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ST. MICHAEL’S  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY MEMBERS 

 

Standing in the back:  Marcia Redd, Laura Cruse,  
Standing in middle row (from l—r): Mary and Sabrina Clindaniel, Diane Richard-
son, Narni Cahill, Janet Reese, and Judie Payne.   
Sitting: (from l—r):  Kathy Hahn, Marie Voruz and Lorraine Libel.   
Pictured below is Judie Payne’s mother, Helen Tuggle. Not pictured are: Marie 
Berens, Janet Goodman, Peggy Juenger, Sonja Wartonick, and Marian Weaver. 

 
These ladies have made over 60 prayer 
shawls which have been sent to Califor-
nia, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Louisiana, 
Illinois, North Carolina, Maryland, Ar-
kansas and Barbados.  The recipients 
have been hospital patients, residents in 
nursing homes or assisted living, home-
bound patients, retired and active priests 
and bishops, handicapped children and 
troops serving in Iraq.  One of their on-
going projects is to provide new Cursillo 
members with a prayer shawl; 20 were 
made this past summer. 
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[The following is a review on John Eldredge’s book, 
Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive]  
 
  by Father Anthony Holder 
 
Whether or not we are cognizant of it, “things are not 
what they seem” (26), for we live daily in the midst 
of ongoing spiritual warfare. It is against this back-
ground that John Eldredge moves into the basic 
premise of his book, “Waking the Dead: The Glory of 
a Heart Fully Alive,” which is that we are alive in 

Christ, and our heart, which is “the deep center of our life” (50), is good by nature but we have allow the devil 
to influence it. Using references to scriptures, quotes from authors like G.K. Chesterton and C.S. Lewis, and 
movies including The Chronicles of Narnia, The Lord of the Rings Trilogy, Wizard of Oz, The Matrix, Gladia-
tor, The Lion King and others, Eldredge shares “eternal truths” (26) to demonstrate the state of Christians in 
this world. He also shares personal stories, relating how God has worked in his life and ministry. 
 
Eldredge’s reference to “the heart is good” (69) speaks specifically to “a new heart” (66) ‘the redeemed heart,’ 
which God has transformed through Christ and made good according to His image. For the author, the heart, is 
not the same as the flesh, (a Pauline position in Romans 7), neither is it about emotionalism. The writer sees 
the heart as that primary source from which our life, our thoughts, our motives, and our creative nature origi-
nates. Eldredge states that the heart reflects God’s glory for “we were created to reflect God’s glory, born to 
bear his image, and he ransomed us to reflect that glory again” (75). He argues that most people fail to live as 
if their heart is redeemed. In his opinion, people need to begin living a spirit-filled life in which they recognize 
that their hearts are good and that it is the flesh that struggles with sin. 
 
In developing his premise Eldredge quotes second century Christian writer Irenaeus: “the glory of God is man 
fully alive” (10). God wants His people to be fully alive so that they can live from their renewed hearts and his 
plan for our lives. The problem, Eldredge says, is that Christians fail to recognize that the sufferings and stress 
of this world, which they experience, are as a result of the lies of the “Enemy,” who is battling for their hearts 
by “trying to steal [their] freedom, kill [their] heart, [and] destroy [their] life” (151). The writer warns us that 
the devil will seek to convince us that our hearts are not good and as a result we are at war with him over the 
strength and liveliness of them. It is when people are aware that they are at war with the devil, they are better 
able to live fully in Christ and experience a richer life. 
 
The emphasis of the book is on four streams – “Walking with God,” “Receiving His Intimate Counsel,” “Deep 
Restoration” and “Spiritual Warfare” - which the author believes allow Christians to live a full life in the way 
God has called them. By acknowledging the goodness of our heart and opening ourselves to Jesus’ offer of life 
through “Discipleship, Counseling, Healing and Warfare,” we are able to experience God’s presence and the 
ultimate reward, which is eternal life. Eldredge expands the discussion of the four streams by focusing on the 
freeing of the heart, the needs and blessings of Christian fellowship and offering a prayer to assist us in dealing 
with spiritual warfare. 
 
