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5 Blessing of the Animals
(5:00 p.m.)

8 Church Events and Committge
Budgets Due

11 Octoberfest Root Beer Tastifg

12 Bishop’s Committee Meeting:
2008 Planning Meeting
Crop Walk

24-25 131st Diocesan Synod,
Rend Lake, Whittington, IL

26 Stewardship Sunday
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STEWARDSHIP
DRIVE 2008

Stewardship Ingathering Sunday
October 26, 2008
during the 9:30 a.m. Eucharist

Please pray for our Stewardship Drive, the Committee
and consideration of our commitment to the work and
ministry of St. Michael’s for the coming year.




“Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, sayifige kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who gave a wedding banqudtisoson” (Matthew 22: 1-
2).

In this gospel text, Jesus tells a parable, ltkgrnhe kingdom of heaven to
a king who gave a reception for his son’'s weddwedding celebrations were
symbolic of God’s taking final possession of Hmople, the future of the messi-
anic kingdom. Jesus’ first coming inaugurated thiiog of the kingdom but many
of the people of Israel who were invited to papéde in the celebration declined
the invitation.

In the parable, the king, who is God, sends Higas#s out, on two occasions, to tell the inviteggis that the
banquet was ready and to come and celebrate wittbtit they refused to attend. They made a numbexaises—one
had to go to his field and another to his busin€kg. servants also represent the prophets of ther@tament. Since
the exile, they had called God’s chosen peopleetorm to Him so they could fulfill the purpose Gload given them.
But the Jews refused to listen to the prophets biaek, and they were not listening now. The weddiagquet seemed
in doubt and to make matters worst, the inviteSdkeized,” “mistreated,” and “killed” the king®ervants. He was so
outraged at what the people had done that he tdentoops, destroyed [the] murderers and burned tity” (Matt.
22:7). This obliteration of the unfaithful and theity is analogous with Israel’s situation beftine destruction of Jeru-
salem in Jeremiah 25. But the wedding celebratiked a different turn. The banquet is no longeglabration for the
chosen people but for everyone (Matt. 22— 10). {Sadking possession of all people and not jusigheselites.

What the ending of this parable teaches us islibaig chosen does not necessarily mean that weoavihc-
cepted by the one who chooses us if we do not nespoth sincerity of faith. The man who came notaweg a
“wedding robe” is symbolic of one who is unwilling change his life. He has come to see what andHewan benefit
but his heart leaves much to be desired. Invitatie@ans there is to be evidence of response and itorant to the call
to follow Christ, otherwise the judgment is the saas for those who are unfaithful.

The parable reminds us of our interaction with Ge¢then He extends His gracious invitation, we areeto
spond freely. The Israelite people always regatethselves as God’s chosen people, but Jesus'mespo that belief
is that the chosen ones are those who responddanGaithfulness.

He went out again beside the sea; and all the crgatthered about him, and he taught them. And gsalssed on, he saw Levi
the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office, rdsaid to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and felled him. And as he sat at
table in his house, many tax collectors and sinwegse sitting with Jesus and his disciples; forr¢hevere many who followed
him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when theythat he was eating with sinners and tax collestsaid to his disciples,
“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners®id when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Thdse ave well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick; | cometaatall the righteous, but sinners.” Now John’saples and the Pharisees were
fasting; and people came and said to him, “Why dbnJs disciples and the disciples of the Pharidass but your disciples do
not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the weddjuests fast while the bridegroom is with them® lohg as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The daillscame, when the bridegroom is taken away froemthand then they will
fast in that day. No one sews a piece of unshadlotk on an old garment; if he does, the patchdeavay from it, the new from
the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one pems wine into old wineskins; if he does, the willeburst the skins, and the
wine is lost, and so are the skins; but new wirferigresh skins” (Mark 2:13-22).

13 Christ knew that the “righteous” were sinnerspirit if not in fact. They worked hard at aveiditheir responsibilities to God,
following the letter but not the meaning of the Lakine “sinners” broke the Law and knew it was wrdrng didn’t know how to
live life any other way. Jesus showed them the. Weég are more like Pharisees than we care to advgitknow that we hurt our
loved ones and are deeply sorry, but can we prathise who have hurt us? Can we pray for bad peepb hurt society — mur-
derers, rapists, and evil people? We MUST! Ifosanot love the unlovable, we are no better thap #re.

