
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1  All Saints Day: 
 Welcome New Creation 
 Presbyterian Church 
 
8  Holy Eucharist begins at 

 9:15 a.m. 
 Bishop’s Committee Meeting 
 
11  Veteran’s Day 
 
21-23  Happening #51 
 
22  Christ the King Sunday:  
 Delivery of Thanksgiving 
 Baskets 
 
24  Community Thanksgiving  
 Service: First United  
 Methodist Church—7:00 pm 
 
26  Thanksgiving Day 
 
29  First Sunday of Advent 
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A photo op after the joint signing of the Agreement between St. Mi-

chael’s Episcopal and New Creation Presbyterian Churches.  
From left to right: Fr. Tony, Pastor Christian Boyd, Michael Hoyt, 

Nels Wilt, Jim Sheldon, and Jack Moelmann.  
Inset: Fr. Tony shakes hands with Pastor Boyd. 
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My Dear Friends: 

 
As we are approaching the month of November, there are a few areas in the life of our church family that need to be 
shared and highlighted. At the time of writing this letter, our church is about to hold one of its biggest fund-raisers, the 
Craft Boutique and Second-Hand Treasures Faire. The organizers, Jean Anderson, Mary AuBuchon and Roberta Clark, 
and several volunteers have been meeting every Wednesday evening, using their God-given gifts and talents, and work-
ing tirelessly to make all kinds of exquisite treasures to be sold at the Faire. They have developed greater fellowship and 
relationships among themselves as a result of their weekly workshops and they are to be commended for their commit-
ment of time and gifts to make this event the blessing that it is expected to be. They have all demonstrated incredible 
talents in the work they have accomplished. We also give heartfelt thanks to those who have set up as well as donated 
items to the faire. I hope that we will invite our families and friends to come, purchase and be a part of the event. It is 
also my prayer that this event could be an annual one for which St. Michael’s becomes known in the community. Well 
done St. Michael’s Crafters, Volunteers and Donors! 
 
The Feast of All Saints, Sunday, November 1, 2009 is a special day in the life of the St. Michael’s family as we welcome 
among us the pastor and members of New Creation Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for a joint service and to put into ac-
tion the agreement of sharing our church facilities with them. No one would have imagined that when Pastor Boyd asked 
our permission to have his Installation Service at St. Michael’s in December 2007 that we would be sharing our building 
with New Creation two years later. However, after a number of conversations, a unanimous vote from our church family 
at the congregational meeting on October 11, 2009 and a signed agreement, New Creation has joined us and we welcome 
them warmly. This has led to the change of time of our Sunday Eucharist to 9:15 a.m. and the beginning of a new rela-
tionship which we hope will grow and be a blessing to both churches. It is an opportunity for St. Michael’s to reach out 
to another Christian denomination and to reciprocate the gift of hospitality that was given to us in 1987 when Faith Lu-
theran Church invited us to share their church facilities at the commencement of our church. Welcome Pastor Boyd and 
the Members of New Creation Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), O’Fallon, Illinois. 
 
Our diocese is at the threshold of electing its next bishop, the successor to Bishop Beckwith. At the recently concluded 
Diocesan Synod in Springfield, the election process and timeline was presented to its clergy and lay delegates.  The 
process is expected to last eighteen months (from the announcement of the Election Committee Chair at the Synod in 
October 2009 to the consecration of the new bishop in early 2011).  It is anticipated that the new bishop will be elected 
in September next year. Presently, the Standing Committee is requesting diocesan members to recommend clergy and 
lay persons in the diocese to be members of the Election Committee. A recommendation form is available on the dioce-
san web site and is to be returned by email or mail on or before November 15, 2009. We encourage you to use the dioce-
san web site at: www.episcopalspringfield.org and the diocesan newspaper, The Springfield Current, for updates on the 
process. In this edition of The Guardian, we have included a letter from the Standing Committee that was recently sent 
to the Diocesan Family and a copy of the Form recommending names of members to serve on the Election Committee. 
 
