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On Christmas Day, I received a telephone 
call from a friend in New York from 
whom I have not heard in over a year. It 
was wonderful to speak with her after 
such a long time since we have known 
each other for nearly thirty years. In our 
pretty lengthy conversation, which at-
tempted to span the last fourteen months 
we had not spoken, we chatted about our 
families and life’s circumstances. We 
talked about the successes and the chal-
lenges we encountered during the past 

year and how would we move forward in 2010 with hope and optimism. The con-
versation was so reflective and informative that she promised that she will stay in 
touch more regularly in the new year. I asked her, with a chuckle in my voice, if 
she was making a new year’s resolution. She said “Yes!” Knowing how busy our 
schedules are we will have to see how we make that resolution possible. 
 
However, after our conversation, I started to reflect on how at this time of the year 
people generally tend to be reflective about the year that is passing and to look 
forward with excitement and anticipation to the new. They hope to forget the fail-
ures and negative aspects of the past and instead to focus on the more positive re-
membrances and the enthusiasm of what will the future hold for them in their 
lives. In their eagerness, they make well-intentioned resolutions and commit-
ments, some of which are difficult to maintain. Nevertheless, a new year brings 
with it hope, amidst the thoughts of successes and challenges. 
 
As a church, we need to approach a new year with hopefulness as we reflect on 
the challenges that we have encountered in the year while at the same time con-
templating on the successes as well. By doing this, we realize how thankful we 
can be to God for all He has given and has done for us. We will also observe that 
the challenges which we faced are to strengthen us and to remind us of our de-
pendence on God to move forward. It is also an opportunity for us to be closer and 
to work together in ministry for God’s kingdom. 
 
My hope is that as we enter the year 2010 we can do so with a sense of hope and 
optimism in making a new beginning in our personal lives, in our spiritual lives 
and in our lives as a church family. May we always remember that it is God in 
whom we trust and on whom we depend, and to whom we pray and ask guidance 
so that we feel fulfilled in our lives in the New Year. 
 
Judith and our family join me in thanking you for the cards, gifts and purse we 
received during this Christmas season and for your love and support throughout 
the past year. Our heartfelt gratitude for your love and kindness. We wish you, 
your family and friends a happy and blessed New Year filled with love, joy, 
peace, hope, health, and God’s blessings. 
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Tony 
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St Michael’s has sponsored a child through World Vision for many years. This 
year we have been assigned a new child, Jorge Luis Taguada Aponte from 
Huanta, Peru. 
 
Jorge Luis, age 12, lives with his parents and 3 sisters.  His parents struggle to 
provide for the family.  His father is a agriculture worker and his mother a con-
struction worker.  Despite their efforts, it is difficult to meet the family’s needs. 
 
Jorge Luis is growing up in a poor community in Peru.  A typical family home is 
constructed of adobe ricks.  Potatoes, noodles, bread and milk are staples of the 
local diet.  It is mostly warm and dry in this region, with the rainy season from 
December to February.  The community is built in a valley where the land is good 
for farming. 
 
Jorge Luis is in primary school and he enjoys mathematics.  He helps at home by 
washing dishes and likes to play soccer.  He is in satisfactory health. 
 
Our sponsorship helps provide Jorge Luis and his community with clean water, 
improved health care, business training, school supplies and education.  We also 
help furnish two preschools.  As Jorge Luis only sponsor, our gifts will give him 
a future full of hope. 
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ANGEL TREE GENEROSITY 
Thanks very much to the Coordinators, Ann Wilt and Aud-
rey Waight, and to everyone that participated in this year’s 
Angel Tree.  It is a real pleasure to take these gifts over to 
the Violence Prevention Center. These donations are a testa-
ment to our generosity and thoughtfulness that we were able 
to share our time for children and the family members 
whose lives are not as happy as ours, spreading the joy of 
our St Michael’s and New Creation families.  Thank you! 

 
   Just wanted to THANK YOU all for your generosity!  We 
   delivered 4 full boxes of toys to Toys for Tots. Thank 
   you St. Michael's and New Creation members for helping 
   to make this Christmas a little brighter for some less  
   fortunate children. 
  