Love as He loved. Christ makes all things new.

18 Everyone seems to be fasting. Jesus compamnsglfito a Bride-groom. Fasting was put asidetifier celebration of the Son
of Man. A wedding would not normally take placeidgra regular time of fasting, but Christ supersedermalcy.
Celebrate Jesus. Christ makes all things new.

21 New wine — old skins. Jesus said to put the wawe of love into new wineskins and leave the wide of slavery to the Law
in the old skins.
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The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels
(September 29) marked the celebration of our patron
saint as well as the administration of the sacrame
of Holy Confirmation to three of our young people.
The Right Reverend Peter Hess Beckwith, Bishop of
our diocese laid hands on Kyle AuBuchon, Ginger
Clarke, and Sierra Gore, as they began anotheephas
in their spiritual and Christian lives.

Members of the congregation, family members
and friends of the confirmands attended the semiice
which the Bishop celebrated and preached.

The confirmands read the Old and New
Testament readings and the psalm from the propers
for St. Michael and All Angels. They received Books
of Common Prayer and other gifts as well as their
Confirmation cards. The newly confirmed present the
Church with a lectern copy of the Revised Common
Lectionary.

Immediately following the service a reception

was held in the church
hall.

From left to right: Ginger Clarke, Kyle AuBuchomdSierra Gore
with Father Tony Holder and Bishop Peter Beckwith.

Ginger Clarke with
Bishop Beckwith and
Kyle AuBuchon Father Tony
with Bishop
Beckwith

Sierra Gore with
Bishop Beckwith and

Father Tony

Bishop Beckwith delivers the sermon




The O’Fallon Foo
Pantry was formed i
1992 by a group df
church women wh
felt there was a need

for one in our commu-

Street, in the same building that also houses ti@llon
1 Ashley Cook Senior Citizen Center. Individuals and familiesondre in
Em"Y_ Raynpr need of this type of assistance can visit the ifgadine time
3 Gabrielle Miles each month, on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9:00 AM to
6 Thomas Cook noon, or on Fridays from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM.
Adrienne Hewitt
Thomas Hulsey The Food Pantry depends on the support of a nuofldif-
7 James Moore ferent groups in the community. In addition to mokthe
8 Tom Payne churches, Boy and Girl Scout troops, various scigoolps
9 Al Machmer and the delivery personnel for the Post Office hfddd
10 Sierra Gore drives at different times throughout year. Hart'sdga
13 Saundra Smith Schnuck’s grocery stores have als_o generously $tq3_»pd1e
16 Randy AuBuchon effort to feed the less fortunate in our area. atidition,
’ some families contribute food by having birthdayties,
26 Candice Harwell where, instead of bringing presents, children brmagnec
28 June Dublar goods. The Food Pantry also receives cash dosatiom
29 Judie Payne currently spends approximately $1800/month to stthu
31 Leo Bastian shelves with goods that are not donated.
James Fuld
Sharon Harrison If you wish to support the efforts of the Food Paniou
Robert Polk can bring in canned goods throughout the year yoSam-
day service. Items needed include canned vegstgbélg.
green beans, corn, peas, and carrots), canned (&gt,
peaches, pairs, pineapple and fruit cocktail), ednsoup$
(e.g., chicken noodle, cream of chicken or mushroto¥
mato, bean w/bacon) and cans of chicken & dumplimgs
beef stew.
. . If you need additional information, please confdets Wilt
6 Marie and Mike Berens (632-4565.

nity. Today it pro
vides support for 21
families or roughl
750 people on

monthly basis. Th
Food Pantry is located
at 801 East Stafe




Family fun

Sunday,
October 5
5:00 p.m.

All pets are welcome.
Please be considerate of the other
animals and have your pets restrained.

will begin at on:

Saturday,
October 11, 2008
6:00 p.m.