I invite and encourage all of you to attend the upcoming Community Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday, November 24 at 
7:00 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church on Highway 50 in O’Fallon, Illinois. We will not be holding a service at 
St. Michael’s. I believe it is important that as a faith community in O’Fallon, we come together with other Christians to 
give God thanks and praise for His many blessings in all aspects of our lives and that of our society. In the meantime, 
please permit me to remind you of our annual giving of baskets to needy families at Thanksgiving and to give generously 
towards this outreach ministry. 
 
Blessings! 
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Tony 
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You are invited to join other Christians in a  

 
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE  

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2009 

7:00 P.M.  
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 

Highway 50, O’Fallon, IL. 
 

“NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD, WITH HEART AND HAND AND VOICES . . .” 

COLONIAL HARVEST  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join the Fellowship Committee 
for a Thanksgiving Memories by Can-
dlelight Dinner, 17 November, 6:30 
p.m., at His Rest Bed and Breakfast, 
Freeburg IL.  
 
Dinner is served by candlelight in a 
wonderful rustic log cabin. Please see 
the website for more information and 
directions at www.bbonline.com/il/
hisrest. Cost is $35.00 per person.  
 
Thanks to all who signed up so far as 
we need a commitment from 20 people 
to hold the reservation. A sign-up sheet 
is on the table in the Narthex.  
 
Please pay Roxanne Amos by that 
date.  

CANDLELIGHT  
DINNER 

SCHNUCK’S eScrip —  
THEY PAY US FOR SHOPPING 

 
Schnuck’s rebates back to St. Mi-
chael’s 1% of  the grocery total when 
a registered eScrip card is swiped.  
Since we signed up for eScrip cards, 
St. Michael’s has received almost 
$300 — and all we had to do was our 
regular grocery shopping.  If you 
don’t have an eScrip card, please pick 
up one from the table in the Narthex.  
Just follow the instructions to register. 

 
Schnuck’s will rebate 3% on the following Kraft items through 
November 10:  ��
Cookies:  Chips Ahoy; Oreos 
Crackers:  Ritz Crackerfuls Four Cheese and Cheddar; Ritz Stack 
Pack; Ritz Reduced Fat 
Cheese:  12 oz. and 16 oz. American Singles 
Mac-N-Cheese:  Blue Box 
Sandwich Spread:  18 oz Miracle Whip; 18 oz. Kraft Mayo 
Ready-to-Eat Pudding (Jell-O): Sugar Free -- Banana Fudge 
Supreme, Vanilla Caramel Sundae, Vanilla, Double Chocolate, 
Cinnamon Rice, Crème Brulee and Classic Dark Chocolate; Fat 
Free Tapioca; Gelatin -- Strawberry/Orange and Strawberry; 
Sugar Free Raspberry/Orange and Strawberry 
Cold Cuts:  1 Pound Bologna and Cotto Salami 
Coffee: 3 Pound Maxwell House 
Frozen Pizza (Tombstone):  Sausage, Special Deluxe, Cheese, 
Combination, Meat Combo, Pepperoni, Garlic Bread Cheese, Gar-
lic Bread Pepperoni, Garlic Bread Supreme 
Ready to Eat Lunch: Lunchables   
 
If you have any question, please contact Roberta Clark (622-
4980) or Jean Anderson (628-1127). 
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October 28, 2009 
 
Dear Diocesan Family: 
 
On October 23, 2009 at the 132nd Synod of the Diocese, the Standing Committee unveiled the process and 
timeline for electing the next Bishop of Springfield. The purpose for writing at this time is to share with the 
wider diocesan family the election process and timeline and to invite you to recommend names of clergy and 
lay members in the diocese who you believe will be equipped to serve on the Election Committee. 
 
During our retreat in August this year and after much prayer and reflection, the members of the Standing Com-
mittee decided on an election process which they felt was best suited for our diocese at this time. The process 
is not unique to the diocese since a similar procedure was used to elect the current Bishop of Springfield in 
1991. 
 
The process began with the announcement of The Reverend Canon Gene Stormer as Chair of the Election 
Committee and the outline of the process at our just concluded Diocesan Synod. The next step is the formation 
of an Election Committee which, in consultation with the Standing Committee, will prepare the groundwork 
for the nomination of candidates for the election. The Election Committee will be responsible for developing a 
diocesan profile, nomination guidelines and form, a questionnaire to be answered by prospective candidates 
and to coordinate the visits (walk-abouts) of those candidates who are nominated at the Nominating Synod. As 
a result, the duty of the Election Committee is not that of a Nominating Committee who chooses or nominates 
candidates for the election but to be facilitators, assisting in the election process by engaging in specific tasks. 
 
