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4  Independence Day 
 
7  Wedding:  
 Edmondson/DeVine 
 
8  Red, White and Blue 
 Potluck and Auction 
 
14  Grand Ultreya 
 
 
 
 
18 Annual Wine Tasting Event 
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Sunday, July 8, 2007 
Immediately after the 9:30 a.m. Eucharist 

 
It’s almost time for the red, white and blue Elephant Sale.  

And — if you just asked yourself,  
“SELF!! What in the world is a red, white and blue elephant 

sale?” — you may be among a number of  
people who are confused by that name.  

Well, here it is in a peanut shell. 
 
 You pick any item you currently own, have inherited or 
just happen to be the lucky recipient of, new or used, wrap it 
up and bring it to church on Sunday, July 8th.  After the Service 
we will have a pot luck supper and the items will be auctioned 
off.   
 No one knows what they are getting until they open the 
package they have purchased.  It could be a wonderful box of 
chocolates, a cookbook or that old bedazzler someone got you 
for Christmas sometime in the late sixties. Anything is fair 
game.  
      The proceeds from the auction will be used to help fur-
nish our new kitchen — so feel free to invite your friends and 
family to join us in this unique and fun afternoon.  For more 
information, please contact Bill or Nancy Dusenbery at 398-
1456. 
      We recycle.  Re-auction the item next year!! 

JULY 

AUGUST 
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The Imitation of Christ 
A Classic of Christian Contemplation 

by Father Anthony Holder  
 
For nearly six hundred years and written in numerous translations, the book - The Imitation of Christ has been 
viewed as probably the most widely read spiritual book in the world with the 
exception of the bible. Though its’ authorship has been disputed, most will still 
attribute the book to the German Augustinian monk, Thomas à Kempis. Al-
though the book has been a classic of Christian contemplation for so many years, 
yet it has much value for us in today’s world. 
 
The book, a devotional and instruction manual, assists us in our pursuit of holi-
ness, communion with God and teaches us that Christ is the true model for all 
humanity. True to its title, the book primarily deals with how one should imitate 
and submit oneself to Christ. As a means of effectively portraying his ideas, 
Thomas à Kempis uses a dialogue format between Christ and a disciple. The 
book gives guidance on reading the scriptures, advice for obedience to authority, 
statements about adversity and how to avoid worldly vanities, counsel on how to 
overcome temptation. It contains eternal truths, reflections about death, judg-
ment, and the offering of Christ on the Cross for us.               Thomas à Kempis (c.1380-1471) 
 
The Imitation of Christ is divided into four sections or books. The first section (Book 1) deals with thoughts 
and admonitions that are beneficial for one’s spiritual life. The section discusses how an individual can free 
him/herself from worldly concerns and prepare for a spiritual life. Thomas à Kempis outlines that we are to be 
“zealous” in bringing our lives into conformity with that of Christ and that it is vanity to seek and love riches, 
to hope for a long life instead of a good life and to think only about now and not the future. He advises in the 
conclusion of this first section that admonishing oneself is necessary. 
 
Book 2 gives guidance and reprove concerning one’s inner life, a life that should be devotional. It warns us to 
be aware of the shortcomings in ourselves before pointing out the limitations in others – “It would be more just 
to accuse yourself and excuse your brother” (69). In this section we are called to train our inner self to be of 
service to Christ and to display a love of and a close friendship to Christ. 
 
The third book, the longest of the four sections, focuses on inward consolation and conversation between 
Christ and those who earnestly follow him. Prayers have been interspersed throughout this section as a means 
of supporting those who are seeking to be Christ-like. The fourth section (Book 4) is an invitation to Holy 
Communion (the Sacrament of the Altar) and its place in a devout life. Thomas examines the Eucharist, mak-
ing recommendations for how the individual is to receive Holy Communion in a reverent and devout manner. 
He concludes that through careful preparation, pure thought and hard work at patience and humility one can 
effectively use the Eucharist to become one with Christ and the Father. 
 
I believe that although the book is aimed at those who are involved in an ascetical, monastic life, yet, those 
who are actively involved in the world need, even more, to read and re-read this book, preferably in segments, 
as an inspiration and guide to spiritual aspiration. The theme of humility, a trait attributed to Christ, is featured 
throughout the book and such humility is exercised towards God and humanity. Thomas à Kempis believes 
that humility is the secret of excellence. The popularity of this book, among Christians, may rest in its empha-
sis of direct communion with him and God. The Imitation of Christ is an essential book which all Christians 
should have as they seek to follow the example of Christ and to live out His will. 
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The Rt. Rev. Peter H. Beckwith made the following statement on the death of the Right Reverend Albert Wil-
liam Hillestad, Eighth Bishop of Springfield: 
 

 
 Springfield Diocesan Family: 
 
 We regret to inform you of the death of the Rt. Rev. Albert William 
 Hillestad, Eighth Bishop of Springfield. Bishop Hillestad died on 
 Thursday, 14 June, in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico.  He was cones
 crated on 19 February 1972 and served as Bishop until 27 February 
 1981. 
  
