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6 World Day of Prayer:
Ultreya at St. Michael's

8 Daylight Saving Time
Begins
Bishop’s Committee
Meeting

13-15 ECW Lenten Retreat

15 9th Anniversary of

First Service in New
Building

St. Patrick’s Day Potluck
21 Pausing for Prayer

27-29 Happening #50 at St.
George’s Belleville

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
BEGINS ON SUNDAY, MARCH 8

DO NOT FORGET TO MOVE YOUR
CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR
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Sunday, March 1 (Lent )

The Word of Forgiving
Wednesday, March 4

Lenten Study on The Word of Forgivin

Sunday, March 8 (Lent I1)
The Word of Hope
o Wednesday, March 11
il 8L Mty Lenten Study on The Word of Hope
Sunday, March 15 (Lent IlI)
The Word of Belonging
Wednesday, March 18
Lenten Study on The Word of Belonging

Sunday, March 22 (Lent IV)
The Word of Protesting
Wednesday, March 25
Lenten Study on The Word of Protesting

Sunday, March 29 (Lent V)
The Word of Wanting
Wednesday, April 1
Lenten Study on The Word of Wanting

Sunday, April 5 (Palm Sunday)
The Word of Achieving
Wednesday, April 8
Lenten Study on The Word of Achieving

Friday, April 10 (Good Friday)
The Word of Giving

All Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Wednesday Services start at 7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist and L8ttdy

(@}




“Return to me with all your heart, with fasting, ttviweeping, and with mourning. Rend your hearts aoid
your garments. Return to the Lord, your God, foishgracious and merciful, slow to anger, and alding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing” (Joel2-13).

In this text, God invites His people into a relasbip with Him that promises renewal and a reveo$dife,
resulting in a fuller and more meaningful life withm. It is a call for people to recommit themseahand re-
turn to the Lord. But such a call is only inevitlifl we accept it with all our heart. It is alwdysped that we
will stock of our lives and to ask some pertinea¢stions, “How much of our heart do we give to God?at
measure of our heart is truly turned to Him?” Howaim time do we attribute to the things of God —ypra
worship, and meditation, to name a few?

God, our Father and Creator, wants us to knowithegcommitting our lives to Him, in returning tarh, He

promises to exercise graciousness and mercy whallcome to Him with their faults, limitations, iitges,

and sins. However, we only realize His graciousaessmercy when we allow ourselves to enter indeeper
and more intimate relationship with Him. When we able to accomplish this, we see that God doemaké
great demands on us but He absolves, rescues aesl ismfrom that which prevents us from being imraany
with Him. God’s relationship with us includes bdtive and discipline but He always exercises suchece
tion in a merciful and gracious manner.

During the season of Lent, we will focus our staaythe words from the Cross, spoken by our Lorargiv-

ing, Hope, Belonging, Protesting, Wanting, Achieyiand Giving. These are some of the most important
words in the Scriptures. As we gather each Sundaywill examine each word and then on Wednesday

nights, we will engage in study and discussion eomag each of the words.

As we approach these days of Lent, let them beia¢y into having a closer and more intimate refeghip
with God. May we embrace ourselves in God’s loWleywang Him to touch our hearts during the fortyydaof
this season.

Have a Blessed and Holy Lent.

Your Friend and Pastor,

Father Tony



S you may be aware, St. Michael's is participaitnidpe annual campaign of the Southwest
lllinois Chapter of the Military Officers Associati of America to provide "WISH LIST" items to
the USO facility at Lambert IAP for distribution twr military people transiting the facility.

On Sunday, March"8 boxes will be available in the Narthex for cotlen of your donations. The)
will remain there through Sunday, March™5If you are unable or unavailable to deliver yoton-

Heights, drop off at Sonja and Nick Wartonick's leoat 7342 Timberpoint Court (in Stonewolf Golf
Course development -- from the IL 159 main gatee the next three right turns). Please call ahéad
-- Morey's, 628-0286 -- Wartonicks, 628-0858.

"The desired items the chapter will collect aratapo chips, Fritos and Doritos or equivalent, gand
bars (preferably chocolate), pretzels, crackerskies, raisins, nuts (all kinds), beef jerky, tnaix,
oatmeal, tea bags, hot chocolate, travel sizeshavisg cream, deodorant and tooth paste, all
packs of Kleenex, lip balm, cough drops, and pheards. Donations must be confined to the twegnty
items listed, with nothing homemade or past exjairat

If you intend to contribute via a personal checleape make your chegkayable to James S
McDonnell USO. | will collect and deliver all checks along withur bulk contribution. You, i
turn, will receive a letter of acknowledgement uedbr tax credit purposes.

