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1 The Holy Name of Jesus
6 The Epiphany

8 The Baptism of our Lord
14 Progressive Dinner

15 Bishop’s Committee Meeting
18 Martin Luther King, Jr., Day

22 Annual Meeting, Potluck
and Elections

Fr. Ralph McMichael (314) 238-6209
Office hours: Tuesday 10:00-4:00
Wednesday 10:00-4:00

Bishop’s Warden: Ann Wilt
(618) 977-1187

Mission Warden: Jack Moelmann
(618) 632-8455

Church Office: Polly Ziegler

(618) 632-6168

Many thanks to all of you for your contributio
in preparing St. Michael's for the Christir
season with your donations, time and talents

Special thanks to Vi Ohlemeier and the A’

Guild for their unceasing labors during f
church seasons this past year

ANGEL TREE GENEROSITY

“Thank
You!

Thank you to everyone who parti@-
pated in this year’'s Angel Tree. It igla
real pleasure to take these gifts ovelj to
the Violence Prevention Cefl-
ter. These donations are a testarient
to your generosity and thoughtfulness and continue spige#ak:

joy of our St Michael's and New Creation familiesttmse les

fortunate than we are.
Ann Wilt and Audrey Waight



The Word Was Made Flesh

Our customary reflection on the phrase “The Word
was made flesh,” and hence our appreciation of the
mystery of the Incarnation, tends to gravitate to the
message that God is with us, Emmanuel. Here we
have the proclamation that God came to us, to be
with us, and to share our life. This is indeed good
news, and we rightfully celebrate it. | wish though
to focus on the two key concepts or realities of this
phrase: “Word” and “flesh.”

The Word, the Logos, has two references of meaning. The first one, and the most
common reference, is as an act of speech; the word is spoken. The word is an ex-
pression of someone who addresses us, who has something to tell us. The other ref-
erence of logos is as a rationale for all of reality; everything makes sense in light of
the logos. A mutuality between these two references conjures up the image of a
word spoken that reveals the meaning of that to which the word is addressed. That
IS, ‘my word to you is to tell you who you are to me.” Those who receive the word re-
ceive themselves from the one who speaks, who brought them into reality in the be-
ginning. The word is spoken from within the temporal arc of the alpha and the

omega, the beginning and the end.

But what does it mean for the Word to become flesh? We often approach this con-
tention from the perspective of the flesh, but what about the Word? In becoming
flesh, the Word abandons the sanctuary of clarity and unhindered expression. The
Word can no longer be just a statement or a thought; it is now bound with the tangen-
tial (the realm of touch) and the random (the realm of history). From now on, what
the Word conveys will be known, will be manifest, as a saying or act enmeshed in the
same body of language, thought, and actions that comprise the flesh. To be known
as the Word is to be known as that part of the flesh that will not yield to our efforts to
domesticate or explain. The Word is revealed through, and hidden by, the flesh. The
Word is sacrificed on the altar of the flesh so that the Word can be spoken and mani-
fest wherever flesh suffers doubt, aimlessness, and death. The Word is no longer
spoken with disembodied clarity and ultimacy, but the Word is heard by the ears and
felt by the touch of the flesh.

The Word was made flesh: flesh was not made the Word. For the flesh, for our
touched and historical lives, we are not to make sense of ourselves by ourselves.
Flesh can no longer fashion its own words and cogitate its own reasons. Now flesh
is to become Word-ed; it is given its meaning, direction, and place of belonging.




WHEN:
SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2012

WHO'S INVITED?:
= NEWCOMERS AND
OLDCOMERS,

Progressive Dinner ONE AND ALL, JOIN US!!

f you have never been to one, the Progressive Disnene of our most popular functions. The adul of

St. Michael's meet for a 3-course, 3-location meppédizers, main course and dessert) starting at 6:Q0) pm
at the homes of our members. We all gather for appetiagether in one location, divide up for the mgi
course, and gather all together again for dessert. Dinscand transportation can be provided. Each colliple/
single will be assigned an appetizer, vegetable, oedessbring. A cost of $6.00 per person defrays the|ost
of drinks and the main courdeAST DAY TO SIGN UP, JANUARY 8.

The Sign-Up Sheet is in the Narthex or call Roxanne Amo878-4591) or Ann Wilt (632-4565).

This is the event to meet the newcomers and catch uptlvihe "oldcomers"!!
Just about everyone will be there!!

Did you know ??? (otherwise known as St. Michael’s Histatal Trivia)

The original seed members of The Episcopal Church of O’Fallon cet$tl0 families (19 adulfs
and 14 children) who came from the congregation of St. Georgeslieville.

St. Michael’s sits on 8 acres.

Vi Ohlemeier is the only remaining seed member at St. Micha®he was also the head of fhe
Building Committee during the construction of our current facibind was the first and still is hefad
of the Altar Guild.

Members of St. Michael's constructed the stained glass windothe iSanctuary, Nave and Narthgx.
St. Michael’s has had 3 permanent Vicars and 17 supply priests, deacbAssociate Priests.

St. Michael’'s has had 3 treasurers, 5 choir directors, 5 orgamdt10 accompanists.

The first issue oThe Guardiarwas published in 1993 (newsletters were published prior to 199%).

St. Michael’s (since 2001) has been the site of:
65 Baptisms

38 Confirmations/persons Received

11 Weddings

18 Funeral or Memorial Services.

St. Michael’s is the polling place for two precincts in O’'Ball
Did you know???