 Please remember Albert and his family in your prayers.  
  
 A Requiem Eucharist will be celebrated at the Cathedral Church of St. 
 Paul, 815 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois. Interment will be 
 in the Cathedral Columbarium. The times and dates of both are pending 
 and will be announced when they become available. 

 The Rt. Rev. Albert W. Hiilestad 
                   May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
        in peace.  Amen. 
 
                  +Peter H. Beckwith 
                   Bishop 

THE DEATH OF THE EIGHTH BISHOP OF SPRINGFIELD 

The Obituary of The Right Reverend Albert W. Hillestad 
Eighth Bishop of Springfield 

 
SAN MIGUEL DE ALLENDE, Mexico - The Rt. Rev. Albert W. Hillestad, 82, died Thursday, June 14, 2007, 
at his home in San Miguel de Allende. 
 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Carol J. Hillestad. 
Albert was born on July 11, 1924, in New Richmond, Wis. He was consecrated Bishop of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Springfield in February of 1972. After he retired from the church, he worked at Easter Seals Rehabili-
tation Center in Mobile, Ala. He moved to San Miguel in 1989. Albert enjoyed his retirement, was well re-
spected in the community and spent time knotting rugs, volunteering with handicapped children at the Centro 
de Crecimiento, and spending time with the children in his neighborhood. He lived a full, happy life and was 
loved by all who met him. He will be greatly missed. 
 
Albert is survived by his children, Mary Holland, Michael (SoYoung) Hillestad, Lisa (Robert) O'Keefe, Wil-
liam (Julie) Hillestad, James (Kathy) Hillestad, Christina (Dan) Gerstenmaier and Paul Hillestad; 14 grand-
children; three brothers; a sister; and numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. Memorial contributions in Albert 
Hillestad's name may be made to Feed the Hungry. The U.S. address for donations is PMB 636, 220 N. Zapata 
Highway #11, Laredo, TX 78043-4464. A family memorial service will be held at a later date. 



 

CRYING OUT TO GOD 
 

The Role of Fasting, Intercession and Corporate Prayer 
 for the Renewal of the Church 

 
August 3-4th 2007 

Our Lady of the Snows 
Belleview, IL 

 
Crying Out to God is a biblical principle that is repeated all throughout scripture.  We see kings, priests, 
prophets, slaves, soldiers, shepherd, merchants and even pagan (remember Nineveh and Jonah?) cry out to 
God finding Him strong to save and deliver.  This conference is designed to teach us how to seek the Lord 
in earnest. 
 
We will specifically address the ancient Christian Discipline of Fasting.  Although there are no specific in-
structions about fasting in the bible, it is clearly practiced and encouraged.  Jesus, Moses, Joshua and Elijah 
fasted 40 days.  Daniel fasted 21 days.  Paul fasted 14 days and we have mention of seven day, three day 
and even one day fasts.  Fasting is always connected with prayer and seeking a clear word from the Lord.  
We will look at fasting individually and corporately. 
 
Intercession is also an ancient discipline of the church and can be done individually or corporately.  Inter-
cessors move mountains in the heavenlies and are mighty in the spirit realm. Restoring and elevating the 
work of intercession is critical for the renewal of the church.  We can have all the programs and activities 
going but without the covering of intercession the impact will be marginalized. We will cover both individ-
ual and corporate intercession in the conference and give some practical suggestions to implement these dis-
ciplines into the life of the parish. 
 
This conference is being organized and presented by The Rev. Alan W. Hansen, ACTS 29 Ministries and 
The Rev. Mike Flynn, FreshWind Ministries.  The conference is specifically designed as part of the Yes 
These Bones Can Live Pilot Program for the Diocese of Springfield, but is open all and you are definitely 
encouraged to attend. 
 
To register you need to contact Sue Spring 
 
The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield 
821 South Second Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
Tel:(217) 525-1876  Fax:(217) 525-1877 
Email: diocese@episcopalspringfield.org 
 
The cost is 

$77 per person for a single room, meals and all materials 
 $38 per person for double occupancy, meals, and all materials 
 $15 per person for a commuter rate (lunch on Saturday) one meal and materials 
 
Payment must accompany registration to secure your spot. 
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Surely, you want your life to matter!  
Surely you want to make a difference for Christ!  

Surely, you want your parish to come Alive to Jesus Christ and Mission! 
 

