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Celebrating Easter with Kite Flying  
 

 A few days ago, while relaxing in the back yard of our home, Judith 
and I saw a kite flying above the roofs of the houses in our sub-division. It was 
a truly remarkable scene since we could not recall seeing any kites flying in 
this area or surrounding towns since we have been living here. If we have, it 
has been so miniscule that we do not remember. I am sure that kite flying in 
the United States was as popular and common in previous years as it has been 
in our homeland of Barbados. Kite flying, at Easter, still continues to be com-
mon although it has died a bit over the years.  
 When we were growing up as children, hundreds, even thousands of 
people, would be flying kites leading up to and after Easter Sunday. There 
were even kite competitions. Children would eagerly look forward eagerly to 
their three weeks of Easter vacation so that they could fly their kites. Some 
parents bought kites for their children while others assisted their children in 
making kites. In some areas, particularly where many children live, they 

would be a kaleidoscope of color as kites of all different shapes and sizes took command of the heavenly skies. Kite 
flying was also a time for parents and children to fly kites together, fostering an important bonding experience with 
each other.   
 I remember my Dad taking us to the store to purchase different colors of kite paper, glue, twine or string, 
and the other items needed to make kites. He would also assist us in making them. Our Mom would provide us with 
the material needed for the tail. The climax of kite making was seeing the “bull” (the part that makes the sound) 
being put in. Although we flew kites throughout the Easter vacation, the day on which I enjoyed kite flying more 
was on Good Friday. After church service that ended at three o’ clock in the afternoon and a late lunch, the family 
went to a nearby soccer field to fly our kites. There would be other parents and children flying their kites as well. 
As the kites bobbed and weaved in the air, we would all be trying to prevent each other’s kites from being tangled 
in the sea of color.  
 Countries like China, India, and the South Pacific have claimed to be the originators of kite flying. The in-
vention of kites dates back to hundreds of years ago, even possibly a couple thousand. However, there is the story 
that in 1750, Benjamin Franklin proposed an experiment to prove that lightning is electricity. He had planned to do 
this by flying a kite during a storm that appeared capable of becoming a lightning storm. It is my belief that Frank-
lin did not carry out his experiment, and wisely so.  
But why fly kites at Easter? One reason is that during this time of spring, the wind is perfect; it is blowing beauti-
fully and sometimes even fierce. It is therefore important that kites are made well so as to withstand such winds. 
Another reason is that in Christian countries, kite flying has been associated with celebrating the risen Christ and 
His ascent into heaven. The symbolism is that as kites lift from the earth to the sky, in a similar manner, our Lord 
rose victoriously from the grave. As kites soar more and more into the sky, our Lord ascended from earth to 
heaven.      
 I have very fond childhood memories of kite flying which is often seen as a sport, an art, and a recreation. I 
remember the hoisting of kites, the sight of long kite tails dancing in the sky, loudly buzzing kites falling from the 
sky, and the reeling out of twine as one’s kite rose higher and appeared smaller in the distance. There is also the 
part that no one wants to happen which is the entanglement of kite tails and twines or the possibility of kites land-
ing in tall trees. But most of all, I remember the time spend together with my parents and brothers enjoying this past
-time. 
 
Peace and Love, 
 
Father Tony 

THE VICAR’S MESSAGE 
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CPC SUNDAY, MAY 3 
 
 

 
 The Church Periodical 
Club is an Episcopal institu-
tion; its ministry is to raise 
money to supply books, maga-
zines, tapes, videos, music and 
computer programs free to 
those who cannot otherwise 
obtain them.  
 There are two primary 
granting funds. The National 
Books Fund hold one granting 

session a year and responds to requests for books 
and related materials around the world.   We are cur-
rently assisting two of our diocesan seminarians with 
their book costs and St. Christopher’s in Rantoul 
was the recipient of a grant for enlarging their li-
brary this past year. The Miles of Pennies fund is 
exclusively used for the book needs of children; 
grants are made year round.  St. Michael’s was the 
recipient of a grant last year that covered the cost of 
the printed material needed for Vacation Bible 
School. 
 If you would like to make a contribution to 
these funds, please make your check payable to St. 
Michael’s with the notation CPC in the memo line. 
 For more information, please contact Roberta 
Clark (622-4980). 
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ECW ANNUAL MEETING   
 
The ECW Annual Meeting 
will be on Saturday, May 2,  
at St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church, Havana, IL. Regis-
tration begins at 9:30 a.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
10:00 a.m. All women of the 
Episcopal Church are mem-
bers of the ECW. It would 
be nice if a group of women 
could car pool to attend this 
meeting.  There is a sign-up 

sheet on the table in the Narthex if you plan to at-
tend. Please sign your name and telephone number 
and mark the appropriate box. It is approximately 
three hours of driving time so we’d have to leave 
from the church no later than 7:00 a.m. If you 
have an interest in reestablishing a women’s group 
at St. Michael’s, please sign your name and tele-
phone number and mark the appropriate  box.  For 
further information, please see Marcia Redd. 

