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THE FIRST DAY OF LENT  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICES 
 

Wednesday, February 17  
12:00 Noon and7:00 p.m. 

 
Holy Eucharist with the  

Imposition of Ashes  
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My Dear Friends: 
 
 The Season of Lent including Holy Week 
has always been my favorite time of the Chris-
tian liturgical calendar. Although, probably the 
most busy season of the year for a priest, it 
brings with it a solemnity that, in my opinion, is 
not manifested in the other seasons. 

 Lent, for me, is a spiritual journey - one of reflection of oneself and 
one’s relationship with God in Christ and a period of preparation to meet our 
risen Lord. The season is exemplified in the time Jesus spent in the wilderness 
praying and fasting before the start of His ministry. This spiritual journey of 
reflection and preparation is expected to be ongoing in our lives. However, 
unlike for example Advent which is overshadowed by the commercialism of 
Christmas, Lent tends to allow us the opportunity to refocus in a less commer-
cially obsessed environment. 
 This year at St. Michael’s, we are offering two major resources to assist 
us in our Lenten reflection and preparation. The first is a 2010 Lenten medita-
tions booklet that was prepared by Sister Claire Joy and the Community of the 
Holy Spirit and produced by Episcopal Relief and Development. The forty-
seven short meditations is intended to “inspire, encourage and challenge” us 
not only during Lent but throughout our lives. 
 The second resource is our Lenten study, which will focus on the Book 
of Esther. One of the two books in the Hebrew Scriptures attributed to a 
woman, its purpose is to reveal God’s providence, especially in regard to His 
chosen people, Israel. The book demonstrates the dilemma and unstable posi-
tion in which a minority group can find itself within a majority culture. Esther 
evolves as a courageous heroine who was willing to sacrifice her life for her 
people in order that their insecurity will become secure. 
 One of the unique and significant aspects of this book is the absence of 
a direct or explicit reference to God although His people are referred to as “the 
Jews.” But the lack of any direct reference to God in the book makes it more 
intriguing and heightens the fact that it is God who is in control and directs all 
the circumstances that occur. 
 I invite you to read this book of ten short chapters and to join me in the 
presentation and discussion exercises on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
nights during Lent. The book possesses practical, spiritual and theological as-
pects that can assist us greatly in the way we view and engage in life generally. 
It is my hope that members will be stimulated by these studies throughout the 
season. 
 May you and yours have a blessed and holy Lent. 
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Tony 
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�� any thanks for your continued support of the food pantry.  Most of you have 
probably noticed that we have changed our procedures a bit for collecting 

items for the community food pantry.  We are focusing on a particular item or items 
for the entire month.  For the month of February we will focus once again on canned 
fruit, especially peaches, pears, and apple sauce.  Of course if you find a great deal 
or have coupons for other items, you are most certainly welcome to bring in those 
items as well. 
 In 1992, the O’Fallon Community Food Pantry began distributing donated 
food items to needy residents living in O’Fallon and Shiloh.  It was started as a mis-
sion of churches, civic organizations, businesses and individuals.  A board of direc-
tors, comprised of volunteers from community organizations and area churches, 
runs the organization.  Located in the O’Fallon Township Building at 801 East State 
Street, the Pantry is open Monday and Tuesday from 9AM– 12PM and Friday from 
9AM–3PM.  Personnel in the office can be contacted during these hours at 624-
7040. 
 The food pantry is a supplemental food source and its clients can make use 
of its services once every 30 days.  They are provided a variety of items including 
canned goods, meat, milk, eggs, and personal hygiene items, items that have been 
donated or purchased with monetary contributions.  During 2009, food purchases 
averaged $5,942 each month and an average of 721 people made use of the pantry 
each month.    The Food Pantry depends a great deal on the annual Boy Scout Food 
Drive conducted in November and the US Postal Service Workers Food Drive run in 
May of each year to stock its shelves with non-perishable food items.  Volunteers 
are always welcome to work one or more three hour shifts a month or to assist with 
shopping at local grocery stores.  
 If you would like more information, please contact Nels Wilt at 632-4565. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

J oin us on Monday evenings to organize and sort new 
clothing for the Belleville Christian Center located 

at 104 S. 17th Street in Belleville. We meet at 6:00 p.m. 
and spend time organizing new clothing for distribution 
to those in need. This outreach ministry provides the 

opportunity to serve others and fellowship with one another. This is also an op-
portunity to show Christ's love to others through service. We reach out to about 
100 individuals in need each time we distribute clothing. Also needed are clean 
brown paper sacks used to distribute the clothing. We hope that Men will assist 
Men and Women will assist the Women and children who come. For more infor-
mation, call Nels Wilt at 632-4565. 

