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7  Trinity Sunday 
 
14-20 Youth Work Week 
 
15 Youth Work Week Dinner 
 
14 Flag Day 
 
21 Father’s Day 
 
21 9th Annual Outdoor 
 Eucharist And Church 
 Picnic (Note:  Eucharist 
 Service is at 10:30 a.m.) 

JUNE 21 
 

WE WISH ALL OUR  
FATHERS A VERY 

HAPPY AND RELAXING  
FATHER’S DAY. 

 
 
 
Father Anthony Holder 
graduated from Trinity Epis-
copal School for Ministry in 
Ambridge, PA with a Doctor 
of Ministry degree.  
 
 

Michelle Edmondson graduated from University of Missouri, St. Louis 
with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education.  She begins her 
Masters degree in June. Michelle is the daughter of Susan and Harry 
Gore. 
 
William T. "TJ" Payne V , completes five years of Orthopedic Sur-
gery residency at SIU School of Medicine and will be a Hand Surgery 
Fellow at The Indiana Hand Center, Indianapolis, IN.  TJ is the son of 
Tom and Judie Payne.  His fiancée, Parul Bhatt, completes three years 
of Pediatric residency at St. Louis Children’s Hospital and will be a 
Pediatric Hospitalist at Riley Children’s Hospital, Indianapolis, IN.    
 
Dane Harris graduated from Hallmark Institute of Photography in 
Turner Falls, Massachusetts. Dane is the son of Dan and Kady Harris. 
 
Devin Bopp graduated from Edward Fulton Middle School in O'Fallon, 
and will be attending the Milburn School Campus for O'Fallon Town-
ship High School in the Fall.  Devin is son of Bryan and Monica Bopp. 
 
Elaine Etheridge graduated from Edward Fulton Middle School in 
O’Fallon and will be attending Milburn School Campus for O'Fallon 
Township High School in the Fall.  Elaine is the daughter of Greg and 
Kelly Etheridge. 
 
Zoë Williams graduated from Belle Valley South Middle School. She 
will be attending Belleville East High School in the Fall.  Zoë is the 
daughter of Chris Gore and granddaughter of Harry and Susan Gore.  
 
Caitlin Combs graduated from Belleville East High School. She will 
be attending Truman State University, Kirksville, MO. Kyle Combs 
graduated from Wolf Branch Junior High and will be attending Belle-
ville East High School in the Fall. Caitlin and Kyle are the grandchil-
dren of Co and Iris Soulé. 
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My Journey at Trinity 
     by Father Anthony  Holder 
 
 My decision to pursue post-graduate studies at Trinity Episcopal School 
for Ministry, Pennsylvania, was to gain knowledge and find an avenue through 
which I could minister more effectively to Episcopalian Christians in the United 
States. In April 2005, with a family, which included a son who was nearly two 
years old (and two years later the arrival of a daughter), I embarked on an inten-
sive Doctor of Ministry program so as to fulfill this requirement. After two 
months of arduous pre-seminar work, I attended my first two seminary courses in 
June 2005. 
 Trinity presented a unique and wonderful experience for me. The program 
provides clergy, who have been serving for at least three years in parish or other 
form of ministry, with advanced-level training in ministry. Although the seminary 
is of an Episcopal or Anglican ethos, my colleagues in this program were priests 
and pastors of several Christian denominations. Through my colleagues, it was 

refreshing to experience at Trinity the different stripes of the Church – Evangelical, Anglo-Catholic, Charis-
matic – and students studying, sharing, fellowshipping and socializing with one another and the faculty. One of 
the highlights of such socializing was coming together for dinner at either “The Bamboo” for the Boo burger 
or “The Ruck Saloon” for the huge fish platter. Needless to say, the food was delicious. 

Students pursuing the Doctor of Ministry program were expected to study ten courses – five required 
and five electives – all having biblical, theological and missiological components. Each course was divided 
into pre-seminar – reading of at least 1,500 pages, in addition to written assignments that may vary by course; 
in-seminar – attending one week of intensive on-campus lectures and supervised instruction which may in-
clude making presentations in class, and post-seminar – working on assignments which may include practical 
projects in the student’s context of ministry and writing a critical paper on the project. 

Having completed the tenth course, each student is expected to write a thesis so as to complete the re-
quirements for the degree. It is this project that I will address in the remainder of this article. The topic of my 
dissertation was “Biblical Revelation in Mainline Churches in O’Fallon, Illinois: Looking at Mainline Chris-
tians’ Ability to Possess and Communicate a Biblical Understanding.” The study examined the ability of 
Christians from four mainline denominations – Lutheran (ELCA), United Methodist, Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
and Episcopal in the O’Fallon area - to understand the Bible and to communicate that understanding to others. 

In addressing this problem, I explored what the Scriptures and other theologians have said about bibli-
cal teaching and learning and analyzed the cultural dimensions of the problem. I interviewed thirty-three mem-
bers of the four churches, both participants and non-participants in biblical education, on areas relating to the 
impact of the Bible on the individual’s life, approaches used by the individual and their local congregation in 
facilitating biblical knowledge, the level of importance and necessity of biblical education to the mainline 
Christian, the role of the home and the church as avenues for biblical knowledge, the view of scriptural author-
ity in one’s life and the relevancy of the Bible in today’s society and culture. 