This book speaks to the reader on a number of levels. First, the writer’s view that the heart is good gives one a 
different perception of it in light of the fact that one may think that the heart is evil since “out of [it] come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander” (Matthew 15:19). Eldredge’s position is 
to think of the heart as being inherently wicked is unbiblical. 
 

Continued on page 3 
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CPC SUNDAY, MAY 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church Periodical Club is an Episcopal 
institution; its ministry is to raise money to 
supply books, magazines, tapes, videos, 
music and computer programs free to those 
who cannot otherwise obtain them.  
 
There are two primary granting funds. The 
National Books Fund holds two granting 
sessions yearly and responds to requests for 
books and related materials around the 
world.  The grants for 2007 totaled over 
$43,600.  The Miles of Pennies fund is ex-
clusively used for the book needs of chil-
dren; grants are made year round.  The 
grants in 2007 for Miles of Pennies totaled 
over $15,500. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution to 
these funds, please make your check pay-
able to St. Michael’s with the notation CPC 
in the memo line. 
 
For more information, please contact 
Roberta Clark (622-4980). 
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From the VICAR  
by Father Anthony Holder 
 
[continued from page 2] 
 
Second, Eldredge allows us to examine the heart in 
the context of a new, redeemed heart. Believing that 
the heart is evil since it is the center from which an 
individual functions and responds in evil ways, yet it 
causes the reader to ask the question, if the heart is 
inherently evil why would Christ want to live in an 
individual’s heart that is evil? Such a premise would 
be contrary to scripture in that the nature of the cross 
and forgiveness would have been unnecessary since 
it would appear that Christ was satisfied with evil. 
However, it is within the redeemed heart of a person, 
who by accepting Christ is transformed into “a new 
creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17) that Christ is willing 
to dwell and to fill the individual with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
A third point that the book articulates, which was an 
important point in the Yes These Bones Can Live 
program, is the notion of spiritual warfare. Eldredge 
expresses a perception that is seldom mentioned in 
churches particularly mainline churches like the 
Episcopal Church. I believe that Eldredge is on tar-
get in his claim that God’s children are at war with 
evil forces on a daily basis and without living from 
our heart we cannot fight back. Having dealt with 
this subject in the Yes These Bones Can Live pro-
gram, and reading Eldredge’s book have influenced 
me to become more aware of spiritual warfare in my 
life, my family, my friends, my parishioners and that 
of my ministry and to use the prayer that Eldredge 
provided in his book on a daily basis. This has 
helped me to widen my prayer life. 
 
I would highly recommend “Waking the Dead: The 
Glory of a Heart Fully Alive” to Christians who are 
mature in their faith, seeking a deeper relationship or 
closer walk with God and a greater understanding 
and desire to love God and their neighbor. 
 
 
(The numbers in parentheses are the page numbers in the 
book). 



 ��� �� ,� � �� � � � � �	 
 � ��

EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH WOMEN  

(ECW) 
 
 
The ECW Annual Meeting 
will be on Saturday, May 3, 
in West Frankfort at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church. 
Registration begins at 9:30 

a.m. and the meeting begins at 10:00 a.m. All women 
of the Episcopal Church are members of the ECW. It 
would be nice if a group of women could car pool to 
attend this meeting.  There is a sign-up sheet on the 
table in the Narthex if you plan to attend. Please sign 
your name and telephone number and put an X in the 
appropriate box. It is approximately one and one-half 
hours of driving time so we’d have to leave from the 
church no later than 8:00 a.m. If you express an inter-
est in reestablishing an ECW at St. Michael’s, please 
sign your name and telephone number and put an X 
in the box. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

AND THE PEOPLE CONSENTING 
 

THE RIGHT REVEREND  
PETER HESS BECKWITH 
BISHOP OF SPRINGFIELD 

 
WILL ORDAIN 

 
THE REVEREND  

TIMOTHY ALLEN GOODMAN  
 

TO THE SACRED ORDER OF PRIEST 
 

IN CHRIST’S ONE HOLY CATHOLIC  
AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH 