Blessings, Peggy Joshua, Chairperson 
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* The Acolyte Coordinator and Acolytes 
* The Altar Guild, it’s Coordinator and those who 
launder and iron the paraments and altar linens 
* The Choir Director, Organist, Accompanist, the 
Choir and the Music Committee 
* The Communications Chair and Committee 
* Those involved in Adult Christian Education, Adult 
Forum and Adult Bible Study Classes 
* The Evangelism Chair and Committee 
* The Fellowship Chair and Committee who planned 
all of our social events 
* The Hospitality Chair, Committee and all persons 
who donated food for Coffee Hour, Potluck, and other 
special occasions 
* The Deanery and Synod delegates 
* The Lectors, Worship Leaders and Eucharistic Min-
isters  
*  The Eucharistic Visitors 
* The Worship Chair and Committee 
* The Men’s Group 
* The Nursery Volunteers 
* The Newcomers Basket Coordinator 
* The Guardian Editor and all who contributed articles 
* The Christingle Service volunteers who made 
Christingles, gave monetary contributions, assisted the 
children in the pageant and purchased the items 
* The Outreach Chair and Committee 
* The Pastoral Care Chair and Committee and the love 
and assistance it has given to those in need of pastoral 
care 
* The Treasurer, Finance and Stewardship Committees 
* The Prayer Chain Coordinator and Team who have 
prayed for those who are ill and for other circum-
stances 
* The Property Chair, Committee and Work Crew who 
have looked after our facility and the maintenance of 
our grounds 
* The Sunday School Superintendent, Teachers and 
our Sunday School Children 
* The Coordinators and the Ushers and Greeters 
*  The Pancake Day Volunteers 

* The Youth Committee, Adult Leaders, the children 
and young people of our church 
* The Thanksgiving Basket Coordinator, those who 
contributed food and assisted in the preparation and 
delivery of the baskets 
* The Angel Tree Coordinator, Volunteers, those who 
gave Christmas gifts and delivered the gifts 
* The Advertising Coordinator and all who contribute 
toward the advertising of our church 
* The Spring and Fall Clean Up Day Volunteers 
* The Secretary and all who assisted in volunteering 
their time to the Parish Office 
* The Sexton  
* The Outdoor Picnic Coordinator and Volunteers 
* The Golf Day Coordinators and golfers 
*  The Coordinators and Volunteers of the Craft Bou-
tique and Second Hand Treasures Faire Committee 
*  The Library Coordinator and Volunteers 
* The Security Program Committee 
*  The Fundraising Committee and Volunteers 
* Those involved in Cursillo, Happening, New Begin-
nings and Diocesan Camp activities 
* The Coordinators of the Easter Egg Hunt 
* The Clerk and Clerk Pro Tem of the Bishop’s Com-
mittee 
* The Prayer Shawl Coordinator and volunteers 
* The Coordinator and VBS Team 
* Those who have generously given towards the 
O’Fallon Food Pantry 
* Those who have given generously to UTO and CPC 
* The Hanging of the Greens Volunteers 
* The Sexual Abuse Prevention Coordinators and all 
the participants who have completed the training  
* Those who have made donations to our church 
* Our resident Artisan who is willing to make wooden 
fixtures in our church building 
* Those who have prayed for us during the year 
* Those who assist weekly “behind the scenes.”                 
* Those who have offered words of comfort and en-
couragement 
* Those who have assisted us in any way 
 

As we begin a new calendar year, we are reminded of God’s blessings to us and the many persons  
who have given of themselves to the ministry at St. Michael’s during the past year: 

THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH !! 

From: The Vicar, Wardens and Members of the Bishop’s Committee of St. Michael’s, O’Fallon 



�
�

������������� � � � � � � � � � � 8�

 A.G.M. & BISHOP’S COMMITTEE ELECTIONS….  

 

 
 

NOMINEES  REQUESTED 
 

Our Annual Meeting and Elections to the Bishop’s 
Committee will take place on Sunday, January 17, 
2010.  
 
According to the Constitution and Canons of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Springfield - Canon 25, Section 
1b. Members of our congregational family “...at least 
eighteen years of age who are communicants in good 
standing as defined in Canon 43, Section 3, and who 
have been confirmed by a Bishop of this Church or 
received into this Church as having been properly 
confirmed....” are eligible for election.  Please give 
this your prayerful consideration. 
 
Canon 43, Section 3 
“All communicants of this Church who for the previ-
ous year have been faithful in corporate worship, 
unless for good cause prevented, and have been faith-
ful in working, praying and giving for the spread of 
the kingdom of God, are to be considered communi-
cants in good standing.” 
 
Interested persons in running for the Bishop Com-
mittee should submit a resume not to exceed one 
page to the Parish Office no later than Sunday, 
January 3, 2010. 

���������	
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ANNUAL MEETING, POTLUCK  
AND ELECTIONS FOR  

THE BISHOP’S COMMITTEE,  
DEANERY REPRESENTATIVES AND  

SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 
 
After the Eucharist, please join us in the Parish 
Hall for a  potluck, our annual meeting and elec-
tions. We need to elect three (3) persons to the 
Bishop’s Committee to fill the vacancies of  those 
members whose terms expire this month, two (2) 
persons to fill one year vacancies, four (4) persons 
to represent St. Michael’s at Synod next year, and 
four (4) persons to represent St. Michael’s at the 
Deanery meeting.  