The interviews revealed that the problem is not as severe as I initially anticipated. It is apparent that 
members who participate in Christian or biblical education show significant evidence of an understanding of 
the Bible and its theology that is evolving. They possess an understanding of the Scriptures which is more no-
ticeable within a Bible study environment. Simultaneously, there are a larger number of mainline Christians 
who are disinterested, at least at this time, in acquiring any serious biblical knowledge. As a result, there is a 
notable paucity in their ability to possess and communicate any significant understanding of the Bible. Never-
theless, listening to the interviewees gave me hope for and confidence in the future while at the same time 
there is tremendous work to do in fostering biblical education among mainline church members. 
 

Continued on page 3 
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BELLEVILLE CHRISTIAN 
CENTER (BCC) 

 
Our outreach ministry continues at 
the BCC located at 104 South 17th 
Street in Belleville. During the 
months of May through July, we will 
suspend the meal service we have 
been providing on the 4th Friday of 
each month. However, we will con-
tinue to meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month to sort do-
nated clothing items. Please join us at 
6:30PM on these evenings for a cou-
ple of hours of service, fun, and fel-
lowship. We anticipate returning to 
our monthly meal service and cloth-
ing distribution beginning in August.  
Please contact Bill or Julie Arm-
strong at 628-7081 if you have any 
questions.  

 

Diocesan Youth Work 
Week  

June 14-20  

 

Youth Work Week involves 
the painting and restoring of 

houses in the East St. Louis area and is done by the 
young people of our Diocese. For more information, 
please contact Joe Hooten at (618) 235-7290 or email 
jhoo10@aol.com.   

 

As has been the custom of St. Michael’s, we will be 
providing dinner for the young people on Monday, 
June 15, at the Toddhall Retreat Center in Columbia, 
IL. We would like this to be a "Family Affair" for a 
night out and a potluck meal. Starting at 6:00 p.m., we 
usually serve hamburgers, hotdogs, ice cream with top-
pings and whatever else people bring to eat.  A sign-up 
sheet for helping with this dinner can be found in the 
Narthex.  If you can’t attend but still want to help out, 
bring your items no later than Sunday, June 14 and 
Jerry Anderson will take them for you. You are encour-
aged to bring a chair. For more information, please 
contact Jerry Anderson at 628-1127 or by email at: 
anders6s@sbcglobal.net. 

Continued from page 2    Journey at Trinity 
 
I concluded with a number of recommendations including encouragement of those who engage in bib-

lical education, ascertaining the level of people’s willingness to read and study the Bible and ways to remedy 
the situation, knowing how to live Christian lives and actually living Christian lives, proper training and equip-
ping of lay leadership to lead and facilitate biblical education, serious consideration of the view and treatment 
of the Scriptures by Christians, the promotion of “intentional witnessing,” and the implementation of biblical 
teaching and learning in the home and family. 

I am grateful to the Dean of the doctoral program, the faculty, staff and colleagues for making my time 
at Trinity the blessing that it has been. What a fantastic group of people! Now after four years of study and 
graduation, people are asking how am I going to utilize all of the available time I now have. My response to 
them is to spend quality time with my family who has sacrificed greatly in order for me to pursue this pro-
gram, resume my Artwork, enjoy some lighter reading, and get some much needed rest. 
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ATTENTION ALL GARDENERS :  

 
With the planting season upon us, are you 
aware of a program called Plant a Row for the 
Hungry (PAR)?  This “people-helping-people” 
program was launched in 1995 as a means to 
assist in feeding the hungry in our communi-
ties. The O’Fallon Food Pantry will gladly ac-

cept donations of home grown vegetables to distribute to the 
needy in the local area. We hope that when you are planting 
and harvesting your gardens, you will consider those who 
can make good use of this food. Please contact Winn Pardee 
(624-3507) or Nels Wilt (632-4565) if you have any ques-
tions. 

 
When placing an order for the 
church, please have the merchan-
dise shipped either to your  home 
or Jack Moelmann’s home, 1015 
Matthew Drive, O’Fallon, IL 
62269. FedEx and UPS often 
deliver when the office is closed 

thus delaying or canceling your order.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Jim Clindaniel 
3  Kelly Etheridge 
4  Chris Gore 
6 Dave Byer 
 Kyle DeBourge 
7  Michelle Edmondson 
 Jackson Maas 
10 Mary Clindaniel 
12 Gabriel Kibbons 
13 Gwyneth Potter 
14 Bob Steitz 
15 Jim McAnulty 
18 Carol Parsons 
 Marian Weaver 
19 Russell Deppe 
20 Yasemin Koss 
22 Bradley Edmondson 
27  Benjamin Cruse 
28  Thomas Clarke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Roxanne and Dennis Amos 
8  Novie and Jim Fuld 
 Jacque and Tony Hart 
 Marie and Lewis Voruz 
22 Laura and Cody Cruse 
30 Debbie and Dave Byer 

 
St. Michael’s Aprons are for sale for 
$15.00. The money raised from this 
project will go to toward the Kitchen 
and Outreach. There is a sign-up 
sheet on the table in the Narthex. 
Nancy Machmer will be collecting 

the money for this project. You can call Nancy for 
more information at 664-1631.  
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If you know of anyone who is in need of 
a meal delivered to their home, we have 
prepared soups in the freezer.  If there 
are special dietary needs please let us 
know.  For more information, please 
contact Mary AuBuchon at 589-1728. 

