
         

��� ����������

�
����	
��

	
�
����
�

��
�

	
��
�����

�
��
�������
��

���

· ���
����	���
�������������
· ��������
����������������
· �� ! �"�

�!������������#�
· �����$���
!�������������%�
· 
&��!�����������������������'�
· (
�)�*�������������������+�
· ,������
�������������������-�

�
��������������
������

��
��������������
��
+������ �!
.�/ �)�����
�������� ..��!� ��0 ��*  ���
�!���
-�����	 !������1
��
�����2������ ��1
��
�#�����!��2���&���
��� 0��
���������!��	���
�.���1����
!� ��
�%� �2�3���* �����1
��
�����/������� ���
�����1
�� 0����!�� �!�
����������!������
��
��� 	�3 ��
.�1
��
��� ��������!
!� �� 0�!���(�	�

�������
��������������������� 
�!��
������"������

#���$��%�&�
�'���(�����"��������)�

����������	
���������	����������	
���������	����������	
���������	����������	
���������		 			

																																																																																																																																��� � 				
������
������
������
������	 			
	
 After Jesus’ resurrection, His earthly ministry and journey on 
this earth did not come abruptly to an end.  He appeared to His disci-
ples and to others on a number of occasions leading up to His Ascen-
sion,  
  
The Ascension marks the  final appearance 
and meeting on earth between Jesus  and His 
disciples after His resurrection. The fortieth 
day after Easter Day, the Ascension always 
occurs on a Thursday. The  term 
“Ascension” comes from the biblical ac-
counts in Mark’s and Luke’s Gospels that tell 
of Jesus being taken up into heaven—”He ascended!” This year the 
Feast of the Ascension will be celebrated on May 13. The color on this 
day is “White.” 

   
The Day of the Pentecost occurs ten days after 
Ascension Day. The day commemorates the 
coming of the Holy Spirit in the form of tongues, 
as of fire on the Apostles as promised by Jesus 
before His ascension (Acts 2:3). Its emphasis is 
on an empowerment, through the Holy Spirit, of 
God’s people to witness to Jesus Christ. The 
event is recognized  as the birth of the Church.  
 The third major festival in the Christian 
Church after Easter and Christmas, the name 
“Pentecost” comes from a Greek word which 
means ‘fiftieth,’ is celebrated on the Sunday 

which falls on the  fiftieth day after  Easter  Sunday. Originally, Pente-
cost was an Old Testament agricultural festival called the Feast of 
Weeks. It was a time of celebration and thanksgiving for the “first 
fruits” of the early spring harvest (Exodus 23, 24; Leviticus 23).   
  

 (Continued on page 3) 
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The Holy Spirit: The Church’s Power Source, the Church’s Charger 
by Father Anthony B. Holder 