If you contribute goods in large quantities (calléd-kind Donations"), and you desire taxat
credit, please provide to me a memo with your naneaddress and the kind and value of your gon-

tribution. | will deliver these memos, and you too willeae a letter of acknowledgement.

Your compassion, kindness and generosity are grappreciated, not only by me, the MOAA and
the USO, but also most importantly, by the militangn and women serving us. Thanks to all who

participate, as we all benefit.

Nick Wartonick, wartonickns@sbcglobal.net



ECW LENTEN RETREAT

Have you submitted your registration yet? Mail yapplication and check to Tina King 3478 North Wate
Street, Decatur, IL 62526. The cost of a singleupancy room is $145.00 and double occupancy is.!B!D(;S
Please note that on the registration form, firstetiattendees will receive a $50.00 discount. Iditimoh,
there is financial assistance for any woman merab&t. Michael's; please speak to Marcia Redd doveRal
Clark. Please prayerfully consider joining us atldddall on March 13-15. "Come To The Water andPS' |
these nourishing waters. Come, join us, create fnewdships, refresh old friendships, relax, andgorate
yourself! IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO SEND IN YOUR RHSTRATION FORM — EVEN AFTER THE

DEADLINE DATE!




e are appealing to members of our congregatiorofdrioute to-
wards Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings. Many of ysyethe fellowship that is
experienced after the Eucharist and so we would faembers to participate
assisting with monetary donations or with items. &ve requesting snack/fing
type foods, pastries, fruit, etc.

Mary AuBuchon will have a monthly sign up sheeti@u of a yearly on
downstairs after this Sunday Service. We hope yidiiparticipate and make ot
Coffee Hour a success.

HAPPENING #50
March 27-29, 2009

St. George’s Episcopal Church,
105 East D Street, Belleville, lllinois

Happening is open to students of high school age.
Adults interested in youth ministry may also at
tend.

For more information, you may contact the Ha
pening Registrar, Frank Rogers at:
fprogers@peaknet.net or 618/277-1406

Candidates’ Application forms and Staff Request .()f) $
to Serve Forms may be or obtained from the
office at St. Michael's
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BACK
FENCE

Barbara Kerico
Betty West
Victoria Cissell
Michael Helker
Winn Pardee
Marie Berens
Gwynith Wilkins
Chris Kerico
Alex Konieczny
Dan Harris
Nathan Kibbons
Co Soule
Georgia MacNeill
Marian Ellis
Novie Fuld

Zoe Gore

Ed Trotter
Leatha Domnick
Charlie Hahn
Ginger Clarke
Moses Harrison
Josh Byer

Kady Harris

Karen and Tom Clarke

rder your East
Lilies now! Cost is$15.0
per plant. The lilies wil
add a glorious beauty Jo
the festive decorations Jn
our Sanctuary. You a
invited to place them i
memory of someone who
passed away, in honor |pf
someone who is special to you, or in recognitioarmim-
portant occasion or person. The list of persons G-
sions remembered will be printed in the Easter \Mpis
Service bulletin. For more information, please ¥e®h-
lemeier or call her at 632-2814. A sign-up listinsthe
Narthex

Many thanks for your continued sup-
port of the food pantry. Most of yd
have probably noticed that we hdve
changed our procedures a bit for ¢bl-
lecting items for the community fodd
pantry. Continue placing your donated
items on a table at the front of the
sanctuary. For the month of March five
will focus on canned soups, especidlly
chowders, bean with bacon, and chicken with H8ce;
also canned meats such as chicken, turkey, and h@
course if you find a great deal or have couponsthe
items, you are most certainly welcome to bringhiose
items as well.

If you would like more information, please contlgls
Wilt at 632-4565.

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt
will take place following the Service on
Easter Sunday (April 12).

We would appreciate monetary contributions towangsEgg Hunt.
Please make checks to St. Michael’s and in the mptaase add Egg Hu
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s has been the case in the past, we will be preapari
the yard for the growing season. If the weather is
fair we will still be covering a good part of tharg
with fertilizer.

There is, of course, the necessary maintenancéeoffits
level. The wood needs to be treated, sanctuarywaed, win
dows cleaned and chairs realigned. The overhehtsligquire

dusting (and bulb replacement if needed). The Ingleteed:
vacuuming, dusting and wood treatment. The soadl will
require full cleaning, as will the kitchen, bathne®y and, espt
cially, the stairwell.

Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances Gdtiilsgdom through engaging in Christian renewalhe|t
lives of individuals and families.
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His lovewmnpowelcome people to faith, and go into the wadd

make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are committedugh the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a miuof Worship, Ministry
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship.