With winter and colder weather upon us, the Belleville Christian Center is in 
need of coats, gloves and hats for their clothing pantry run by St. Michael's. The 
items must be new or like new with no rips, stains, etc. If you would like to do-
nate any of these items, bring them in to the church and give them to Nels Wilt. 
He will get them to the Christian Center and into the hands of those in need. 
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With Sunday March 7 the day set aside for the collection of indi-
vidually packed food and personal care items for our service men 
and women who transit the USO at Lambert IAP, there are sev-
eral important topics to update. 
 First. I hope you are still in-gathering preferred items and 
that you will take advantage of the time remaining to increase 
your collection of WISH LIST (see below) items. 
 Second. I trust the others you are involving in your collec-

tion activity are keeping pace with the timetable and augmenting their purchases. 
 
 Third. If it is inconvenient for you and/or any of those helping you to go shopping, it is acceptable to 
give personal checks payable to the James S. McDonnell USO. In turn the donor will receive a letter of ac-
knowledgement usable for tax credit purposes. 
 Fourth. Should anyone be making large and therefore expensive "In-kind Donations," tax credit may be 
warranted and desired. If so, please provide a memo with your name and address and the kind and value of your 
contributions. In turn, you too will receive a letter of acknowledgement. 
 Fifth. Sunday, March 7 is designated for collection at our church. However, delivery to our church can 
start as early as Sunday, February 28. If this period is inconvenient or impractical for you and those helping you 
to collect and/or deliver your items, five drop off places have been established. From March 1 through March 
15, consider using the following MOAA member's homes/office: Ron and Ann Morey, 811 N. Lincoln Ave., 
O'Fallon (just north of the four-way stop at Lincoln and Wesley); Sandra Wenzel, 1826 Spruce Hill Drive, 
Belleville (from West Boulevard turn on to Main Street going away from town to Spruce Hill Drive — 1826 has 
a flag on the mail box); Hal and Virginia Rice, 1215 Canteen Court, Troy (on Troy-O'Fallon Road, about one 
mile south of US 40, turn west on Canteen Road (a gravel road), turn left at Canteen Court to 1215. Leave items 
on protected porch. Call only if freezing is a concern); Jerry McCrave, Building 1948 (Satellite Pharmacy build-
ing) on Scott AFB (find labeled drop off box in the open area -- accessible M-F, 730 to 1600 hours, except holi-
days); and Sonja and Nick Wartonick, 7342 Timberpoint Court, Fairview Heights (at Stonewolf Golf Course. 
From IL 159, go through the main gate and take the next three right turns). Please, as appropriate, call ahead: 
Morey, 628-0286; Wenzel, 234-4274(h), 980-1733(c); Rice, 667-6774(h), 310-266-5845(c), as necessary; 
McCrave, 256-6316, as necessary; and Wartonick, 628-0858. 
 Sixth. As a reminder of the WISH LIST items the USO and MOAA are concentrating on for the chap-
ter's drive, the preferred food and personal care items are: microwave popcorn, cheese sandwich crackers, fruit 
cups, pudding, potato chips, Fritos/Doritos, candy bars (chocolate), pretzels, crackers, cookies, raisins, nuts, 
beef jerky, trail mix, snack cakes, oatmeal, toothpaste, shaving cream, deodorant, lip balm, hand sanitizer, 
wrapped moist towelettes, and sun screen. Of course, only individually packaged or travel sizes are acceptable. 
Additional specialty items include: white copy paper, acoustic guitar strings, and phone cards. Please confine 
your contributions to the preferred listings, and please watch expiration dates. 
 Seventh. Please remember, the theme of this year's drive is "DO IT AGAIN, only better!" Your every 
effort is very much appreciated by the Southwest Illinois Chapter of MOAA in annual campaign to support 
those wonderful service people who sacrifice to protect our freedoms. 
 After February 22, contact me if you have need for more information: Nick Wartonick at 618-628-0858 
or wartonickns@sbcglobal.net. Thank you. 
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At the Annual Meeting and Election of Members to 
the Bishop’s Committee, Synod and Deanery Con-
vocation held on Sunday, January 17, 2010, the fol-
lowing persons were elected: 

 
Bishop’s Committee 

 
Term Expiring 2011: 

Bob Koss 
Tom Payne 

 
Term Expiring 2013:   

Roberta Clark 
Tom Hulsey 

Ann Wilt 
 
 

Synod Delegates 2010:   
Jean Anderson 

Walt Evans 
Yasemin Koss 
Mark Waight 

 
Alternate Synod Delegates 2010:   

Bill Dusenbery 
Nancy Machmer 

 
Deanery Delegates 2010:   

Mark Waight 
Nels Wilt 

 
We congratulate our elected members. 