 
 There is a story that goes like this: A young man left his childhood home to 
live on his own. When he bought his apartment, the first thing he decided to do was to 
purchase a refrigerator. On arrival, he filled it with his favorite food and drinks. The 
next morning when he opened the refrigerator and reached for a drink he realized that 
it was the same temperature as when he had placed it there the night before. As he 
looked further he saw that his favorite food was spoilt and the drinks were not cold. 
Annoyed, he called the store to complain. A customer service representative at the 
store asked him politely, “Would you please open the door and see whether the light 
comes on?” On doing what the representative asked, he angrily replied, “No, the light 
does not come on.” “Put your ear up close to the refrigerator and tell me if you can 
hear the hum of the motor,” the customer service rep again asked courteously? “No” 
he again replied angrily. “Go to the back and look for the cord and see if it’s plugged 
into the power source in the wall?” When he checked, he realized he had not plugged 
in the power cord and after a long pause he came back to the phone and said 
“Considering the amount I paid for the refrigerator it should have worked anyway.” 
 I have shared this story with you to illustrate the relationship between the 
Church and the Holy Spirit. The Church, locally, nationally and universally, without 
the Holy Spirit can be compared to a refrigerator without its power cord plugged into 
the electrical outlet; it is like a mp3 player without a battery or a charger; it is like pre-
paring for a road trip only to realize that you are ready to go but there is no gas in the 
car. It is the electricity, the charger, the gas, that gives life to the refrigerator, the mp3 
player and the car respectively. In a similar way, it is the Holy Spirit that gives life to 
the Church and as a result a church without Him is not alive; it is not energized. It was 
unrealistic in the New Testament to think of the Church without the Holy Spirit when 
the latter came.   
 English Anglican priest, evangelist and author, The Rev. David C. K. Watson, 
once said,  
 “The church was born of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost as described in 
 Acts 2. Before that date the disciples had certainly known spiritual fellowship 
 with Christ and with one another; they had experienced the illumination and 
 power of the Spirit on a number of occasions, they had been specifically 
 taught about the Spirit, and had been promised God’s gracious gift of the 
 Spirit for themselves. Yet, although the Spirit had clearly been with them be
 fore Pentecost, he was not abiding in them. His action had been as in Old  
 Testament days coming upon certain people at certain times for certain  
 occasions. It was only at Pentecost that the prophecy of Joel was fulfilled, 
 when God poured out his spirit ‘upon all flesh,’… From that moment on the 
 church learnt to live and move and pray in the Spirit.”  
No matter the cost or beauty of the appliances or electronic items we purchased, they 
will not work or serve us any meaningful purpose unless they are connected to an 
electrical source. The same is true about the Church as well as our spiritual lives. It is 
the Holy Spirit who empowers and enlightens the Church and our spiritual lives and 
without Him our lives become insignificant, empty, lifeless, and having no real pur-
pose. Jesus Christ knew that the apostles and His followers needed His Holy Spirit to 
continue His work and ministry and so He promised that God will send the Holy 
Spirit as a gift to them. Thus, to take the Holy Spirit away from the Church would 
result in the latter functioning as an institution or a building, but not a church inspired 
by the living God.  
 

(Continued on page  7) 
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O n Saturday, May 8th, the mail carriers serving the 
O’Fallon area will be collecting food items for the 
O’Fallon Food Pantry.  We hope that you will gen-
erously support this effort. During that afternoon, 

the Food Pantry will also need volunteers (and vehicles) to 
help pick up, sort and box up all the items collected.    
 Please contact Nels Wilt if you can work for an hour or 

two that day from approximately 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.  

CPC SUNDAY IS MAY 3 
 
 The Church Periodical Club is an Episcopal institu-
tion; its ministry is to raise money to supply books, maga-
zines, tapes, videos, music and computer programs free to 
those who cannot otherwise obtain them.  
 There are two primary granting funds. The National 
Books Fund hold one granting session a year and responds 
to requests for books and related materials around the world.   
St. Christopher’s, Rantoul was a recent recipient of a grant 
for enlarging their library. The Miles of Pennies fund is ex-

clusively used for the book needs of children; grants are made year round.  St. Mi-
chael’s has been the recipient of grants that covered our cost of the printed mate-
rial needed for Vacation Bible School. 
 If you would like to make a contribution to these funds, please make your 
check payable to St. Michael’s with the notation CPC in the memo line. 
 For more information, please contact Roberta Clark (622-4980). 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, which will be celebrated on May 23 this year, the color 
displayed in liturgical churches is red, which symbolizes the “tongues, as of fire” 
that came upon the people at Pentecost.  
  
Pentecost is also known as “Whitsunday,” “the Feast of Whitsun” or “White Sun-
day” in some countries, particularly in the United Kingdom. The name is derived 
from the wearing of  the white garments by those who were baptized during the 
Pentecost vigil.  

  
Trinity Sunday always occur on the Sunday  immediately fol-
lowing the Day of Pentecost. It is the day that the Church 
celebrates  the doctrine of the Trinity—one God in three per-
sons, revealed to creation as Father (Creator), Son 
(Redeemer), and Holy Spirit (Sustainer). On Trinity Sunday, 
the Church celebrates a doctrinal circumstance instead of a 
historical event. The color of the day is “White.” 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION ON 
SUNDAY, MAY 16 

 
Father Pierce of Food for the Poor will 
be visiting St. Michael’s on Sunday, 
May 16, and will be the preacher at the 
Eucharist. He will also lead an Adult 
Forum on the works and ministry of 
Food for the Poor.  

Please give generously to the work of 
Food for the Poor. 

“The Garden of Gethsemane” Members who assisted in setting up the Garden. 

Easter  morning Festive Holy Eucharist. The Altar and Sanctuary at Easter. 