GREAT DISH CLOTHS 
 
St. Michael’s Choir has taken on a  pro-
ject to sell quality dish cloths as a fund-
raiser for additional music and other 
Choir expenses. These dish cloths are 
manufactured by Sangamon Mills Inc. 
who have been in business  since 1922. 
They are fine knit and absorbent cloths, 
and are very versatile for many, many 
uses. The cost of these dish cloths is 
$1.25 each, or 4 for $5.00. They come in 
blue, red, yellow and green. 

On behalf of the 
Church Periodical 
Club, I would like to 
thank everyone for 
your generous dona-
tions.  These funds will 
be put to good use as-
sisting our seminarians 
and people all over the 

world who are in need of reading and 
educational materials. 
 
Roberta Clark, CPC Diocesan Chair 

Preparation for Vacation Bible School has already begun and 
we need your help! Please come see the VBS display in the 
narthex complete with a photo album of last year’s program, 
info on this year’s program with sign-up sheets. We need 
volunteers to help make VBS 2009 an awesome time for the 
youngsters in our community ages 4 - 10. Please consider 
joining us for VBS week (July 27 – July 31 from 5:30-
8:30PM). 

There is an additional sign-up sheet for scenery because 
we’re hoping that many of you might kindly lend us some 
props to help create the feel of a “Wildwood” forest…the 
more we can borrow, the less we’ll have to construct. Exam-
ples: Christmas trees, stuffed animals, artificial/real plants & 
trees or anything else forest or jungle related. Please note 
that any loaned items will not be played with or climbed on. 

 
Each Tuesday we will be downstairs painting and making 
forest scenery. Please come join us when you can from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. as we could really use additional input and 
ideas on how to transform St. Michael’s into a forest where 
kids can “discover the untamed nature of God”. Imagine 
their excitement to walk through a tunnel, into a cave or un-
der towering trees! Let’s make VBS 2009 WILD!Thanks for 
your support! Call Laura Cruse 343-1161 with comments, 
suggestions or questions. 
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CHURCH CAMP 
 
Church Camp this year will be from Sunday, June 28 to 
Saturday, July 4, at East Bay Camp, Hudson, IL, on Lake 
Bloomington. The theme of the camp is “Can You Hear 
Him Now?” The camp is divided into three age groups 
and is for campers who have completed Grades 1-11.  
Camp fees are: $225.00 for the first camper of a family, 
$205.00 for the second camper of a family and $185 for 
additional members of a family. Application forms may 
be downloaded from the Diocesan web site at: 
www.episcopalspringfield.org. 
 
A $50.00 registration deposit for each camper is due 
with your registration .  Any remaining balance is due 
(postmarked) by June 1. No applications will be accepted 
after June 1 - NO EXCEPTIONS!  

 
Camp applications and health forms are to be sent to the camp registrar: Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois, 
c/o Rebecca Gamage, 5911 N. Graceland Drive, Peoria, IL 61614. Her phone number is (309) 648-2421 or 
by email: rebeccagamage@yahoo.com. For more camp information, please contact Denny Brown (Camp 
Coordinator), at (309) 697-5361 or email at dcndennis1@aol.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Michael’s library is becoming a 
reality. If you have books that would be 
appropriate for the library, please bring 
them as so soon as possible. You can drop 
them off in the Narthex. If you have any 
questions, please contact Judie Payne at 
277-9776 or Jack Moelmann at 632-8455. 

 
 
 

We express our  
Thanks and Appreciation 

to our  
Acolytes  

for their Service and 
Ministry at the Altar 

 
Katelyn Armstrong 

Kyle AuBuchon 
Cameron Bopp 

Devin Bopp 
Sabrina Clindaniel 
Elaine Etheridge 

Sierra Gore  
Michael Helker 

Kimberly Puckett 
Samantha Puckett 

Zoë Williams  
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian renewal in the 
lives of individuals and families. 
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love known, welcome people to faith, and go into the world to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of Worship, Ministry, 
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. 

 
When:  Sunday, June 21 

Where:  Pleasant Ridge Park in Fairview Heights 
Time:  10:30 A.M. 

 
 
 
 

· Sunday School awards will be presented during the Service. 
· Contribution of $5.00 per family to help offset the cost of 

meat and drinks.   
· Grilling hamburgers and bratwursts. Please bring a dish to 

share.  
· Kelly is collecting pink flamingos for decorations.  
· A sign-up sheet can be found in the Narthex.  
· For more information, please contact Kelly Etheridge at 978-

3283.   

 
JUNE 14, 2008 