NATIONAL  
DAY OF PRAYER 

 
The Fifteenth Annual 
Community Prayer Break-
fast will be held on Thurs-
day, May 7 from 6:30 a.m.

- 7:30 a.m. at O’Fallon First United Methodist 
Church.  
 
The guest speaker will be Luke Menard, who was 
a 2008 American Idol finalist.   Luke was diag-
nosed with cancer following his elimination from 
the show.  Don’t miss his inspiring message of 
faith and prayer.   
 
Tickets are available for the fully-catered break-
fast for a donation of $5.00 each and must be se-
cured in advance.  
 
You can purchase a ticket through the Church Of-
fice, see Jack Moelmann on Sundays or at First 
United Methodist Church, 504 E. Highway 50. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
Join us each Wednesday evening to organize and sort 
new clothing for the Belleville Christian Center lo-
cated at 104 S. 17th Street in Belleville. We meet at 
6:00 p.m. and spend time organizing new clothing for 
distribution to those in need. This outreach ministry 
provides the opportunity to serve others and fellow-
ship with one another. We distribute clothing on the 
fourth Friday of each month. This is also an opportu-
nity to show Christ's love to others through service. 
We reach out to about 100 individuals in need each 
time we distribute clothing. Also needed are clean 
brown paper sacks used to distribute the clothing. We 
hope that Men will assist Men and Women will assist 
the Women and children who come. For more infor-
mation, call Bill Armstrong at 628-7081.  
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In the June issue of The Guard-
ian, we would like to acknowl-
edge our graduates.  If you or 
someone in your family is 
graduating, please let us know 
the name of the person (or per-
sons) and the school or college 
(with degree) and send it to ei-
t h e r  R o b e r t a  C l a r k 
(rmsathome@msn.com) or call 

Polly at the church office (632-6168) or e-mail her at: 
churchoffice@StMichaelsOfallon.org so the names 
can be included. 

 

O n Saturday, 
May 16th, 
the mail 
c a r r i e r s 

serving the O’Fallon 
area will be collecting 
food items for the 
O’Fallon Food Pantry.  

We hope that you will generously support 
this effort. During that afternoon, the Food 
Pantry will also need volunteers at its facil-
ity to help sort and box up all the items col-
lected.   Please contact Nels Wilt if you can 
work for an hour or two that day from ap-
proximately 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.  

 
�������
������"�	#���	� �

 
With the plant-
ing season upon 
us, are you 
aware of a pro-
gram called 
Plant a Row for 
the Hungry 
(PAR)?  This 
“people-helping
-people” pro-
g r a m  w a s 
launched in 

1995 as a means to assist in feeding the 
hungry in our communities. The O’Fallon 
Food Pantry will gladly accept donations of 
home grown vegetables to distribute to the 
needy in the local area. We hope that when 
you are planting your gardens this spring, 
you will consider planting an extra row or 
two to help out those who can make good 
use of this food. Please contact Winn Par-
dee (624-3507) or Nels Wilt (632-4565) if 
you have any questions.   

 

�� any thanks for your 
continued support of the food 
pantry.  For the month of May 
we would like to focus on 
breakfast cereals.   Of course 
if you find a great deal or have 
coupons for other items, you 

are most certainly welcome to bring in those 
items as well. 

If you would like more information, please 
contact Nels Wilt at 632-4565. 

  ST. MICHAEL’S APRONS  
ON SALE  
 
St. Michael’s is selling aprons 
for $15.00.  
The money raised from this 
project will go to finish the 
Kitchen and Outreach projects.  
There is a sign-up sheet on the 
table to the narthex or contact 
Nancy Machmer at 664-1631 
as to how you may purchase 

one of our beautiful aprons. 
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ST.  MICHAEL’S HISTORY 

It was recognized that our church needed to have a centralized location to list 
and be able to find important information concerning the development of St. 
Michael's since its inception in 1987. Roberta Clark and Jack Moelmann de-
cided to assemble such a document. The end result is a set of two books each 
containing two volumes of information.  

The first book contains the history of people and events over the years such 
as the priests who served the church, Bishop's Committee Members, leaders 
of various organizations, and things of that nature. The events section lists 
events which have occurred in and on the church grounds and building since 
2000.  

The second book contains listings of Memorials and Gifts given to St. Mi-
chael's over the years. One set of books is located on the table in the Narthex, 
another in the Vicar's Office, and another in the Parish Office. These are considered living documents which 
will be updated as leadership positions change, events occur, and memorials and gifts are given to the church. 
We hope you will read through these.  

If you have any comments, additions, or corrections about the books, please contact Jack or Roberta. This 
project required a lot of research through bulletins, newsletters, and other filed material. We hope that the in-
formation is accurate, but any help in this area would be appreciated. In the event you would like a copy, 
which will only be provided by e-mail, please contact Jack Moelmann with your request information at 632-
8455 or e-mail him at JackMoelmn@aol.com.  

M ark your calendars and save the date for this year's Vacation 
Bible School (VBS) which has been set for July 27- July 31.  