The timeline for the Election Process is as follows: 
· February 17, 2010 (Ash Wednesday): The Election Committee completes the Survey, Diocesan Profile, 
Nomination Guidelines and Forms and sends Nomination Guidelines and Forms to interested Candidates. 
· April 4, 2010 (Easter Day): Deadline for receiving Nominations for Episcopate Election. Election Com-
mittee contacts Candidates and mails Questionnaires to them. 
· May 13, 2010 (Ascension Day): Deadline for Candidates to respond to Questionnaires. 
· June 29, 2010 (Sts. Peter and Paul): Initial Screening (Background Checks) of Candidates. Election 
Committee completes compilation of Booklet of Candidates and sends to Nominating Synod delegates and 
churches in the diocese. 
· August 6-7, 2010 (Transfiguration): The Nominating Synod (comprising of Synod delegates elected at 
the Annual Meetings in January 2010) convenes to nominate the final list of Candidates for Bishop Coadjutor. 
The number of the final slate of Candidates will be determined by the Standing Committee prior to the Nomi-
nating Synod. 
· August 31 – September 2, 2010: Candidates will visit the diocese (Walk-abouts) to meet its members and 
for the diocesan family to ask questions of the Candidates. 
· September 17-18, 2010: The Electing Synod (the same delegates at the Nominating Synod) convenes to 
elect the Bishop Coadjutor.               (Letter continues on page 5) 
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(The Standing Committee’s Letter to the Diocese continues from page 4) 
 
Following the election, the name of the Bishop-elect with appropriate testimonials and documentation, will be 
forwarded to the Presiding Bishop who will notify the Bishops exercising jurisdiction, and to the Standing 
Committee of each diocese for their consent. We expect the Consent process to conclude on January 18, 2011, 
which would be the required 120 days as stipulated by the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church. 
We hope the consecration of our next Bishop will take place either in February or March 2011, but the date 
will be determined in consultation with the Presiding Bishop’s Office. 
  
The Standing Committee is also accepting recommendations for clergy and lay members of the diocese to 
serve on the Election Committee. We desire individuals who possess gifts or skills that would be needed to 
achieve the above-mentioned responsibilities and a willingness to meet the time commitment necessary in or-
der to accomplish the goals of the eighteen month process. Please complete the attached recommendation form 
and return it by November 15, 2009 to the mailing address on the form or email it to: standingcommit-
tee@episcopalspringfield.org 
  
Please permit me to add that members of the Standing Committee are prepared to visit your church, if you so 
desire, to outline and answer any questions that members may have concerning the election process. You may 
contact me at 618-632-6168 or email at: frtony@stmichaelsofallon.org or standingcommit-
tee@episcopalspringfield.org to schedule a visit. 
 
We encourage you to engage in prayer throughout this process. We have formulated prayers and intercessory 
petitions which may be included in the Prayers of the People in Rites I and II of the Holy Eucharist as well as 
to be used in Morning and Evening Prayer. These prayers can be found on the diocesan web site on the Bishop 
Search page – Discernment Resources. We also invite you to use the website: www.episcopalspringfield.org 
and the diocesan newspaper, The Springfield Current, for updates and information as to how the process is un-
folding. Our intention is to keep the diocesan family informed on a regular basis or as information is received. 
 
Do keep us and the Election Committee in your prayers as we engage in the task of guiding and facilitating the 
process of the election of our next bishop. 
 
Blessings to all! 
 
Faithfully yours in Christ, 
 
 
The Very Rev. Dr. Anthony B. Holder 
President, Standing Committee 
 
[Note: If viewed online, the Recommendation Form is pages 13 and 14 of this newsletter. However, for per-
sons receiving a hard copy of the newsletter, the Form is inserted ]. 

