My Dear Friends,

| read this week in the October 22, 2006 editioffioé Living Churclof the death of the Reverend
Lindsey Gary Patience, following surgery, on August 30, 2006 in
Florida, at the age of 68 years.

Father Patience was the first priest of our church frenmi
ception in 1987 until 1990. At that time Father Patience was the
Bishop’s Assistant for Mission Development. He was succeeded by
Father Walter B. LaBatt, the First Vicar.

Father Gary was a native of Crescent City, Florida. Héugra
ated from the University of Florida and Seabury-Western Theological
Seminary, Evanston, lllinois, and was ordained to the diaconate and
priesthood in 1967. Fr. Patience served as Curate at St. Paul'sy Winte
Haven, FL, 1967-1968; Vicar of St. Christopher’s, Orlando, FL, 1968-
1970; Rector of St. Alban’s, Auburndale, FL, 1970-1979; Rector of St.
Matthew’s, Unadilla, and St. Paul's, Franklin, NY, 1979-1982; Assistatitedishop of Albany, 1982-
1984, Assistant to the Bishop of Springfield, 1985-1993 (during which time he served atl&teld); and
Rector of Grace, Lake Providence, LA, 1993-1994. At the time of hidh,deatwas Vicar of Trinity
Church, Melrose, FL, having been there since 1998.

Having received thirty ‘seed’
members from St. George’s, Belleville,
IL, and under Fr. Gary’s leadership, our
provisional mission grew during those
early years when it worshiped at Faith
Lutheran Church on Highway 50 in
O’Fallon, lllinois. In just under a year,
due to the growth of the church, the
members of St. Michael’'s moved from
holding its services in the basement of
the ‘Education Building’ of Faith Lu-
theran to the nave of the church itself.
Father Patience’s ministry at St. Mi-
chael's ended when the provisional mis-
sion officially acquired mission status.

We, at St. Michael's, want to

thank Almighty God for Fr. Patience’s

ministry among us and extend our condolences and prayers to his wifstif@ and their children,

Rodger, David, Heather and Sarah, all of whom were very much afpdré ministry at St. Michael's
when Fr. Gary was our priest.

May Lindsey Gary, priest, rest in peaéanen.
Affectionately,

Father Tony

Part of this article was taken from THE LIVING CHOR, October 22, 2006 edition



