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6  The Transfiguration 
 
8-9  Thy Kingdom Come  
 Conference, Decatur, IL 
 
9  Jack’s Concert at Radio 

 City Music Hall 
 
15-17 New Beginnings  
 
23  Fellowship Wine Tasting 
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[The following is a review on Brian McLaren’s book, More Ready Than You Realize: Evangelism as Dance in 
the Postmodern Matrix. The numbers in parentheses are the page numbers in the book.]  
 
 

 
In More Ready Than You Realize: Evangelism as 
Dance in the Postmodern Matrix, Brian McLaren offers 
the Church a new and different perspective on the prac-
tice of evangelism and proclaiming the Christian faith 
and gospel in a postmodern world. He explains that the 
people Christians encounter may be more ready to hear 
the gospel than they realize and that Christians may be 
more ready to share the Christian faith with them than 
they recognize. 
 

McLaren demonstrates this task by engaging in a “spiritual friendship” (20) with an inquiring postmodernist 
called “Alice” through a series of email conversations. He allows her to follow her postmodern ideas, even to 
the extent of agreeing with many of her arguments and acknowledging the evangelistic flaws in reaching non-
believers. In an era, where evangelism is resented by many non-Christians due to the invasive and condescend-
ing manner in the way it is done, has led many to ignore the Christian gospel or a modernistic view of it. 
McLaren believes that people are partially, but not totally correct that postmodern views would lead to the de-
mise of Christianity. He thinks that in engaging in evangelism today, Christians need to adapt a more postmod-
ern style of Christianity in which spiritual development is a process rather than a one-time event or experience.  
 
He proposes that the best way Christians can evangelize non-believers in a postmodern era is through the de-
velopment of long-term, life-changing relationships or “spiritual friendships.” He prefers to use the term 
“spiritual friendship” instead of “evangelism” citing that the former term focuses primarily on “dancing,” 
“conversation,” and “relationships,” (29) all of which need the involvement of both persons. McLaren is con-
vinced that Christians need to build “spiritual friendships” with non-believers and to trust God to work in the 
lives of these people. Such a style is different to the traditional concept of evangelism which includes tech-
niques of “wrestling,” “argument,” and “sales and conquest” (29). He cites “good evangelists” as “people who 
engage others in conversation about important and profound topics such as faith, values, hope, meaning, pur-
pose, goodness, beauty, truth, life after death, life before death, and God” (14).  
 
This book is appealing in light of knowing how to evangelize the postmodernist in today’s world because the 
modernity form of evangelism has not been as successful particularly in mainline churches. Considering the 
new and fresh outlook of the book, the modernist reader needs to be open when reading it otherwise the possi-
bility lies that they would find McLaren’s concept annoying since it is unfamiliar. Nevertheless, the author 
gives realistic thoughts modernist Christians can work with in dealing with postmodernist people, being con-
versational rather than confrontational. 
 
My concern about the book stems in what are Christians to do in the event that non-believers or postmodern-
ists do not begin conversations as in the case of “Alice” who initiated the dialogue with the author. McLaren 
does not tell us what Christians are to do in cases where an individual does not ask questions about faith or 
Christianity. Are Christians to leave or disregard people who do not initiate questions?  
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St. Michael’s is in need of a  

Sexton  
effective September 1, 2008.  

The position requires 10-1/2 hours a week.   
If you, or someone you know,  

would like to be considered for the position,   
please contact Jack Moelmann (632-8455) or Fr. Tony (632-6168) 

A Reflection 
by Jean Anderson 

 
 
One sabbath he was going through the cornfields; and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck 
heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, ‘Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?’ And 
he said to them, ‘Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need 
of food? He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, 
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.’ Then he said to them, 
‘The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of 
the sabbath.’  
 
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They watched him to see 
whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the 
withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to 
save life or to kill?’ But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hard-
ness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The 
Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him (Mark 2: 
23-3:6). 
 
There was a time in my spiritual journey when I went through a phase whereby I was so comfortable in my 
relationship with my Lord that I treated him like an imaginary friend.  I would have conversations with him 
wherever or whenever I wanted to.  What a friend I had in Jesus.  Perhaps that’s what’s going on in this Bible 
passage.  Even Jesus complied with what was regarded as “lawful” on the Sabbath because he was just “one of 
the guys.”   
 
If the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath he is far more than my imaginary friend.  When I examine scrip-
ture I’m regularly reminded of what reverence I owe my Savior.  I no longer regard him so flippantly on my 
level of existence.  Since truth is the property of God, than I must allow my God to reveal truth in his time in 
his way without use of my preconceived biased human expectations.  
 
There is power in his statement:  The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath...  So the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.  Who would claim to have such authority, if not the Son of God, knowing 
these words and actions were life threatening? 
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When: Saturday, September 27, 2008 

Where: Mt. Vernon, IL (Trinity Episcopal Church & First United Methodist 
Church) 

Time:  Registration begins @ 9:45 a.m. with conference Mass @ 10:00 a.m. 
Concluding: 3 p.m. 