 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and 
women of the armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your 
heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage 
to face the perils which beset them, and grant them a sense of your abiding presence 
wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP  823) 
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 St. Michael’s will 
again sponsor a “Light a Lumi-
nary for a Loved One or Friend 
Project.”  
 For a donation of 
$10.00 per name, a holiday 
luminary featuring the die-cut 
design of a snowflake will be 
placed and lighted along the 
entrance of our church in 

honor of or in memory of a family member, loved one 
or friend. 
  The luminaries will be lighted on the evening 
of December 1 and displayed through January 5. The 
luminaries will be lit nightly from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 
p.m. The names of donors and those for whom gifts 
have been given “in memory of or in honor of” will 
also be published in the bulletin the first Sunday in 
January and in The Guardian. 
 Please make checks payable to St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church and in the memo line please note 
“Light a Luminary Project.”  The proceeds will go 
to defray the cost of the Fellowship Hall construction 
expenses and to the Outreach program.  
 In order to prepare names for publication and 
the luminary lighting, we need your checks no later 
than the Sunday after Thanksgiving (November 
29). For sign-up, you can find a notebook on the table 
in the Narthex. For more information, please contact 
Nancy Machmer  at 664-1631. 
 The light shining from the holiday luminaries 
symbolizes the lives of beloved family members and 
friends and represents the significance of those special 
individuals. 

 
Christmas is coming and as we reflect on the joys and blessings in our lives we also to those 
whose joys are not as numerous.  Each year St Michael’s sponsors the Christmas party for the 
Peace Place Art Therapy program at the Violence Prevention Center in Belleville.  
 
The Violence Prevention Center has been a haven for people in domestic violence situations 
and who are in programs where they are encouraged to express their feelings safely, to solve 
conflicts in peaceful ways and to build positive family relationships. The Angel Tree is one of 
St. Michael’s Outreach Committee’s most joyful yearly projects.  Once again we will be ask-
ing for your help with this wonderful project of love and support.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Audrey Waight at 206-8174. 
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  
 
Our annual Christingle Ser-
vice will be held on  Sunday, 
December 13, at  4:30 p.m. 
in our Church. This wonder-
ful children’s Candlelight 
Service ushers in the Christ-
mas Season. It is a time 
when children, accompanied 
by parents, grandparents, 
relatives and friends, spend a 
wonderful afternoon to-
gether. 
 

The musical and dramatic presentations by children 
form part of the afternoon Service, but the highpoint is 
the lighting of Christingles. Please save the date and be 
a part of this exciting Service which features our chil-
dren. 
 
We would still like members of our congregational fam-
ily to assist in monetary donations towards toothpicks, 
raisins, cherries, oranges, candles, red tape and sweets 
so as to make the Christingles. Please make checks pay-
able to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, memo: 
Christingle Service.   
 
Assistance in making the Christingles on Saturday, De-
cember 12, at 9:00 a.m. for an hour would be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Interested persons can contact Father Tony at the office. 
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For the 7th year, our Organist, Jack Moelmann, will present a Christmas Pops Organ Concert at his home for 
the St. Michael's family and their friends on Friday and Saturday, Dec. 4 and 5 at 7:00 P.M. (for about 2 hours 
with intermission). Jack will be playing his spectacular Theatre Organ featuring music of the season (and 
other stuff) including a Christmas sing-a-long (with the words on the screen and the bouncing ball), a short 
silent movie comedy starring Laurel and Hardy with organ accompaniment, his always appropriate “Tribute 
to America” and of course his famous "Dancing Ducks". This really isn’t a party, but there will be an open 
bar. Seating will be limited to 50 at each show. It will require your signing up for which one you wish to at-
tend. Children are also invited. For more information, please contact Jack at 632-8455 or at 
Jack@Moelmann.com  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 03 Peggy Juenger 
November 04 Jean Steitz  
November 05 Lorraine Libell 
November 06 Daniel Isenberg 
November 07 Monica Bopp 
November 08 Roberta Clark 
November 10 Jerry Anderson 
November 11 Betty Bastian 
November 14 Harry Gore 
   Edward Skibinski 
November 16 Nathan Scott 
November 18 Amanda Kibbons 
November 24 Emily Edmondson 
   Janet Reese 
November 27 Carol Blanchard 
November 30 Nancy Kaprelian 
   Marie Voruz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 05 Bob and Yasemin Koss 
November 24 Anthony and Jan Hayden 
November 25 Donald and Lorraine Libell 
November 26 Ford and Brenda Phillips 
November 30 Greg Padula and Janet Reese 
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We want to announce a new booklet which has been 
put together called “The Founding of 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
O’Fallon, Illinois”. The book was 
put together by Jack Moelmann, 
Roberta Clark, and Jerry and Jean 
Anderson. It contains an interview 
with the two remaining members of 
our church who were “seed” mem-
bers there at the beginning, 1987, 

and planning years before that. They are Vi Ohlemeier 
and Shelby Hamilton. After spending an afternoon 
with Vi and Shelby in mid-August, the interview was 
recorded with our panel asking questions. 
 