The Youth of the Church 
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MAY 15, 2010 
 On August 31, 1949, Secretary of 
Defense, Louis Johnson, announced the 
creation of Armed Forces Day.  President 
Harry Truman also announced the holiday 
in a presidential proclamation on February 
20, 1950.  All branches of the military 

were asked to celebrate on this day and they complied on the 
first Armed Forces Day which was held on May 20, 1950. 
 “...Our Servicemen and women are serving through-
out the world as guardians of peace — many of them away 
from their homes, their friends and their families.  They are 
visible evidence of our determination to meet any threat to 
the peace with measured strength and high resolve.  They are 
also evidence of a harsh but inescapable truth — that the sur-
vival of freedom requires great cost and commitment, and 
great personal sacrifice” (President John F. Kennedy, 1963). 

MAY 30, 2010 
 Three years after the end of the 
Civil War, on May 5, 1868, the head of an 
organization of Union veterans — The 
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — 
established Decoration Day as a time for 
the nation to decorate the graves of the 
war dead with flowers.  Maj. Gen. John 

A. Logan issued a general order (No. 11) declared that Decora-
tion Day should be observed on May 30.  It is believed that 
date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom all over 
the country.  The first large observance was held that year in 
Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River from 
Washington D.C. 
 It was not until after World War 1, however, that the 
day was expanded to honor those who have died in all Ameri-
can wars.  In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holi-
day by an act of Congress, though it is still often called Deco-
ration Day.  It was later placed on the last Monday in May, as 
were some other federal holidays. 
[Adapted from: Memorial Day history page, Department of Veteran Affairs]. 

Congratulations to Sabrina 
Clindaniel, Lucas Etheridge 
and Tadhg Holder for being 
winners in the Young  
Author’s Competition in their 
respective grades and schools.   
 
Sabrina, an eighth grader at  
Triad Middle School in Troy, 

IL, wrote a book called “Star of Light,” a story 
about a horse.  
 
Lucas, who attends Evans Elementary School 
in O’Fallon, IL, won in the fourth grade with 
his book, “How to Make People Laugh.” 
 
Tadhg, a first grader at Hennings Elementary 
School in Troy, IL, won with his  pirate story 
book, “The Tale of Captain Pickle Dog.” 
 

Well done, Young Authors’ Winners - 
Sabrina, Lucas, and Tadhg! 
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1.   What are the first five books of the Bible 
      called? 
2.   What are the first recorded words of God? 
3. What answer did Cain give when asked 
       about his brother? 
4. What caused people to speak different  
       languages? 
5.    What was the promise God made to Abram? 
6.    What did Abraham and Sarah do when God 
       promised them a son? 
7.    Who is famous for wrestling with an angel? 
8.    Why did Joseph’s brothers sell him to the  
       Egyptians? 
9.  Where do we find the account of Jacob  
       blessing this children?  
10.  What does the word “Genesis” mean? 
 

(Answers on page 7) 
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...To Nancy and Bill 
Dusenbery on the passing 

of Nancy’s cousin, Larry Morderosian and  
… to  Michael Helker on the death of his great grandfa-
ther, Robert Helker. We pray for God’s comfort on these 
families as they mourn their loved ones.  

May the souls of Larry and Michael  
and all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 
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��t’s not too early to think about 
Church Camp 2010! Church 
Camp will be from Sunday, June 

27 to Saturday, July 3, at East Bay 
Camp, Hudson, IL, on Lake  
Bloomington. The theme of the camp 

this year is “Can You Hear Him Now?” The camp, which is 
divided into three age groups, is for campers who have  
completed Grades 1- 11. 
  
Camp fees are:  $225.00 for the first camper of a family 
                          $205.00 for the second camper of a family  
                          $185 for additional members of a family 
Application forms may be downloaded from the Diocesan web 
site at: www.episcopalspringfield.org.  
 
A $50.00 registration deposit for each camper is due with your 
registration. Any remaining balance is due (postmarked) by 
June 15.  An Early Bird discount of $10 per camper  may be 
taken if the fees are paid in full and postmarked by May 1.   No 
applications will be accepted after June 1!  
       