 
ON THE FEAST OF 

THE VISITATION OF  
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

SATURDAY, THE THIRTY-FIRST OF MAY, 
TWO THOUSAND AND EIGHT 

AT ELEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
 
 

SAINT STEPHEN’S CHURCH 
101 E. CHURCH 

HARRISBURG, ILLINOIS 
 

YOUR PRAYERS AND  
PRESENCE ARE REQUESTED 

 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fourteenth Annual Community Prayer 
Breakfast will be held on Thursday, May 1, from 
6:30 a.m.- 7:30 a.m. at O’Fallon First United 
Methodist Church. The guest speaker will be Fr. 
Tony. Tickets are available for the fully-catered 
breakfast for a donation of $5.00 each and must 
be secured in advance. You can purchase a ticket 
through the Church Office, see Jack Moelmann 
on Sundays or at First United Methodist Church, 
504 E. Highway 50. 
 



 

MAY 27, 2008 
 

Three years after the end of the Civil War, on May 5, 1868, the head of an organization of 
Union veterans — The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — established Decoration Day 
as a time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war dead with flowers.  General Order 
No. 11, issued by Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, declared that Decoration Day should be ob-
served on May 30.  It is believed that date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom 
all over the country.  The first large observance was held that year in Arlington National 
Cemetery, across the Potomac River from Washington D.C. 
 It was not until after World War 1, however, that the day was expanded to honor 

those who have died in all American wars.  In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday by an act of Con-
gress, though it is still often called Decoration Day.  It was later placed on the last Monday in May, as were some other 
federal holidays. 

Adapted from the Memorial Day history page of the Department of Veteran Affairs. 
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A REFLECTION 
by Nancy Machmer 

And when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he 
was at home.  And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer 
room for them, not even about the door; and he was preaching the word to them.  
And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.  And when they 
could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; 
and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the para-
lytic lay.  And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My son, your 
sins are forgiven.”  Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in 
their hearts, “Why does this man speak thus?  It is blasphemy!  Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?”  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they 
thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question thus in 
your hearts?  Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “your sins are forgiven,” 
or to say “Rise, take up your pallet and walk.”  But that you may know that the 

Son of man has said to the paralytic – “I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home.”  And he rose, and 
immediately took up the pallet and went out before them all; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, 
saying, “We never saw anything like this! (Mark 2:1-12). 
 

What a scary thing....paralysis!  Unless you have been there you cannot truly understand how it must feel, but 
as an observer I hold within myself much fear of the affliction and little comprehension of the total affect this 
must have.  What faith this paralytic must of had the day he literally dropped at the feet of Christ. 
 
No TV, no radio, no newspaper, but word of mouth brought many people to Jesus.  He had come home to 
Capernaum and many people gathered to hear his word.  As I read this passage in the book of Mark I can only 
think of how strong the faith of these people were -- to take the paralytic to the roof of the house, open a hole, 
and drop the man down to the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus says "my son, your sins are forgiven"—with 
"arise and take up your pallet and walk".  He did this in order that people might know that the Son of Man has 
authority over us to forgive sin and the power to lift people from their affliction.  Everyone there was amazed -
- wouldn't you be?  What would your reaction be?  Would this experience change your life forever? 
 
Let us not forget how HUGE Jesus was and continues to be. 
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In the June issue we 
would like to acknowl-
edge our graduates.  If 
you or someone in your 
family is graduating, 
please let us know the 
name of the person (or 
persons) and the school or 

college (with degree) to either Roberta Clark 
(rmsathome@msn.com) or call Polly at the church 
office (632-6168) or e-mail her at: 
(churchoffice@StMichaelsOfallon.org) so the 
names can be included. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Tadhg Holder 
 Philip Smith 
2 Kimberly Puckett 
3 Ann Wilt 
7 Nick Wartonick 
9 Sirvella Oakes 
10 Dennis Amos 
 Robert MacNeill 
 Nels Wilt 
12 Geoff Potter 
13 Greg Padula 
18 Dan Skibinski 
19 Brian Cruse 
24 Tracy Louis 
26 Kathryn Konieczny 
 
