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 Advent/Christmas 2006 
 
 My Dear Friends: 
 
 Christmas is enjoyed by many people all over the world whether or not they are 
Christian. This enjoyment is embodied in the many aspects of the season — the carols,       
the lights, the cards, the parties and festivities, the presents, the decorations, the food, the 
Christmas tree and hopefully the Mass — all bring about excitement, anticipation and joy. 
It is a time for family and friends to come together, children are excited about receiving 
Christmas presents. Houses and stores are beautifully decorated. The music is uplifting and 
inspiring and some people even appear to be more loving and peaceful. Yet, in spite of 
these wonderful things, for many, Christmas is a time of family conflicts, states of depres-
sion and emptiness and the feeling of being overwhelmed and lack of hope. In such cir-
cumstances we are living as those who lived during the first Advent.  
 The first Advent, like the period between Ascension Day and Pentecost, was a time 
when Jesus was absent. In the case of Advent, Jesus had not yet arrived on the scene while 
after he ascended, his promised Spirit did not come until the Day of Pentecost. Like the 
people at the time of Jesus’ birth, many went about the hustle and bustle of life finding it extremely difficult to focus on 
the One who became “God with us.” The sad thing is that many Christians have adopted a similar attitude to that of the 
culture in which we live. We go about the period of Advent as if the One who came to be with us is still not with us. 
What is happening today is that the world’s celebration of Christmas starts and ends around the same time as the 
Church’s Advent. What is even more ironic is that though many Christians may celebrate Advent on Sundays in their 
church services, yet for the rest of the week they emulate the world’s culture by celebrating the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas concurrently. Thus we are caught in a dichotomy and by extension are unable to truly celebrate the two sea-
sons as we ought.  
 As a local church, we are the primary instrument of evangelization. This means that we must neither be sepa-
rated from the culture nor at the same time be immersed in it. As Christians and as a Church we are called to transform 
the culture for Christ. With this in mind, we must enlighten people to the true meaning of Christmas—that God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, to live among us, to love us and to experience all that we encounter in this life so that our God 
would not feel removed from us especially in our difficult times. We need to tell people that this same Son, Jesus Christ 
died for our sins and rose from the dead so that we may have an opportunity of experiencing eternal life. This same Jesus 
Christ has gone ahead of us to prepare places for us. When we celebrate Christmas, we remember that God became in-
carnate, coming to this earth so that the whole world could see Him, hear Him and know Him. This same God in Christ 
continues to invite us to meet Him and to know Him. 
 As we prepare to celebrate another Christmastide, let us ask ourselves a few questions — What role does Advent 
play in our preparation for Christmas? Does God intend for us to be so busy at this time that we give the meaning of the 
season just a couple of hours of  remembrance? Do we think that we miss the meaning of Christmas if we are not busy? 
Could it be possible that if we did less we may enjoy the season more? What is more important when we celebrate this 
season? I believe that God does not want for us to be so busy that He is just remembered for a fleeting moment. Remem-
ber the reason we celebrate Christmas, God became incarnate so that He may dwell among us in human form. In all the 
hubbub over two thousand years ago, God’s chosen people failed to realize that His Son was being born, nestled quietly 
in a stable. Just a few were informed as to what was happening. Let us therefore, amidst all the preparation for the sea-
son, realize that Christmas is not an end but a means to an end and we must never forget that if it was not for Jesus, there 
would be no Christmas. 

 Judith and Tadhg join with me in wishing you, your families and friends a Blessed and 
Holy Christmas filled with peace, love and joy and may God richly bless and keep you in the 
new calendar year. 
 
 Your Friend and Pastor, 
 
 Father Tony  
 
 