The program is called Wildwood Forest - Discover the Untamed Na-
ture of God. Like last year, this is also a Cook Ministries program, so 
the structure will be much the same with five activities (including 
bible stories, music, crafts, games, science lab), skits and a full din-
ner. 

We'll be looking to create the feel of a forest for July, so if anyone 
would like to offer their ideas on set decorating please let Laura 
Cruse know. The last week of July may seem like a ways off, but 
with all the prep (which will be a ton of fun) it will be here before we 
know it. 

Additional details are on the way but we wanted to let you know 
about the date and get you thinking on what wonderful possibilities 
there are for our VBS. If you have any questions/suggestions, please 
email Laura Cruse at cruseclb@yahoo.com or call her at 343-1161. 
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MAY 16, 2009 
Each branch of the military had their own day of celebration.  But, on August 31, 
1949, then Secretary of Defense, Louis Johnson, announced the creation of Armed 
Forces Day.  President Harry Truman also announced the holiday in a presidential 
proclamation on February 20, 1950.  All branches of the military were asked to 
celebrate on this day and they complied on the first Armed Forced Day which was 
held on May 20, 1950. 
“...Our Servicemen and women are serving throughout the world as guardians of 

peace — many of them away from their homes, their friends and their families.  They are visible evidence of 
our determination to meet any threat to the peace with measured strength and high resolve.  They are also evi-
dence of a harsh but inescapable truth — that the survival of freedom requires great cost and commitment, and 
great personal sacrifice” (President John F. Kennedy, 1963). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Tadhg Holder 
 Philip Smith 
2 Kimberly Puckett 
3 Ann Wilt 
7 Nick Wartonick 
9 Sirvella Oakes 
10 Dennis Amos 
 Bob MacNeill 
 Nels Wilt 
12 Geoff Potter 
13  Greg Padula 
15 Georgia Maas 
18 Dan Skibinski 
19 Brian Cruse 
26  Kathryn Konieczny 
 Soren Vanas 
31  Juliana Kerico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Sarah and Clifford Puckett 
5  Kady and Dan  Harris 
 Kathy and Dan Hahn 
15  Mary and Randy AuBuchon 
 Sarah and Chris Kerico 
24 Georgia and Brad Maas 
31 Kacie and James Moore  

*����#� ��������	
���

It’s not too early to think about Church 
Camp 2009! Church Camp will be from 
Sunday, June 28 to Saturday, July 4, at 
East Bay Camp, Hudson, IL, on Lake 
Bloomington. The theme of the camp 
this year is “Can You Hear Him Now?” 
The camp, which is divided into three 
age groups, is for campers who have 
completed Grades 1- 11. 

 

Camp fees are: $225.00 for the first camper of a family 

$205.00 for the second camper of a family 

$185 for additional members of a family 

A $50.00 registration deposit for each camper is due with 
your registration. Any remaining balance is due (postmarked) 
by June 1. In order to receive the Early Bird discount, fees 
must be paid in full and postmarked by May 1. No applica-
tions will be accepted after June 1 - NO EXCEPTIONS!  

Camp applications and health forms are to be sent to the camp 
registrar: Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois, c/o Rebecca 
Gamage, 5911 N. Graceland Drive, Peoria, IL 61614.  Her phone 
number is (309)-648-2421 or by email: rebecca-
gamage@yahoo.com or may be received from the Church Office. 
For more camp information, please contact Denny Brown (Camp 
Coordinator), at (309) 697-5361 or email at dcnden-
nis1@aol.com.  
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Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian renewal in the 
lives of individuals and families. 
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love known, welcome people to faith, and go into the world to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ. We are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of Worship, Ministry, 
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. 

THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
 

Sunday, May 31, 2009  
9:30 a.m. at St. Michael’s 

 
 On May 31 this year, Christians around the world will celebrate the Day of 
Pentecost.  The third most important feast day in the Christian calendar after Easter 
and Christmas, Pentecost is often celebrated as the birthday of the Church. It occurs 
on the fiftieth day of Easter, hence its name which means “fiftieth day.” The day 
commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus before His ascen-
sion, on the Apostles. Its emphasis is on an empowerment, through the Holy Spirit, 
of God’s people to witness to Jesus Christ. 
 Originally, it was an Old Testament agricultural festival called the Feast of 
Weeks. It was a time of celebration and thanksgiving for the “first fruits” of the early 
spring harvest (Exodus 23, 24; Leviticus 23).   

 On the Day of Pentecost, the color displayed in liturgical churches is red, which symbolizes the “tongues, 
as of fire” (Acts 2:3, NRSV) that came upon the people  at Pentecost. The day is also called “Whitsunday” or “the 
Feast of Whitsun” in some countries, particularly in the United Kingdom. It was so called because of the white 
garments that were worn by those who were baptized during the Pentecost vigil.  
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In the Sanctuary on Palm Sunday  
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  “The Garden of Gethsemane”  

Part of the “The Garden” 
From l-r: Marie Berens, Pam Hulsey, Jean Anderson,              

Fr. Tony, Vi Ohlemeier and Jacque Hart 

Easter Day Coffee Hour Children preparing for Easter Egg Hunt 