Camp applications and health forms are to be sent to the camp 
registrar by e-mail at rebeccagamage@yahoo.com or mailed to 
her at: Episcopal Church Camp of Illinois, c/o Rebecca 
Gamage, 5911 N. Graceland Drive, Peoria, IL 61614.  Her 
phone number is (309)-648-2421.  For more camp information, 
please contact The Rev. Denny Brown (Camp Coordinator) at: 
(309) 697-5361 or email at: dcndennis1@glastel.net 

In the June issue of The 
Guardian we would like to 
acknowledge our graduates.  
If you or someone in your 
family is graduating or gradu-
ated in the Winter term, 
please let us know the name 
of the person (or persons) and 

the school or college (with degree) and send the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  R o b e r t a  C l a r k 
(rmsathome@msn.com), or call Polly at the 
church office (632-6168) or e-mail her at: 
churchoffice@StMichaelsOfallon.org so that the 
names can be included.   

WHERE:  Meet at the O’Fallon 
YMCA, 284 N. Seven Hills 
Road 
 
TIME:  Registration begins at 
7:00 a.m.  5K Run starts at 8:00 
a.m.  5K Walk starts immedi-
ately after the runners have 
gone. 
 
COST:  $20 early registration; 
$25 on race day; $25 Virtual 5K 

registration (see www.johnwiltfoundation.org for details)  
 
The Foundation raises funds to support the USO, Fisher 
House and a $1500 annual renewable scholarship for an 
OTHS graduating student. 

 

VACATION  
BIBLE  

SCHOOL 
July 26-30 

 

Mark your calendars and save the date for this 
year's Vacation Bible School (VBS) which has 
been set for July 26-30. The theme of this year’s 
program is called Cosmic City. As with the last 
two years, this is also a Cook Ministries program, 
so the structure will be much the same with eight 
activities (including Bible stories, music, crafts, 
games, science lab, skits and a full dinner). 

We'll be looking to create the feel of a future city, 
so if anyone would like to offer their ideas on set 
decorating please let Mark Waight know. The last 
week of July may seem a long way off, but with 
all the prep work (which will be a ton of fun) to 
be done, it will be here before we know it. 

We are asking the congregation to please volun-
teer as we have need for puppeteers (3), tour stop 
leaders (5), tour hosts and guides (5-10), support 
staff (6), promoters (2) and any number of people 
to help build the sets. If you have any questions/
suggestions, please contact Mark Waight at 206-
8174 or e-mail at belize4u@hotmail.com. 
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With the planting  
season upon us, are you 
aware of a program 
called Plant a Row for 
the Hungry (PAR)?   
This “people-helping-
people” program was 
launched in 1995 as a 

means to assist in feeding the hungry in our 
communities. The O’Fallon Food Pantry will 
gladly accept donations of home grown  
vegetables to distribute to the needy in the local 
area. We hope that when you are planting your 
gardens this spring, you will consider planting 
an extra row or two to help out those who can 
make good use of this food. Please contact 
Winn Pardee (624-3507) or Nels Wilt  
(632-4565) if you have any questions.   
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1.  The Pentateuch or the Torah 
2.  “Let there be light” (Gen. 1:3) 
3.  “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?”  
 (Gen. 4:9) 
4.  The confusion brought about by the  
 experience at the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:9) 
5.  He was to be the father of a great nation  
 (Gen. 12:2) 
6.  They both laughed (Gen. 17:17; 18:12) 
7.  Jacob (Gen. 32:24) 
8.  Because of jealousy. They called him a 
 dreamer (Gen. 37:4, 19) 
9.  Gen. 49 
10.  “Birth” and “Beginning” 

(Continues from page 2) 
“The Holy Spirit …”       

