had seen their risen Lord,s&fiuto believe until he saw Jesus and felt the d®dor himself. (John
20:25)

After the death of Jesus the Christ, in a hous#) trie doors locked, some of the disciples metusleame, stood
among them and said “Peace be with you.” (John®2R1) A week later in the same house (but this tirhemas is
with them), Jesus once again came into their poesesiood among them and said, “Peace be with y{dalin 20:26)
Jesus then turns and lets Thomas touch his woilidsnas responds, “My Lord and my God.” Luke resdite story
of two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Here t@ugdestands among them and says, “Peace be with\yhen our
world becomes filled with terror and confusion, amelin fear, flee and deny our Lord Jesus, we @adsured that Je-
sus, the keeper of promises, will come and starmhgras, saying, “Peace be with you.” For we toohagsadisciples and
we have believed.

Peggy Juenger on the degth
of her brother, Ray Breer;
Jean and Jerry Anderson pn
the death of Jean’s fathgr,
Melvin Dubbeldee and to tije
family of Allen Collins.
Please remember the
Juenger, Breer, Anders
St. Michael’s Dubbeldee and Collins fa

will be a Polling Booth for lies in your prayers. May
the Election Primary on their souls and the souls pf

all the faithful departed regt
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 in peace. Amen.
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ECW LENTEN
RETREAT

cese of Springfield is planned for
weekend of February 29-March

2008, at Toddhall Retreat and Con

The ECW Lenten Retreat for the Djo-
i Laura Cruse

ence Center, Columbia, lllinois. Harry Redd
Lewis Voruz
For the first time, this ECW retregt Kevin McGraw
will feature our own clergy and laigy Paul Starke
for leaders. There will be six sessighs, Anne Louis
four by clergy and two by laywomen, centering oaygr an? Bob Koss
listening for the word of God as expressed in thete from Archie Karibian
Samuel 3:9, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is hatg.”
Dorothy Lynn
The cost of the retreat will include either doubtesingle occu Jennette Simkins
pancy for two nights, as well as five meals. Themarices art Claire Louis
$95 for a double and $135 for a single. A non-rdabie depos Barbara LeGrand
of $35 payable to the Episcopal Church Women is lwuéeb- Elaine Etheridge
ruary 1. Marcia Redd
Please join us in this very spiritual and inspiringekend. Fof Dane Harr_ls
more information, please contact Tina King, pho2&7] 877- Sarah Kerico

6768 or e-mail her at egking@juno.com or RobertarlClat
622-4980.

Registration forms are available in the Churchoeffi

Diocese of Springfield
PRAYER FELLOWSHIR
THE 26th PAUSING FOR PRAYER

Norma Dearing
(Host of the nationally syndicat¢d
radio program The Healing Toudh)

“Healing Prayer”

Bill & Julie Armstrong
Jack & Adele Leskera

9:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.n. Bryan and Monica Bopp

The Cathedral Church of St. Pqul, Bill & Nancy Dusenbery
815 S. 2nd St. Springfield, |L

Saturday, February 2, 2008
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THE FIRST DAY OF
LENT

February 6, 2008

12:00 Noon
7:00 p.m.

The Imposition of Ashes
and Holy Eucharist

Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances Gd€ilsgdom through engaging in Christian renewalhie|t
lives of individuals and families.
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His lovewnpowelcome people to faith, and go into the waddd

make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are committegugh the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a miuof Worship, Ministry
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship.