We offer this booklet with some 20 pages to anyone 
who wishes a copy for a donation of $5.00 which will 
go to the general fund. It is fascinating reading to see 
just how and why St. Michael’s was started, the prob-
lems along the way, and many interesting stories of 
just what went on in those early years - about 22 years 
ago. It takes us up to the point where we had our 
building completed in 2000. 
 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you wish a 
copy. Your donation should be given to Jack Moel-
mann with checks made out to St. Michael’s. If you 
have any questions, see Jack or call him at 632-8455 
or Jack@Moelmann.com. 

On Sunday, October 25, 2009, 
we were pleased to witness the 
Baptism of  Emanuel Joseph, 
son of Keith and Jenni Isen-
berg, at which time he was 
made a child of God and a 
member of His Church.   

We rejoice with Chris Gore 
on the birth of her daugh-
ter, Katara Olivia, who 
was born on Wednesday, 
October 28, at 1:45 a.m. 
She is the granddaughter of 
Harry and Susan Gore. 
Katara weighed 7 lbs. 7 oz. 
and length was 19 1/2 

inches. Both Mom and baby are doing well. 
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ELECTIONS TO  
THE BISHOP’S COMMITTEE 

 
Our Annual Meeting and Elections to the Bishop’s Committee will take place 
on Sunday, January 17, 2009. According to the Constitution and Canons of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Springfield - Canon 25, Section 1b. Members of our con-
gregational family “...at least eighteen years of age who are communicants in 
good standing as defined in Canon 43, Section 3, and who have been confirmed 
by a Bishop of this Church or received into this Church as having been prop-
erly confirmed...” are eligible for election.  Please give this your prayerful con-
sideration. 
 
Canon 43, Section 3 
“All communicants of this Church who for the previous year have been faithful 
in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and have been faithful 
in working, praying and giving for the spread of the kingdom of God, are to be 
considered communicants in good standing.” 

 
Interested persons in running for the Bishop’s Committee should submit a resume not to exceed one 
page to the Parish Office no later than Sunday, January 3, 2010. 
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Happening #51  
November 20-22  

St. John’s Church, Decatur, IL 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happening is open to high school students and 
can only be attended once. Happeners learn 
the meaning of the sacramental life of faith 
and what Christian love is all about.   
 

Deadline for registration is November 15.  
For applications received prior to  

November 8 the fee is $40;  
after November 8, the fee is $50.   

Applications are available in  
the Church Office.  

 
 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S  
 

2010 SYNOD REPRESENTATIVES 
 
At our Annual Meeting in January 2010 when we 
elect our four Synod representatives for 2010, 
please note that they will be participating in three 
Synods next year and not only the Regular Synod 
in October.   
 
The two additional Synods will meet to nominate 
the final list of candidates for Bishop Coadjutor 
on August 6 and 7, 2010 and the Electing Synod 
is expected to convene on September 17-18 to 
elect our Bishop Coadjutor. 
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PHOTOS FROM THE HARVEST FESTIVAL AND CROP WALK 2009  

 
St. Michael’s delegation  

at the  
Crop Walk  
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                                                                                       St. Michael's Annual Giving      

 of Thanksgiving Dinners  
 to Needy Families  

 
The menu will include: 

Turkey, Stuffing, Potatoes, Vegetables,  
Rolls, Butter, Fruit , Pies, etc.   

 
Sign-up sheet available  

on the table in the Narthex.  
 

Items to be brought to the church no later than Sunday, November 22 
(the day of delivery).  

 
Money donations toward the purchase of the turkeys are accepted.  

For more information, contact Nels Wilt at 632-4565. 
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