Luminaries for Loved Ones

In Memory of Covert Soulé
In Memory of Anna Soulé
In Memory of Emmett Altrogge

In Thanksgiving for Sarah, Lauren, Jacob and Rachel Harrison
In Thanksgiving for St. Michael’s Family
In Memory of Luke W. Harrison

In Memory of Lary Cahill
In Memory of Keith Hatch

In Memory of Cindy Cashner

In Memory of Gary Ashby !

In Memory of John Wilt

In Memory of David Volzone

In Memory of Jim Pusack

In Memory of Marian Pusack

In Memory of George Pusack Given by: Nels and Ann

In Memory of Family and Friends Given by: Clark and Harwell Fesi

/ It's not too early to plan to participate in St. Michadith Annual Pa
cake (and Waffle) Day which will be held on Tuesday, Baby 22 (the
day before Ash Wednesday, also known as Shrove Tuedday)event
is open to the publicand will be advertised in the local paper and by|§ly-
ers we hope you will distribute to businesses.

Very shortly we will be distributing envelopes which Miicludel10 adult tickets at $6.00 each and 5 hil-
dren’s tickets at $3.00 each (children under 2 are freepsidhat you either sell them or purchase thef. If
you need additional tickets, please contact Jack Moeln@8#:18455) or Roberta Clark (622-4980).

This is a fundraiser for St. Michael's general fund thas been highly successful in past years becayge of
everyone’s participation.

We are asking for volunteers not only to help throughbetday, but also with set-up and clean-up. T ere
will be a planning meeting Sunday (January 8) after theic&erlf you would like to participate, please [t-
tend the meeting. If you have any question, please calganotAnderson (628-1127).



ELECTIONS....

Annual Meeting

ANNUAL MEETING, POTLUCK
AND ELECTIONS FOR
THE BISHOP’'S COMMITTEE,
DEANERY REPRESENTATIVES AND
SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES

After the Eucharist, please join us in fhe
Parish Hall for a potluck, our anndal
meeting and elections. We need to glec
three (3) persons to the Bishop’s Comipit-
tee to fill the vacancies of those memljers
whose terms expire this month, three (3]
persons to represent St. Michael's| a
Synod next year and two (2) alternages
and two (2) persons to represent St. Mi-
chael's at the Deanery meeting and fwo
(2) alternates.

ANNUAL REPORTS
FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

Al‘n All Chairs of Com:-
——— > mittees and Leadefs
'B.CPOI't of organizations are

asked to have thdir

({;‘5’? : reports for the An
nual Meeting pr
—\* 7 pared and submittgd

to the Administrativ
Assistant, Polly, no later than Sunday,
January 8 (Email preferred).

Bishop's
Committee

NOMINEES REQUESTED

Our Annual Meeting and Elections to the
Bishop’'s Committee will take place on Sunday,
January 22. According to the Constitution &nd
Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Springfigld -
Canon 25, Section 1b. Members of our congrgga-
tional family at least eighteen years of age yho
are communicants in good standing and who have
been confirmed or received into this Church jare
eligible for election. Please give this your prayer-
ful consideration.

Canon 43, Section 3
“All communicants of this Church who for the
previous year have been faithful in corporgte
worship, unless for good cause prevented, jand
have been faithful in working, praying and givjng
for the spread of the kingdom of God, are tdq be
considered communicants in good standing.”

If you are interested in running for the
Bishop’s Committee please submit a one page
resumé to the Church Office for inclusion i
the Annual Report no later than January 8.
Examples of resumés that have been submitt¢d
in the past are available for your review upor
request. If you would like further information
regarding the duties and responsibilities
please see Jack Moelmann.




The new 2012 Church Cale
dars are available in the offic
If you wish to purchase one
$2.00, please leave the mor,
in the center drawer of Polly;
desk.
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The Altar Flower Chart f
2012 is located on the bulle-
tin board located in the Ad-
ministrative Hallway. Select
your special dates to re-
member family and friends.
As the date you have chosen
gets close, send specific information to be included
in the bulletin to the Administrative Assistant. Make
your check payable to St. Michael's for $50.00
Memo line: (Date) for Flowers and place it in the
collection plate or give it to Vi Ohlemeier.

Did you notice the
lovely new candles
adorning the candelab
situated on each of t
Credence Tables behi
the Altar at the Chris
mas Eve, Christmas Da)
and New Year's Da
Services?

The new nylon, refillable oil candles are a las
memorial to Georgia MacNeill.

Easter Seasomnand at special services during
year.

Donald Libell
Roxanne Amos
Cameron Bopp
Susan Whitehair
Linda Funkhouser
Jake Dulle
Sonja Wartonick
John Cook

Amy Konieczny
Brian Parsons
Susan Gore
Judy Meek

Tim Fletcher
Amy Reagan

Sally and Winn Pardee
Bronwyn and Robert Polk

As of December 31, 201
we have received

AN pledges, well short of t

Stewardship
Update for parish status, nor do

have enough mon

pledged to meet our projected budget for 201

cover the salary for a new Vicar.

Please!!! If you haven't yet filled out and retur
a pledge card, do it today. Thank you.

in order to be consideré

50 pledging units we negd

or
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’sgdiom through engaging in Christian renewal in|the
lives of individuals and families.
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love knowslcome people to faith, and go into the worlg to

make disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed, thrdwgipdwer of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of WapsiMinistry,
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship.