 
           The Holy Spirit is not an addition or option for the 
Church, for the latter is totally dependent on the former. 
Therefore the Spirit needs to be constantly renewing and 
sustaining the Church. The Spirit is not to be a rubber 
stamp either with our implementing what we want to do 
and asking Him to approve it. Yet, it appears as if this is 
so often the case. The Rev. Dr. Carl E. Bates, a former 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention, once stated 
it this way: “If God were to take the Holy Spirit out of 
our midst today, about 95 percent of what we are doing in 
our churches would go on, and we would not know the 
difference.”  
           It is important to know that the Church needs the 
power and ministry of the Holy Spirit in order for it to 
exist and perform to its fullest capacity. The Church may 
grow numerically but without the vitality of the Spirit it 
would not experience spiritual and salvific growth. In 
order for the Church to worship, to minister, to pray, to 
guide, to love, to be compassionate, to witness, to grow – 
the Church needs the work of the Holy Spirit to enable 
these things to happen. The work of the Holy Spirit is 
vital to the renewal, the revival, of the Church, on the 
local, national and universal levels. Without His presence 
at work in the life and ministry of the Church, the 
Church’s efforts are futile.  
           The Holy Spirit is, thus, the Church’s power 
source; He is the Church’s charger. He is the One who 
enables the Church to live and function as an organism 
rather than an organization.  He is the One who reveals 
Christ’s life and words to the Church, a life influenced by 
love. He is the One who ensures that our knowledge 
about God is transformed into a relational experience 
with God. The Holy Spirit is the One who teaches and 
leads us to the truth because He is truth. He is the One 
who gives us His vision and energizes the Church. He is 
the One who empowers us to live a life that is filled with 
love, care and compassion. He is the One who changes us 
to become what God wants us to be – a people growing 
into the likeness of Christ.  
          Therefore, let us not follow the example of the 
young man earlier in the story who forgot to plug the re-
frigerator’s power cord into the electrical outlet but still 
felt it should work because of its cost. Instead, let us pray 
that the Church, recognizing her need of the Holy Spirit 
and the inability to function without Him will allow 
God’s Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into accomplish-
ing God’s divine purposes in the world so that His King-
dom on earth will move closer to reaching its fulfillment. 
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1 Tadhg Holder 
3 Chris Proctor 
 Ann Wilt 
7 Nick Wartonick 
9 Sirvella Oakes 
10 Dennis Amos 
 Bob MacNeill 
 Nels Wilt 
  Greg Padula 
15 Georgia Maas 
22 Kathryn Konieczny 
26 Soren Vanas 
  Juliana Kerico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15  Randy and Mary AuBuchon 
 Chris and Sarah Kerico 
21 Fred and Bev Baltz 
24 Brad and Georgia Maas 
31 James and Kacie Moore 

 And just when you 
thought you could sit back 
on your laurels and relax 
— not  happening!! 
 On Saturday, Oc-
tober 30, 2010, St. Mi-
chael’s will be having its 
second annual Craft Bou-
tique and 2nd-Hand 
Treasures Faire.  As was 

the case last year, this will not be the usual garage sale nor in 
any way compete with any other organization’s fund raising 
activities.  We will again be different. The entire St. Michael’s 
facility (except the Sanctuary) will be used.  Each room or area 
will handle specific items.   
              This has the mark of a major annual fundraiser.  If eve-
ryone (adults and children) participates again, it will become an 
annual event that will benefit St. Michael’s appreciably.  Last 
year, our first year, far exceeded our expectations — we made 
over $5,000. We hope to do even better this year. 

�� any thanks for your continued support of 
the food pantry.  For the month of May we would 
like to focus on canned fruits, meats, spaghetti 
p r o d u c t s  ( r a v io l i ,  s p a g h e t t i  a n d  
meatballs), chili beans and other products that are 
a source of protein.   Of course if you find a great 

deal or have coupons for other items, you are most certainly 
welcome to bring in those items as well. 

If you would like more information, please contact  
Mary AuBuchon at 589-1728. 
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

��� �� ���ecause I will be out of town 
most of the month of June, there 
will be no July issue of The 
Guardian. The June issue will 

be a June/July combination.  Any articles 
you would like published regarding upcom-
ing events in June or July need to be sub-
mitted no later than May 17. Thank you 

Roberta Clark 

We are finalizing plans for our  annual winery tour on May 
22.  We will be leaving St. Michael’s at 
9:00 a.m. for a full day of food and wine 
in southern Missouri and Illinois.  Look 
for our flier in the Narthex for full  de-
tails of our itinerary and information 
about the wineries we plan to be visit-
ing.  Feel free to bring your friends.  
  For more details contact Bill 
Dusenbery at (618) 398-1456 or e-mail 
at: n9oqk@charter.net. 
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Loving God, as a mother gives life and  
nourishment to her children, so you watch  

over your Church. 
We remember and thank you for those who are true 

mothers within our respective and Christian families, 
for their loving care and ceaseless love for us. 

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that their sons and daughters, may honor them 

always with a spirit of profound love and respect. 
Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


