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OUR PATRON FEAST 
MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL 

September 29 
 

The scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, 
a messenger. Messengers from God 
can be visible or invisible, and may 
assume human or non-human 
forms. 
 The name MICHAEL, 
(Hebrew: Mikael) meaning, “Who 
is like God?” occurs in the Bible on 
a number of occasions especially in 
the First Book of Chronicles. There 
appeared to be a number of differ-
ent persons with that name. How-
ever one must not be confused with 
the archangel whose name also was 
Michael. 
 Michael, the archangel, is 
only mentioned a few times in the 
Bible, and yet he has been given 
several distinctive roles in both 
Jewish and Christian apocalyptic 

tradition. He is said to be one of the four archangels whose names are 
mentioned in the Bible and who was chosen to stand beside God’s 
throne. The other three archangels were Gabriel, Raphael and Uriel.  

Michael is seen as the archangel who records the names of 
persons who merit everlasting life and is the gatekeeper of paradise. 
He is said to be the intermediary who brought God’s law to Moses 
and revelations of the future to Elijah and also the patron and de-
fender of Israel against its enemies. However, only the last of these 
traditions can be substantiated by biblical evidence. 

“The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-
one days; but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, so I 
left him there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia and came to 
make you understand what is to befall your people in the latter 
days.” (Daniel 10: 13)   

                                                            [Continues on page 2...] 
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[continues from page 1...] 
Michael’s name first appears in the Bible after the prophet Daniel has completed a three-week purification in 

preparation for revelations. A man, who is nameless but who may have been the Archangel Gabriel “clothed in linen…
his body was like a beryl, his face like the appearance of lightning,  
his eyes like flaming torches…and the sound of his words like the noise of a multitude,” comes to deliver the message 
that Michael is their prince. This powerful angel and agent of God will protect Israel from its earthly enemies, ultimately 
leading the host of angels warding off the forces of evil from God’s people. He will deliver peace to them at the end of 
this life’s mortal struggle.  

Michael appears twice in the New Testament. In the Letter of Jude, verse 9, he is seen as the one who fought 
with the devil over the disposal of the body of Moses. Whereas in Revelation, chapter 12 verse 7-9, he appears as the 
leader of the righteous angels who fought against and defeated the dragon, “that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil 
and Satan” and his angels. Thus “there was no longer any place for them [the Devil and his angels] in heaven.”  

“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long been one of the popular celebrations of the Christian 
Year in many parts of the world. There are many churches throughout the world of which St. Michael is their Patron 
Saint. The Feast Day is celebrated on September 29 in the Christian calendar.  

 
 
  My Dear Friends: 
 
 
September is here once again which also signals 
the imminent end of summer; a summer which 
seems to have gone by very quickly this year. In 

the context of our lives as a congregation it is one of the busiest months in our calendar in terms of the number 
of events and occasions we celebrate. It is the month in which our Sunday School programs recommence and 
our choir is again with us as a group since they have been here throughout the summer having the opportunity 
to sit with their families. It is the month in which we celebrate the start of our local church, for it was on 
Wednesday, September 9, 1987 that St. Michael’s held its first service at Faith Lutheran. This year, we have 
“come of age,” reaching our twenty-first anniversary. 
 
It is the month in which we come together for our Sunday School Kick-Off Party, Fall Work Day, Annual Golf 
Day and Dinner, and men’s organized Annual Ladies Breakfast. 
 
September is the month in which we celebrate Michael the Archangel, our Patron Saint, after whom we are 
named. It is a time for us to re-consecrate our lives and to rekindle our faith and zeal for the Lord. This year, 
on Monday, September 29, our Patron Feast day, we will witness the administration of the sacrament of Holy 
Confirmation on three of our young members – Ginger Clarke, Kyle Aubuchon and Sierra Gore. These per-
sons will be re-committing their love and lives to Christ as their re-affirm their baptismal vows and receive the 
laying on of hands by our bishop. It is a time to celebrate with them and to observe our patron saint. I hope we 
will all attend this Confirmation Service to support Ginger, Kyle and Sierra and that you will pray for them as 
they begin a new chapter in their lives. 
 