1S+
me

Come to the Octoberfest Root Beer T
ing. Yes, root beer! Come and taste s

unique root beers, eat special dishes npade

with root beer, and try a frosty root bger
float. To be sure there is enough food fnc
drink for everyone we are asking that you
sign up in advance. A contribution of §10
for adults and $5 for children betweeg 5
and 16 is recommended.

THE 131ST. DIOCESAN SYNOD
October 24-25, 2008

Hosted by: Hale Deanery
Team Ministry

at Rend Lake Resort and
Conference Center,
Whittington, 1L

Our delegates are:
Jean Anderson, Bill Dusen
bery and Nancy Machmer

Please remember in prayer the Bishop,
Clergy and Lay Delegates

To make your reservations please corftac
Nancy Kaprelian (398-1456) or watch jor
our sign-up sheet.

Chi Rho

The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram
of Christ. The symbol is composed|of
the first two letters of the Greek ward
for Christ: XPICTOC (pronounced
Christos). There are many variations,
but the most common form superimposes |the
“X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho). Although it isn’t condk
ered to be a cross, the Chi Rho invokes Jesusi-¢ruc
fixion. The symbol has been in use for more than
1,600 years. Early Christians used the Chi Rho
sign of their faith, and Constantine the Great @ikc
it on his soldiers’ shields.

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 18

DELIVERY OF FOOD
BASKETS

Each year our churgh

distributes all the items for

a

wonderful Thanksgiving dinner to those in need| —

turkeys, stuffing, potatoes, vegetables, rolls,tdy
fruit and pies.

The boxes will be assembled and delivered

after church on the 18th. Feel free to lend a han

as a yehicle).

)

For more information, please contact Ann Wilt

at 632-4565.




SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15

at St. Michael’s
Doors open at 5:00 p.m.

planning for our Annual Trivia Night.

In order to make this the most successful nightweetre
asking for each of our parish families to partitgoby reserv
ing at least one table of 8. It's very easy topgeiple to play

just ask your friends and family to come spend\aning

full of fun and laughs with you.

Baby sitting will be available at Kelly and GrechEtidge's house in O'fallon. The cost is a $20
nation, per child, to our sitters Claire Baker &whther Farnsworth (both licensed childcare pro
ers).

$$CASHSS Prizes
$500.00 1st Place, $200.00 2nd Place, $100.00/8m P
-Doors open at 5:00 p.m. Gaming Starts at 6:00 p.m
-Maximum of 8 people per table strongly enforced!!
-$100 early-bird table registration by Novembe2®08
-$120 table registration after November 5, 2008
-$15 for single person registration

Registration forms are located in the Narthex amdrdstairs during coffee hour.

You can also help us locate items such as gififioaties for food or services,
sports or event tickets, or items from local stores

If you can help please contact Bill and Nancy Disen or Kelly Etheridge

WANTED: FOOD COUPONS

There's a certain breeze in the air that tellstmadime to start

do-
id-

Another way to help with the Food Pantry — Pleasiegoin the coupons for food a

d

other items found in your newspapers every weékou use them, please bring in the
ones you don’t use. Mary AuBuchon will be happyltothe scissors work and use the

ones you don’t want to help in purchasing itemstf@ Food Pantry. If you have
guestions, please contact Mary at 589-1728.

y
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When: Sunday, October 12, 2008
Registration: 12:45 p.m.Walk: 1:30 p.m.
Where: First United Methodist Church
(on Highway 50)
Distance: 5K (3.1 miles)

Represent St. Michael's in this very worthy cad&eu can be «
walker or you can support our walkers with pledg25% of ther
money raised goes directly to the O'Fallon Comnyukibod
Pantry. 75% of the funds will be used by ChurchrM/&ervice
and other international agencies for disaster frali@ self-helg
development projects throughout the world.

For more information contact: Sarah Puckett 20688g2herkdriver@hotmail.com.
WALK ON THE WEB!

You can now raise funds by having friends and farsidonsor you on the web!
Just go to www.cropwalkonline.org for more inforimat

O'FALLON-SHILOH, ILLINOIS CROP WALK
OUR NUMBERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE AROUND