Then, we invite you to 
Two Workshops entitled, Evangelism Outside the Box [EOTB] 

 
At our Diocesan Center  

On Saturdays the 25th of August and the 22nd of September 2007, 
9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

 
The cost per person is $30.00 for both workshops. 
(includes text & materials, refreshments & lunch) 

If you need financial assistance to attend the workshops, 
please indicate so on your registration form. 

The last day to register is Sunday the 13th of August, 2007. 
 

Send your registration with your check payable to Diocese of Springfield to:  
EOTB, Christ the King Episcopal Church, 
1210 S. Fell Ave, Normal, Illinois 61761. 

 
All workshop attendees are requested to: 1. Read the book, Becoming a Contagious Christian, 
by Bill Hybels and Matt Mittleberg in preparation for the workshops. 2. Have a willingness to 

become a Contagious Christian and 3. Commit to attending both workshops. 
 

These EOTB workshops will empower you to: 
Become a Contagious Christian. 

Discover your unique style to tell your Christian Story. 
Know your audience to tell your Christian Story. 

Learn to boldly tell your Christian Story. 
Learn God’s Story and how to best tell God’s Story. 

Learn the art and the skill to invite people to the Christian Faith. 
 

So, do come and register now for the workshop! 
For more information and questions, please contact Desmond C. Francis at  

(309) 454-4903, (309) 310-9574, or desritt@aol.com 
 

The Agenda and Registration Form are available in the church office. 

Evangelism Outside the Box [EOTB] Workshops 
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The Diocese of Springfield  

2008 YOUTHQUAKE GOLF 
TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER   

 
Saturday, September 8, 2007 
Timber Lakes Golf Course 

Staunton, IL 
 

4 Person Scramble 
 

Registration and Lunch at 11:00 a.m.  
Shotgun starts at 12:00 noon 

Awards and Dinner immediately follow-
ing play 

 
$75.00 Registration Fee includes 18 

Holes of Golf w/ Cart, Lunch and Dinner 
 
All proceeds will go toward transporta-
tion costs for youth attending Youth-
Quake 2008, a Christian Youth Rally in 
Ridgecrest, NC.  For more information, 
please see the notice board in the hall-
way, or contact John or Sheila Hellrung 
a t  6 1 8 - 6 2 8 - 0 9 0 8  o r  H e l l -
rung@charter.net. A registration form is 
inserted in this edition of The Guardian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don't know what to do with  
all those books you’ve piled up?  

We've got the solution.  
 
We are working on a new outreach pro-
gram with Minds Eye Information Ser-
vice.  They have a book sale once a year 
with the proceeds going to help them buy 
single-band radios for the vision impaired 
in this area.  
 
The recipients are given the radios at no 
charge.  The local news is broadcast twice 
a day; magazines and newspapers are read 
to them; also, they hear ads for local busi-
nesses.   
 
Please bring your books and put them in 
the first classroom in the basement — 
hardback and soft back novels, cook-
books, religious, self-help, CD’s, books on 
tape — anything in GOOD condition.   
 
The cut-off date for donations is July 19, 
2007; sorry there’s not more time to gather 
them up.   
 

For more information, please contact  
Judie Payne at 277-9776. 
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2 Samantha Puckett   
3 Diane Richardson   
4  Joe Dublar  
5  Cleta Drummond   
6  Bill Armstrong 
  Michael Konieczny   
7  Jane Walts 
8  Bruce Cook 
9  Robert Butterfield  
11  Shelby Hamilton  
  Bronwyn Polk   
12  Narni Cahill 
15  Kitrina Byrd   
18  Ashley Armstrong   
20  Keith Hatch  
24  Margaret Donahue 
  Kacie Harnetiaux  
25  Keith Isenberg 
28  David Lynn  
29   Skye Suraja Potter 
  
 
4  Deborah and Byron Hepburn 
6  Milt and Sarah Tober 
 Marcia and Harry Redd 
9  Sonja and Nick Wartonick 
12  Joanne and Grand Wong 
   Amanda and Matt Kibbons 
14  Ashley and Bruce Cook 

 Marian and Mike Weaver 
19 Narni and Lary Cahill 
29  Kelly and Greg Etheridge 
31  Judith and Father Tony Holder 
   Pam and Dewey Barnes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Craig Cook 
8 Beverly Vacin 
9  Lauren Wong 
10 Martin Voruz 
 Kristina Whitehair 
11 Marge Evans 
16  Ashley Donahue 
 Lukas Moore 
17  Sarah Byer 
18  Deanna Amos 
 Ronin Peeples 
22  Sarah Blanchard 
 Jacqueline Campbell-
 Lawrence 
25 Greg Etheridge  
 Walt Evans 
26  Bill Dusenbery  
 Judith Holder 
27  Katherine Potter 
28  Nancy Machmer 
30  Byron Hepburn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Diane and Craig Cook  
11 Georgia and Bob MacNeill 
19 Pam and Tom Hulsey 
24 Helen and Paul Starke  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 
Anyone, man, woman or child,  
interested in helping to establish  
a Prayer Shawl Ministry should  

contact Diane Richardson at 628-7167.  
 