 
2 Sarah and Clifford Puckett 
5  Kady and Dan  Harris 
5 Kathy and Dan Hahn 
15 Sarah and Chris Kerico  

Advice to Graduates: 
 
“Do not pray for an easy life; pray to be a 
stronger person. Do not pray for tasks equal to 
your powers but for powers equal to your 
tasks. Then the doing of your work shall be no 
miracle, but you will be the miracle.  Every 
day you shall wonder at yourself and the rich-
ness of life which has come to you by the 
grace of God.”  
 
Adapted from  a speech by Phillips Brooks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are indebted to “Two Men and A Truck” 
from Collinsville, Illinois, who moved our 
newly acquired piano from Troy to the church 
free of charge.  If you have any moving to do, 
please keep them in mind. They can be con-
tacted at (618) 301-4100 (Collinsville).  
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian renewal in the 
lives of individuals and families. 
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love known, welcome people to faith, and go into the world to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of Worship, Ministry, 
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

Summer Vacation Bible School (VBS)  
at St. Michael’s  

July 28—August 1, 2008 
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  

 
Theme: “WaterWorks - Where Kids Ride the 

Wave of God’s Love!”  
 

We'll need lots of help, so please stay tuned for de-
tails in the coming weeks. If you have questions in 
the meantime, please call Laura Cruse 343-1161.  
Your support is greatly appreciated!  



 

Upcoming Conference: 
 

“THY KINGDOM COME” 
 
The Diocese in conjunction with Acts 29 Ministries 
will be holding a conference entitled "Thy Kingdom 
Come", on August 8-9, 2008 in Decatur, Illinois.  
 
This will be an exciting conference and will continue 
to reinforce the good foundation that has been estab-
lished through the “Yes These Bones Can Live” Pilot 
Program. There will be a youth program (middle and 
high school) along with the full adult conference.  
 
Currently the plans are as follows:  

 Location: Decatur Conference Center  

Date: August 8-9th (Friday night 7 - 10 PM; 
Saturday 9 - 4 PM)  

Cost: $99 per person (double occupancy)  

$67 per person (commuter rate)  

$137 per person (single occupancy)  

$50 Youth (we are working on a lock-in at St. 
John's in Decatur for Friday Night)  

The plan is to have a worship team; main plenary 
presentations; healing ministry; workshops; and clos-
ing Eucharist. A complete brochure is being devel-
oped and will be available by May 1st.  

 

This event will be promoted throughout the Midwest, 
however, the largest group will be from the Diocese.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex. 
We need an accurate count in attendance. The dead-
line to sign-up for this event is April 28th. 

 

We need the number of adults, the number who will 
commute, the number who will need a room and the 
number of youth who will attend. 

 

O n Saturday, May 
10th, the mail 
carriers serving 
the O’Fallon 

area will be collecting food 
items for the O’Fallon Food 
Pantry.  We hope that you 
will generously support this 
e f f o r t . 

During that afternoon, the 
Food Pantry will also need 
volunteers at its facility to 
help sort and box up all the 
items collected.   Please 
contact Nels Wilt if you 
can work for an hour or 
two that day from approxi-
mately 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 
P.M.  
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With the planting 
season upon us, are 
you aware of a pro-
gram called Plant a 
Row for the Hungry 
(PAR)?  This 
“peop le -he lp ing-
people” program was 
launched in 1995 as a 
means to assist in 
feeding the hungry in 
our communities. 

The O’Fallon Food Pantry will gladly accept dona-
tions of home grown vegetables to distribute to the 
needy in the local area. We hope that when you are 
planting your gardens this spring, you will consider 
planting an extra row or two to help out those who 
can make good use of this food. Please contact 
Winn Pardee (624-3507) or Nels Wilt (6324565) if 
you have any questions.   
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