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4 Day-
light 
Savings 
Time 
Ends 

 
  4     All Saint’s Sunday 
 
11  Veteran’s Day 
 
16-18  Happening #48 
 
17  Trivia Night 
 
18  Delivery of Thanksgiving 

 Food Baskets 
 
20  Thanksgiving Service  
 7:00 p.m. 
 
22  Thanksgiving Day 
 
25  Christ The King Sunday 
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SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 18 

 
DELIVERY OF 

FOOD BASKETS 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Day is approaching and St. Michael’s will be sup-
plying all the fixings for a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner to 
those in need — turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, vegetables, rolls, 
butter, fruit and pies.   
 
This is a reminder that we ask the congregation to help us in fill-
ing the menu. Please use the sign-up sheets in the Narthex to 
contribute the food we  require for the baskets. Or, if you prefer, 
a donation will be accepted to purchase the turkeys or any food-
stuffs that may not have been contributed. 
 
The boxes will be assembled and delivered after church on the 
18th. Feel free to lend a hand (and/or vehicle). 
 
If you have any questions or would like further information, 
please contact Nels Wilt at 632-4565. 

    NOVEMBER 11 
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My Dear Friends: 
 
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  
Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his peo-
ple, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to 
him, bless his name.  
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for ever, and his faithfulness to 
all generations” (Psalm 100). 

 
The 100th Psalm, which was written for the people of Israel, was a hymn that was sung while entering the temple, 
probably for a thanksgiving ceremony. Having been in a covenant relationship with each other, God had essentially 
said to the Israelites, “When you enter the Promised Land, which I have given you, and you settle in your homes, 
and have plenty to eat, do not forget me; do not forget the creator and giver. It was God who led them out of bond-
age in Egypt, through the wilderness and brought them to “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3: 8). 
 
However, it would appear that the people of Israel needed a reminder concerning how they had gotten there and I’m 
afraid that we need reminders time to time as well. It is interesting that although this psalm of thanksgiving was 
written for the Israelites, yet one would realize that it is also addressed to us. The first verse is addressed to “all the 
earth.” Everyone is expected to worship, give thanks and praise, and to realize whose we are. Furthermore, if we 
felt that the psalm was only addressed to the people of that time, the last verse tells us differently, for it includes 
“all generations” to come. In other words, my friends, thanksgiving is so important that it applies to every person of 
every generation who has and will ever live. Even in our dictionaries, the words, “thanks” and “thanksgiving” are 
associated with God. The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines “thanksgiving” as “expression of gratitude especially 
to God.” 
 
The biggest “killer” of Thanksgiving, is the day after when the intensity of Christmas shopping begins and we stop 
thinking about what we have and start thinking about what we want. Many of us like to look at all the “neat stuff” 
we want instead of spending more time looking at the “neat stuff” we already have and thanking God for it. We 
tend to focus on what we want rather than rejoice in what we have. There’s a great paradox here: ‘We’re satisfied 
but yet we’re never satisfied.’ 
 
This is why Thanksgiving Day is so important each year. We need this reminder because it is meant to make us add 
up all that we have and to recognize where all that we enjoy actually come from. We need to be constantly re-
minded of what we have instead of wishing for what we want. 
 
May we work harder at remembering to thank God for all of His blessings, not just once a year, but often, for the 
Lord is the basis for our giving thanks. 
 
A Blessed Thanksgiving to all! 
 
Your Friend and Pastor 
 
Father Tony 

Say What?  
“Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work and driving through traffic in a car that you are 
still paying for, in order to get to the job you need to pay for the clothes and the car and the house you leave 
vacant all day so you can afford to live in it.”  

Written by Ellen Goodman in The Boston Globe—Taken from Reader’s Digest November 2007 



 

 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

 
VISION AND MISSION 

STATEMENTS 
 
 

Vision Statement 
 
To be a visible faith community that advances 
God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian 
renewal in the lives of individuals and families. 
 

Mission Statement 
 
We exist to love and worship God, make His 
love known, welcome people to faith, and go 
into the world to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
We are committed, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to being a church where: 
 

· In Worship, we experience the pres-
ence and love of God through Word, 
Sacrament, Music and Christian Fel-
lowship; 

 
· God’s people can be inspired, 

equipped, and encouraged so as to dis-
cover the gifts God has given them as 
they engage in the work and Ministry  
of the Church; 

 
• Through Evangelism, God’s Word I     
 shared with His people; 

 
· All of God’s people, when integrated 

through Fellowship, can find love, 
hope, guidance, encouragement and 
forgiveness; 

 
· Through Discipleship, God’s people 

are educated by way of biblically ori-
ented programs and teaching so that 
their lives are matured spiritually and 
Christ’s call to be His fully committed 
followers is strengthened. 
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Christ the King is the last Sunday in the Season after 
Pentecost and of the church year. This day completes the 
Christian journey through the life of Jesus Christ on 
earth and in heaven which began with the preparation for 
the birth of Jesus in Advent. 
 