If you can knit, crochet or quilt or  
are interested in learning,  

you are welcome to participate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to  
Father Emery and Alice Washington  

on the death of Alice’s father,  
Walter Bogard, who died on  

Thursday, June 14, 2007.  
May he and all the  

faithful departed rest in peace.  
Amen. 

 
We rejoice with 
Johanna Mach-
mer on the birth 
of her son, 
Kyan John 
Machmer Fre-
derick, who 

was born on Thursday, May 17. Kyan is the 
grandson of Al and Nancy Machmer.  Kyan 
weighed 6 lbs. 9 ozs. and length was 19 
inches. Both Mom and baby are doing well. 
 
We rejoice with Kieron and Liz Rowley on 
the birth of their son, Davin Magnus Row-
ley, who was born on Friday, May 18.  
Davin is the grandson of Michael and 
Marian Weaver.  Davin weighed 6 lbs. 12 
ozs. and length was 20 inches.  Both Mom 
and baby are doing well. 
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ANNUAL  
WINE TASTING 

EVENT 
 

Saturday, August 18   
6:30 p.m.  

St. Michael’s, O’Fallon 
 

Please bring a bottle  
of wine for tasting.  

 
This is an Adults’ event.   

 
For more information, 

please contact  
Bill Dusenbery at 398-1456 
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The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield Cursillo 
announces  

 
A GRAND ULTREYA 

 
Saturday, July 14, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.  

 St. Michael’s, O’Fallon   
 

in celebration of  
the New Cursillistas  

of Adam and Eve XXVIII  
 

The activities of the day will include:  
A Lay witness talk, a Lay response, a Clergy response,  

Floating Group Reunion, Eucharist and shared blessing lunch.  
 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend  
and bring a dish to share.  

 
For information, contact Sarah Tober 277-1922. 



 

Diocese of Springfield 
YouthQuake 2008 

Golf Tournament Fundraiser 
Timber Lakes Golf Course 

Staunton, IL 
8 September, 2007 
4 Person Scramble 

Registration and Lunch at 11:00 a.m. 
Shotgun Start at 12:00 noon 

Awards and Dinner Immediately Following Play 
 

$75 Registration Fee Includes: 
18 Holes of Golf w/Cart, Lunch and Dinner 
Soft Drinks provided with meals; other beverages available for purchase 
Also a chance to win attendance prizes, Longest Drive Contest, Closest to the Pin 
Contest.  Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Last Place! 
$10,000 Hole in One Prize!! 
All proceeds go toward transportation costs for youth attending YouthQuake 2008, a Christian Youth Rally in 
Ridgecrest, NC.  Questions? Contact John or Sheila Hellrung, 618-628-0908, Hellrung@charter.net 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Detach and send with check made out to “The Episcopal Diocese of Springfield” for registration or hole 
sponsorship to: John Hellrung, 6 Ryan Circle, Lebanon, IL 62254 
 
Church Name _______________________________________ 
 
Contact Name/phone/email address: ____________________ 
 
(___)____________________________________________________ 
Phone        email 
 
Golfers’ Names: Extra Golfers who would like to be placed with a foursome: 
 
1)______________________________   1)______________________________ 
 
2)______________________________   2)______________________________ 
 
3)______________________________   3)______________________________ 
 
4)______________________________ 
 
Hole sponsorship available for $100 per hole—fill out contact info above, and contact John Hellrung, 
618-628-0908, Hellrung@charter.net, with how you’d like your sponsor’s sign to read. 
 



 

 
CRYING OUT TO GOD  

 
August 3-4th, 2007 

Our Lady of the Snows 
Belleville, IL 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
 
NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
   
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  _________________________________ ________________ _______________________ 
  City      State   Zip Code 
 
PHONE NUMBER: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH:  _________________________________________   ____________________________ 
   Name                          City 
 
ROOM REQUEST: 

 ____________ Single   $77 
 ____________ Double   $45 
 ____________  Commuter  $15 

 
If you are requesting a Double room please provide the name of your roommate here: 
 
Roommate: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed: ______________________________  Check #: ________________________________ 

 
Payment must accompany registration to secure your spot. If you need a hotel room, payment and registra-
tion must be received on or before Wednesday, July 18, 2007. If you plan to commute, payment and regis-
tration must be received on or before Monday, July 30, 2007. 
 
Please mail this registration form and your payment to: 
 

Diocese of Springfield 
Attention: Mrs. Sue Spring 
821 South Second Street 
Springfield, IL 62704 