Every Blessing! 
 
Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
Father Tony 
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St. Michael's 6th Annual Golf Day 
 

Saturday, September 20 
at Governors Run Golf Course 

"The most spectacular public course 
in Southwestern Illinois." 

 
11:30 a.m. Registration 

12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start 
Format: 4 person Scramble Team Play 

 
$55 PER PLAYER INCLUDES GREEN FEES, GOLF CART, SCORING AND PRIZE $’S. 

Cocktails (cash bar) and a Buffet Dinner ($15) at the clubhouse will follow play. 
Non-golfer are welcome to join the golfers for libation, dinner and an evening of fun and fellowship. 

(Nick and Co promise some new jokes for their repartee.) 
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Give or send payment and registration form to either: 

 Sonja Wartonick, 7342 Timberpoint Court, Fairview Heights, IL 62208  or   
Co Soulé, 908 Reiss Road, O’Fallon, IL 62269 

 
Sign-up sheets available in the Narthex. 

Please make check(s) payable to Sonja Wartonick.  The golf event and dinner costs are not tax deductible 
and are not paid to the church.  Mulligan books and drawing/raffle donations are funds for the lower level 
church project and are therefore deductible. 

Golf Committee members will be happy to answer any of your questions 
Sonja and Nick Wartonick, Bob Koss, Co Soulé and Al Machmer. 

      The Right Reverend Peter H. Beckwith 
      Bishop of Springfield 

   
      will administer the Sacrament of Holy Confirmation on  

 
      Kyle Aubuchon,  Ginger Clarke 

  Sierra Gore 
, 

      Monday, September 29, 2008 
      Being the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels 

      7:00 P.M. 
 

     A Potluck Reception will follow immediately after the Service. 
                          

                  We hope that all members of our church will join in this celebration for our confirmands. 
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Keep this morning free of all appointments and forget 
all those household chores that will wait until later in 
the day.  The Men’s Group is once again hosting the 
Ladies Breakfast.  Bring yourself and your family to 
an unforgettable feast.  All you need to do is tell the 
chefs what you would like on your plate and they will 
do the rest.  There’s coffee, tea, juice and food to eat 
until you can’t take another sip or bite of anything.   
 

Best of all—there’s no cleanup. 
 
Look for the signup sheets in the Narthex.  Please 
sign up early so the men will know how many diners 
to expect. 

 

Sunday, September 14 
1:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 

 
This training is mandated by Diocesan policy for 
all church members who fall into the following 
categories:  Clergy, volunteers who regularly su-
pervise youth activities including all Sunday 
school teachers, nursery helpers, and church em-
ployees. 
 
The training is highly encouraged for all vestry/
Bishop’s committee members and may be attended 
by others who may be interested. 

 
For more information, please contact 

Marge or Walt Evans at 632-9746 
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All pets are welcome. 

 
Please be considerate of the other animals and 

have your pets restrained. 

 

OCTOBERFEST  
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11 

 
Come and taste unique root beers,  

eat special dishes made with root beer,  
and have a root beer float. 

 
Sign up sheets will 
be in the narthex 

soon. 
 

Watch the bulletin 
for more informa-

tion. 
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Planning is underway for our annual trivia night.  
The evaluations received from past participants 
have been extremely helpful in assisting us to 
make each trivia night more successful. 
 
Look for more information as to what our needs 
will be in upcoming bulletins and handouts. 
 
If you are interested in helping the Trivia Night 
committee, please contact Bill Dusenbery. 

“MAKING JOYFUL DISCIPLES OF JESUS 
CHRIST” 

EVANGELISM WORKSHOP 
 

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD 
Department of Evangelism and Spiritual Enrichment 

 
INVITE YOU TO A WORKSHOP 

“MAKING JOYFUL DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST” 
 

ON SATURDAY THE 6TH OF SEPTEMBER,  
9:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

AT OUR DIOCESAN CENTER 
THE COST FOR EACH PARTICIPANT IS $20.00 

 
[Please make your check payable to Diocese of Spring-
field and mail it and a completed registration form to: 

The Rev. Dr. Desmond C. Francis, 
1210 S. Fell Ave., Normal, IL 61761.] 