 
ANNUAL REPORTS  

FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING  
 

All Chairs of Commit-
tees and Leaders of or-
ganizations are asked to 
have their reports for the 
Annual Meeting pre-
pared and submitted to 
the Administrative Assis-
tant, Polly, no later than 

Sunday, January 3, 2010 (Email preferred). 



THE LIST OF DONORS  
LIGHT A LUMINARY FOR A LOVED ONE OR A FRIEND 

November 29, 2009—January 5, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Honor of Carolyn Jordan and Eleanor Sheard …………………………………………Given by: Candyce Trotter 
 
In Memory of Covert Soulé, Anna Soulé, and Emmett Altrogge ……………………….Given by: Co and Iris Soulé 
 
In Thanksgiving for Sarah and Jacob Harrison, Lauren and Rachel Harrison 
In Memory of Luke Harrison………………………………………………….Given by: Moses and Sharon Harrison 
 
In Honor of Jane McAnulty…………………………………………………………………Given by: Jim McAnulty 
 
In Honor of John Olson………………………………………………………….Given by: Jason and Kylla Atkisson 
 
In Honor of Anna VanDyke, Trent Going, Evelyn Greaves and Mary Haven  …Given by: Jack and Adele Leskera 
 
In Honor of John Moelmann………………………………………………………………Given by: Jack Moelmann 
 
In Memory of Lt Col T.W. Alvey and Mary Alvey  …………………………………Given by: Jennette Simkins 
 
In Memory of Pat Tuggle, Francis Payne, and Bill Payne ………………………….Given by: Tom and Judie Payne 
 
In Honor of Susan Gore and Olivia Gore 
In Thanksgiving for Grandchildren………………………………………………………………………..Harry Gore 
 
In Honor of Luke Harrison………………………………………………………………Carla Phillips (Luke’s Aunt) 
 
In Honor of Family and Friends 
In Memory of Lary Cahill, Keith Hatch and Keith Ellison …………………………………...Given by: Narni Cahill 
 
In Memory of John Wilt, David Volzone, James Pusack, Marian Pusack, and Donald Preston  
…………………………………………………………………………………………..Given by: Nels and Ann Wilt 
 
In Honor of Family and Friends…………………………………………………..Given by: Al and Nancy Machmer 
 
In Memory of Edward Konieczny and Joseph Konieczny, Jr. ……………...Given by: Michael and Amy Konieczny 
 
In Honor of Bea Lindstrom, William Vanas, and Jerry Troll ……………………..Given by: Tim and Kristen Vanas 
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  1 Donald Libell 
  4 Roxanne Amos 
 Cameron Bopp 
  5 Susan Whitehair 
  7 Linda Funkhouser 
  8 Sonja Wartonick 
  9 Pam Hulsey 
16 John Cook 
17 Amy Konieczny 
19 Brian Parsons 
20 Susan Gore 
23 Ford Phillips  
26 Fr. Anthony Holder 
27 Amy Reagan 
 Jennifer Hewitt 
31  Aleksi Holder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  2  Sally and Winn Pardee 
15 Betty and Tod West 
21 Bronwyn and Robert Polk 
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 UNITED THANK OFFERING 
 
Jan Goossens, the Diocesan 
United Thank Offering Coordina-
tor sent a note to St. Michael’s 
thanking our members for their 
Fall Ingathering contribution of 
$218.00.   

 
The Altar Flower Chart for 
2010 is located on the bulletin 
board located in the Adminis-
trative Hallway. Select your 
special dates to remember 
family and friends. As the date 
gets closer, be sure to fill out a 
card with specific information 
for the date, enclose a check 
for $50.00 and place it in the 
alms basket or give it to Vi 
Ohlemeier. Make checks pay-
able to St. Michael’s (flowers). 
Memo line: Date for Flowers. 

 
The new 2010 Church Calendars 
are available in the office.  If you 
wish to purchase one at $2.00, 
please leave the money in the 
center drawer of Polly’s desk.  
This will be on the honor system. 
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WHEN: SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010  AT 6:00 P.M. 
WHO’S INVITED?: NEWCOMERS AND OLDCOMERS,  

ONE AND ALL,  JOIN US!! 
 

A cost of $6.00 per person defrays the cost of drinks and the main course. 
Transportation will be available  

Nursery care will be provided at Greg & Kelly Etheridge’s home!!  

The Sign-Up Sheet is in the Narthex or  
call Roxanne Amos (473-3225) or Ann Wilt (632-4565).  

This is the event to meet the newcomers and catch up with the "oldcomers"!!                                                  
Just about everyone will be there!!  