Kings are absolute rulers: they attain power by raising 
and leading armies into war against other countries. Je-
sus' war was not against people or against a country, but 
against sin, death, and the power of the Devil. By his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus won the war 
against evil. 
 
Christians are asked to accept that Jesus fought and won 
the war for their sakes and to recognize him as King of 
Kings. 
 
On Christ the King Sunday, Christians recognize and 
worship Christ as king of heaven and earth for all time 
without challenge and without end. 
 

Adapted from Sunday School Lessons.com 

 
HAPPENING #48: 

 
Happening #48 will be held Novem-
ber 16-18 at St. John’s Church, Deca-
tur.  Happening is open to high 
school students and can only be at-
tended once.  Adults interested in 
youth ministry may also attend.  

Non-Episcopalians have been accepted at prior weekends 
with the knowledge and consent of their own priest or 
pastor.  Happeners learn the meaning of the sacramental 
life of faith and what Christian love is all about.  The 
deadline for registration is November 12.  For applica-
tions received prior to November 4 the fee is $35; after 
November 4, the fee is $50.  Applications are available 
in the Church Office. 
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Planning for our annual Trivia Night is again underway. In order to make this the most successful night yet 
we are asking for help from our members and friends to make the silent auction a major part of the event.   
 
The evaluations our participants have filled out indicate that we need to do less with the baskets and food 
items, and more with other items.   
 
Major items we have include a timeshare vacation package and a picnic gazebo on our list of donations.   
 
Can you help us locate items such as gift certificates for food or services, sports or event tickets, or items 
from local stores.   
 
If you can help please contact Bill and Nancy Dusenbery, or Kelly Etheridge. 
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CAN YOU SERVE?: 
 
We need your help.  St 
Michael’s has a number 
of standing committees 
that need members to 
serve on them. They in-
clude: Property, Commu-
nications, Evangelism, 
Finance, Education, Pas-
toral Care, Stewardship, 

Fellowship, Youth, and Worship. I ask you to 
think of the talents you have been blessed with 
and to give prayerful consideration to volunteer-
ing to serve on at least one of these. If you have 
any questions about the responsibilities of any of 
these committees, please feel free to contact Fa-
ther Tony at 632-6168 or by email: 
frtony@stmichaelsofallon.org.  I look forward to 
hearing from you concerning where you wish to 
serve. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOMINEES REQUESTED 
 
If you are at least 18 years of age, a baptized member 
of The Episcopal Church, have partaken of Holy 
Communion three times in the past — And if you can 
attend one meeting a month for three years and be a 
liaison to one of our committees and organizations — 
And feel called to serve in a leadership position in 
our church — 
 
Then you are eligible to put your name forward for 
the Bishop’s Committee of St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church.   
 
For additional information regarding serving on the 
Bishop’s Committee, please speak to Tom Hulsey. 
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October Root Beer Fest  
by Bill Dusenbery 

 
Although there were 
many quest ions 
about what an Octo-
ber Root Beer Fest 
might be, the mem-
bers of St. Michael’s 
and their friends en-
joyed a festive eve-
ning of fun and food 
at the first annual 

Root Beer Fest. There were numerous root 
beers from micro breweries across the coun-
try. There was even a keg on hand for those 
who wanted the old fashioned draft experi-
ence. Hot dogs, chili dogs, root beer floats 
and desert made with root beer rounded out 
the evening. 
  
There is already talk of home brewed root 
beer and a possible contest for the best food 
or beverage item made with root beer. If you 
would like to participate in either of these 
activities please speak to Michael Weaver or 
Bill Dusenbery. 
  
A special thanks goes to Michael Weaver 
who provided a commentary on the various 
root beers and how to get the most out of the 
tasting experience. The Fellowship Commit-
tee also wants to thank Jean Anderson for 
decorating the parish hall for this event. Fi-
nally we wish to thank all of you who came 
out and helped make this a special event. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov   3 Kathryn Foster  
   Margaret Juenger   
  4 Jean Steitz 
  5 Lorraine Libell 
  6 Daniel Isenberg 
  7 Monica Bopp 
  8  Roberta Clark 
   Michelle Voruz  
 10 Jerry Anderson 
    Alexander Hewitt 
  11  Betty Bastian 
     14  Harry Gore 
    16  Pamela Barnes 
    18  Amanda Kibbons  
    24  Sarah Puckett 
  Janet Reese 
    27  Carol Blanchard  
    28  Dewey Barnes 
    29  Drew Henderson   
    30  Nancy Kaprelian   
          Marie Voruz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov   5 Yasemin and Bob Koss 
 14 Cleta  and Bud Drummond 
 25 Lorriane and Don Libell 
 29 Katherine and Geoff Potter 
 30 Janet Reese and Greg Padula 
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Have you heard about eScrip and how it can benefit 
St. Michael’s?  If you haven’t, please read on. 
 