 
 

Concurrent Sessions 
What does it mean to be an Officer of a small church 

Growth in Small Churches: Come with Ideas that Work and Share 
Easy Way to Meet Your Audit Requirements 

 
Youth Programs:  

Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, Feed the Kids Program 
    Out of Maintenance and Back to Ministry 

    Altar Guild 
     

    Lunch will be provided.  
 
All participants are required to pre-register. See your Priest or contact the Diocesan Office @ 217-525-1876 
& diocese@episcopalspringfield.org 
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The registration form can be obtained from the Church Office 


����������B��
�C���*��&��� ����#�'�
�


��&���'-�
�3��0
���(.-�(..)�
�

����������������������������������������������������� �������
����� ��� 
�����
���  ! �� � ���� ��� �"������� 
�������� �����#
��������������������������������������������������� ���������
$���������%���$����&�����'�
%����
���� ���� ���(�� ����� ��� 
�� �� ���� ��� ����������� '� � ��#
������������������������
������������������
�������)� ������

�������������������������������'��$������������������ �������������������������������������������
�������������������������'��*��������������������
�� ������+ �,!��'�'�

���� 	������ -������ ��� ���� ���
� ������ ����� ������� ��� �'� � .��#�������� ������������ �������
���/�����������������������������������������)������ ����������������
���������������������������#
����������0��'�

-�������� ������������ ���� ������������� ������ ����� 
� � ������
��� 
�� *������ , �� � ��� �����
�����������
�"'�

$����&�����������
��)������.����1����������	�
�2��� ��&��
���������*��3������'�



 
���)�*+���)�' � (�� � � ! �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 15-17, 2008 
 
Where:  Lake Springfield Baptist Camp, 
Springfield 
 
What is New Beginnings? 
 
A fun, lively retreat weekend designed for youth 
in the grades of 7–9 (ages 12–15). 
  
Is a unique weekend experience deigned to re-
spond to the unique issues, concerns, and needs of 
teenagers. 
  
It is run by a team of motivated Christian youth 
dedicated to serving all on the weekend by living 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It is a chance for youth 
to reflect on the important relationships in their 
lives and consider making a “New Beginning.” 
  
Songs, snacks, skits, games, old friends and new 
friends 
 
A Spiritual Experience for Youth… 
 
Episcopal youth are encouraged to invite their 
Christian friends to the weekend. New Begin-
nings is a great outing for an entire junior high 
youth group. Often, New Beginnings is the first 
opportunity for a young person to pause and re-
flect on his or her situation and God. 
 
The fee for all participants (first time guests and 
team alike) on a New Beginnings weekend is 
$60.00. The fee helps pays for all meals and 
snacks starting Saturday morning through Sunday 
noon. 
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5   Craig Cook   
8   Beverly Vacin 
10  Kristina Whitehair 
11  Marge Evans 
16  Lukas Moore 
17  Sarah Byer 
18  Deanna Amos 
22  Sarah Blanchard 
      Jacqueline Campbell-Lawrence 
25  Greg Etheridge 
      Walt Evans 
26  Bill Dusenbery 
      Judith Holder 
27  Katherine Potter 
28  Nancy Machmer 
30  Byron Hepburn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Diane and Craig Cook 
11  Georgia and Bob MacNeill 
19  Pam and Tom Hulsey  
24  Helen and Paul Starke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2    Samantha Puckett 
3    Diane Richardson 
4    Joe Dublar 
6    Bill Armstrong 
      Michael Konieczny 
7    Jane Walts 
8    Bruce Cook 
9    Robert Butterfield 
11  Shelby Hamilton 
11  Bronwyn Polk 
12  Narni Cahill 
18  Ashley Armstrong 
24  Kacie  Moore 
25  Keith Isenberg 
28  David Lynn 
29  Skye Suraja Potter 

4 Deborah and Byron Hepburn 
6 Sarah and Milt Tober 
 Marcia and Harry Redd 
9 Sonja and Nick Wartonick 
12 Amanda and Matt Kibbons 
14 Ashley  and Bruce Cook 
17 Marian and Mike Weaver 
29 Kelly and Greg Etheridge 
31 Judith and Fr. Tony Holder 
 Pam and Dewey Barnes 

YOUTHQUAKE 
 GOLF  
TOURNAMENT   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
...to Narni Cahill 
and her family on 
the death of her 
mother, Keith Hatch, 
who was a member 
of our congregation.  
Please remember the 
Cahill family in your 
prayers and may the 
soul of Keith and all 
the faithful departed 
rest in peace. Amen 
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OCTOBER 4,2008 
Timber Lakes Golf Course, Staunton, IL 

All proceeds will go toward transportation costs for youth attending Youth-
Quake 2000, a Christian Youth Rally in Ridgecrest, NC.  
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian renewal in the 
lives of individuals and families. 
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love known, welcome people to faith, and go into the world to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of Worship, Ministry, 
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. 

 

ANNUAL WINE TASTING  
 

Saturday, August 25  
at 6:30 p.m.  

 
For more information,  

please contact Bill Dusenbery at 398-1456. 
 

Please bring a bottle of wine for tasting.  
 

All adults are invited 