 
SPECIAL THANKS to the Fellowship Committee  

for organizing the potluck. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 19 - Sunday, February 21  

Epworth Camp, 
Louisville, IL.  

Cost: $60.00 per applicant  

Students in grades 7-9 are eligible to attend.  

For application and more information  

see the Diocesan website:                        
www.episcopalspringfield.org.  

 
Every Wednesday eve-
ning during the Season 
of Lent, St. Michael’s 
will be having Lenten 
Soup and Salad Sup-
pers. These suppers, 
which will begin on 

Wednesday, February 24 will end on Wednesday, 
March 24, and will be served from 6:00 p.m.- 6:45 
p.m. Everyone is welcome. We will need to know 
how many to plan for. Please place your name on 
the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. A small cash do-
nation will be appropriate each week to cover the 
cost of paper products and drinks. 
 
We need help with the last three suppers. Please 
contact Narni Cahill at 632-2438 if you can help. 
 
Please join your fellow parishioners on Wednesday 
evenings during Lent for supper followed by the 
Holy Eucharist and Lenten Study. 
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We are looking for new additions to 
our Greeter's Committee. This is a 
great way to meet all of our members 
as they arrive for our Sunday Ser-
vices and welcome them to our 
Church. If you have an interest in our 
group, please let one of our greeters 

know or contact Tom Payne at 277-9776. We hope 
you will consider in joining our Ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Lewis Voruz 
5  Kevin McGraw 
 Paul Starke 
7 Bob Koss 
8 Archie Karibian 
 Dorothy Lynn 
10 Jennette Simkins 
13        Logan Waight 
21 Barbara LeGrand 
22  Elaine Etheridge 
23  Beth Proctor 
26 Bradley Maas 
27 Sarah Kerico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5  Jack & Adele Leskera 
17  Bill & Nancy Dusenbery 
25 Chris & Beth Proctor 
 

Betty and Leo Bastian and 
their family on the death of 
Betty’s sister, Edith Hamil-
ton. Please remember the 
Bastian and Hamilton fami-
lies in your prayers and may 
the soul of Edith and all the 
faithful departed rest in 

peace. Amen. 

SEXUAL ABUSE  
PREVENTION TRAINING 

 
Sunday, February 21  
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.  

 
 This training is mandated by Diocesan policy for all 
church members who fall into the following categories: 
Clergy, volunteers who regularly supervise youth activities 
including all Sunday school teachers and nursery helpers, 
and church employees. 
 The training is highly encouraged for all vestry/
bishop's committee members and may be attended by others 
who may be interested. 
 For more information, please contact Marge or Walt 
Evans at 632-9746. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

DURING LENT 
 

FEBRUARY 24—MARCH 31 
  

6:00 P.M.  
LENTEN SOUP AND SALAD 

 
FOLLOWED AT 

 
7:00 P.M. 

HOLY EUCHARIST  
AND LENTEN STUDY ON 
“THE BOOK OF ESTHER” 
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The O’Fallon Ministerial Alliance cordially invites each congregation in O’Fallon and surrounding communities to a 
friendly competition for a good cause – namely, the O’Fallon Community Food Pantry.  If you’d like to take part simply 
do this: 
1. Encourage your congregation to collect canned soup or other canned food items  
2. Encourage monetary donations for the Food Pantry  (Note: each congregation is responsible to deliver their food and 
money to the O’Fallon Food Pantry) 
3. The deadline for the donations that will count for the competition is 2:00 PM on Sunday, February 7, 2010 
4. Score keeping is being done purely on the honor system 
5. The winner will be the congregation submitting the highest score 
6. How to arrive at your score 
a. Count all money collected for the Food Pantry before the deadline 
b. Count each can of food and add to your monetary donations the rate of $1.00/can (no matter what it actually cost) 
Take the sum total of all the money collected with the additional $1.00 per can for all food items collected and divide by 
your congregation’s average weekly worship attendance – this is your score 

 
For example:   If you raised $304.58 in cash 
          And you collected 47 cans of food (@ $1.00/can) 
        You’d have a total of 351.58. 
         If your average weekly worship attendance is 149 

Your score will be 2.359597315436241610738255033557 
The Congregation with the highest score will win the Souper Bowl of Caring Trophy. 
Send your final score to me, Cheryl Sommer at cherylsommer@yahoo.com before 3:00 when I’ll announce the 
winner. 
To download various resources (posters, bulletin inserts, graphics, etc.) that you may use to promote this event in your 
congregation you can go to the Souper Bowl of Caring website www.souperbowl.org 
 
Join in the fun for a good cause! 
 