 
Scholarships to attend the workshop are available. 

 
For more information please call: Fr. Desmond at  

(309) 454-4903, (309) 661-2601 or (309) 310-9574. 
 

 

Small Church Celebration 
  

When: Saturday, September 27, 2008 
 

Where: Mt. Vernon, IL 
(Trinity Episcopal Church & First United Methodist Church) 

 
Time: Registration begins @ 9:45 a.m. with conference Mass @ 

10:00 a.m. Lunch will be provided. Concluding: 3 p.m. 
 
All participants are required to pre-register. See your Priest or contact the Diocesan Office  

at Tel: 217-525-1876 or by email: diocese@episcopalspringfield.org 
 

Concurrent Sessions: 
· What Does It Mean To Be An Officer of a Small Church 

(Responsibilities of: Wardens, Treasurer, Clerk, Bishop Committee Member, Deanery Representative) 
· Growth In Small Churches: Come With Ideas That Work & Share 

· Easy Way to Meet Your Audit Requirements 
· Youth Programs: Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, Feed The Kids Program  

· Out Of Maintenance and Back To Ministry  
· Altar Guild  
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2 Jay Harwell 
4 Catlin Fuld 
7 Sam Armstrong 
      Vi Ohlemeier 
9 Brittany Fuld 
10 Cadian Lawrence 
11 Brenda Phillips 
12 Sarah Tober 
13 Debbie Byer 
16 Tim Vanas 
17 Sharon Pochek 
19 Mary Aubuchon 
21 Cody Cruse 
27 Diane Cook 
      Mike Weaver 
29 Cassie McGraw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 Jean and Jerry Anderson 
13 Susan and Harry Gore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
29 Father Tony  
(Ordination to the Priesthood) 
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WHEN: October 4, 2008 
WHERE: Timber Lakes Golf Course in Staunton, IL 
WHAT: A 4-person scramble 
TIME:  11:00 a.m. — Registration and Lunch 
  12:00 Noon — Shotgun Start 
COST: $75.00 per person (includes 18 holes of 
  golf with cart, lunch and dinner) 
 
YouthQuake 2009 will be held January 16 – 18 at Ridgecrest in North 
Carolina.  The theme will be “Thy Kingdom Come.” 

There will be a $10,000 Hole in One Prize like last year.  Last year we had 
a hole in one — not on the $10,000 hole.  He won $500.  The golf tourna-
ment helps by raising money to offset the cost of the buses.  With the rising 
cost of gas, transportation has become a costly item.   

If anyone is interested in sponsoring a hole, the fee is $100.  The entire 
amount for hole sponsorships goes toward transportation for the kids and, 
just think, you will have a hole with your name on it. 

Check the Sunday bulletins and Springfield Current for more information.  
If you have further questions, please call John or Sheila Hellrung at 628-
0908. 

Prayer for St. Michael and All Angels 
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful or-
der the ministries of angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your 
holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your ap-
pointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.. 



 

/�� � � +���01�23���1�4 �



 

� � � � / � � 	0��� �
� �� � ���  ��� ��� � �� � �

 � 1�� 
,���� � � � /
 ,�/�� �, ���,� �

���
������������

��������	
���
�������
������� �
��������

�������������

����

����������� �
!���	"���#$�%�$���#�
��&"���#$�%�$� ���


'��
"��������((��	)�������	
��(�

��*��+�
,	-"�...*�������	
��(�

��*��+�

� 
,�� 6�� �� �� ��7 �� �� 1�� �����7 �$1�� ��	�� �
� 	
��� 6���$���� �, ���( �

Vision Statement: To be a visible faith community that advances God’s Kingdom through engaging in Christian renewal in the 
lives of individuals and families. 
Mission Statement: We exist to love and worship God, make His love known, welcome people to faith, and go into the world to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ. We are committed, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to being a church of Worship, Ministry, 
Evangelism, Fellowship and Discipleship. 
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