eScrip is an organization that has solicited and signed 
up various businesses nationwide who are willing to 
rebate to the designated school, organization, group or 
charity of  each registered individual, 1% (or more) of 
the total amount spent each month during the year by 
those individuals at their establishments. 
 
Schnuck’s is one of the registered businesses — the 
only grocery store. Check out their web site at 
www.schnucks.com.  How novel —  the money you 
spend on groceries helps the church meet its expenses.   
There are also a number of coupons available on the 
eScrip web site (eScrip.com) and for each one re-
deemed at a participating merchant, $.05 is credited to 
St. Michael’s.  One person’s contribution may not be 
much, but if enough of the congregation register, it 
could be a tidy sum. 
 
I know from experience the program works.  Imagine, 
St. Michael’s raising money during the year by its 
members just going about their daily business.  This is 
a very easy and painless way to help with the general 
monthly operating expenses. 
 
 

The Editor 

CLEANING HOUSE?   
AN OUTREACH PROJECT IS 

WAITING FOR YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you cleaning drawers and closets in your 
home?  Are you finding old eye glasses and cell 
phones?  Bring them to St Michael's!   
 
The Outreach committee is collecting cell 
phones and old glasses to recycle them.  We 
will be sending the glasses to organizations that 
give them to people who need them and can't 
afford them. The cell phones will be sold to 
raise money for other outreach projects at St 
Michael's.   
 
Can you ask your 
neighbors too? We are 
looking for as many 
glasses and cell phones 
(no cords required) as 
we can, to make this 
project a huge success.   
 
For information, contact Ann Wilt (618-632-
4565). 

Each  year St. Michael’s 
sponsors the Christmas 
party for the Peace Place 
Art Therapy program at 
the Violence Prevention 
Center in Belleville. The 
Violence Prevention 
Center has been a haven 

for people in domestic violence situations and 
who are in programs where they are encouraged 
to express their feelings safely, to solve con-
flicts in peaceful ways and to build positive 
family relationships.  Look for more informa-
tion in upcoming bulletins or contact Laura 
Cruse at 343-1161. 
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 o nce again our 
organist, Jack 

Moelmann, will pre-
sent a Christmas Pops 
Organ Concert at his 
home in O'Fallon for 
the St. Michael's fam-
ily, their friends and 
neighbors on Friday and Saturday, December 7 and 
8 at 7:00 P.M.  The program will last about 2 hours, 
including intermission. Jack will be playing his 
spectacular Theatre Organ featuring music of the 
season (and other stuff) including a Christmas sing-
a-long (complete with words on the screen and a 
bouncing ball), a short silent movie comedy with 
organ accompaniment, his always appropriate 
“Tribute to America” and of course his famous 
"Dancing Ducks".  Seating will be limited to 50 
people at each performance.  Admission is FREE.  

Jack, being the 
ultimate host, 
will furnish his 
bar with both 
adult libations 
and those ap-
propriate for the 
children.  If 
some attendees 

are inclined to whip up hors d’ouvres or dip to 
share with the others in attendance, no one will 
complain.  There will be more details in upcoming 
church bulletins.  Please use the sign up sheets in 
the Narthex to indicate which performance you 
wish to attend.  For more information, please con-
tact Jack Moelmann at 632-8455 or jack-
moelmn@aol.com. 
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The Christingle Service is a family service 
which focuses particularly on the chil-
dren at Christmas time.  
 
Children participate in making presenta-
tions of drama, music and poetry but the 
highlight of the service is the lighting of 
Christingles and singing Christmas car-
ols. 
 
If you would love your children or grand-
children to participate, please speak to 
Bill Armstrong, Sunday School Superin-
tendent. 
 
Do bring your children, grandchildren,  
neighbor’s children  and have a wonder-
ful afternoon supporting our kids at this 
service. 
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“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD, WITH HEART AND HAND AND VOICES . . .” 
 

 
 

JOIN US ON  
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
 

7:00 P.M.  
 

ST. MICHAEL’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 
 
 

TO GIVE THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD  
FOR THE MANY BLESSINGS HE HAS GIVEN TO US. 


